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News about tem Speaker >

@ (ndia Today

BJP's Bhartruhari Mahtab
sworn in as Lok Sabha pro
tem Speaker @

21 hours ago

@ Hindustan Times

M noTv Row over appointment of
Bhartruhari Mahtab as pro-

BJP's B Mahtab Now Pro-tem Speaker, ,
tem Speaker explained @

Opposition Has Said Won't Assist Him @

22 hours ago 21 hours ago

i The Hindu bt Business Today

Amid massive BJP vs
Congress row, BJP MP
Bhartruhari Mahtab takes...

Mahtab takes oath as Pro-
tem Speaker of 18th Lok
Sabha @

51 minutes ago 21 hours ago
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Office of Kiren Rijiju {2
@RijijuOffice

Hon'ble Union Minister of Parliamentary Affairs & Minority Affairs Shri
@KirenRijiju ji attended the swearing-in ceremony of Shri Bhartruhari
Mahtab ji as the Protem Speaker of the Lok Sabha at Rashtrapati
Bhavan. The ceremony was graced by Hon'ble President Smt. Droupadi
Murmu ji, Hon'ble @VPIndia Shri Jagdeep Dhankhar ji & Hon'ble PM Shri
@narendramodi ji, Hon'ble MoS Shri @arjunrammeghwal ji & Hon'ble

MoS Shri @Murugan_MoS ji.
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Pro-tem speaker appointment row: INDIA bloc
leaders protest holding copy of Constitution

AN » Last Updated: Jun 24, 2024, 06:01:00 BM IST @ ag An A & @

A UIE SHADE FOMNT SIZE SAVE PRINT COMMENT

Synopsis

Pro-tem Speaker Appointment Row: Leaders from the INDIA bloc protested inside the
Parliament premises against the appointment of Bhartruhari Mahtab as pro-tem
speaker. Congress and other party members criticised the ruling BIP for neglecting key
ssues and the Dalit cormmunity. Samajwadi Party and Trinarmool Congress MPs also
joined the protest, accusing the Modi government of violating the Constitution. In
esponse, Union Minister Sukanta Majumdar defended Mahtab's appointment and
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criticised the opposition for breaching conventions.
t ZERO Brokerage’
on F&O & Equity
Amid the row over the appointment of il 31 Dec

Bhartruhari Mahtab as pro-tem
speaker, INDIA bloc leaders on
Monday carried out a protest holding

copies of the Constitution inside the
'NDA GOVT VIOLATED THE

bl Ly Parliament premises in the national
= capital.

Ajay Srivastava
Cofounder, GTRI

1
T g

ongress Lok Sabha Congress Parliamentary Party
Chairperson Sonia Gandhi, party leader

RELATED Rahul Gandhi, and party chief
Gowvt, opposition face-off on protemn P :
Speaker issue ahead of first Lok Sabha Mallikarjun Kharge took part in the

Session

protest.
Congress Upset over pro-tem speaker
f;ifrt'.gr;f“ lll_,g ot assist during oath- Congress MP Gaurav Gogoi said, " The
ruling party hasn't forgotten their : :
haughtiness..we can see that they are ignoring the key subjects of the o - ke cam

CEOD David Calhoun over  as Lok Sabha member
country..the whole Dalit community in India could witness a historic seen if Kk hefty payehecks

Suresh were appointed as Pro-tem Speaker..today, BIP has not just neglected

Congress, INDIA alliance and K Suresh but the whole Dalit commumnity.” & Mac
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Protem Speaker



As per the second proviso to article 94 of the Constitution, the office of
the Speaker becomes vacant immediately before the first meeting of
the new Lok Sabha. In that case, the duties of the Speaker are to be

performed by a Member of the House appointed for this purpose by the
President as Speaker pro tem.

Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs

— hitps://www.mpa.gov.in » default » files » parlia2 PDF

2 Ushering in a New Lok Sabha @
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3 .Iam‘flm Ramesh &
@Jairam_Ramesh

Kodikunnil Suresh of the INC, who is in his 8th term, should have been
Speaker Protem.

But Bhartruhari Mahtab of the BJP has been appointed on the flimsy
grounds that he has greater claim because this is his 7th consecutive
term.

If this argument is adopted, then why has Ramesh Chandappa Jigajinagi,
a BJP MP who is also in his 7th consecutive term, not been considered?
Is it because he is a Dalit like Suresh?

6:12 PM - Jun 23, 2024 - 394.5K Views
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Sl Jairam Ramesh £ @Jairam Ramesh « Jun 23

Kodikunnil Suresh of the INC, who is in his 8th term, should have been Speaker
Protem.

But Bhartruhari Mahtab of the BJP has been appointed on the flimsy grounds
that he has greater claim because this is his 7th consecutive term. ...
Show more
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E Top stories
News about 18th Lok Sabha >

& Hindustan Times

Oaths and protests: 18th
Lok Sabha off to combative
start @

9 minutes ago

m Times of India

Lok Sabha Session 2024
Live Updates: President
Murmu hosts dinner for P...

& The Indian Express

18th Lok Sabha session begins today: How
do MPs take oath? What happens if an M...

21 hours ago 6 hours ago

m News18 @ India Today

Parliament Highlights: Lok
Sabha Adjourned For The
Day, To Reconvene On...

PM Modi, his ministers take
oath as MPs, Opposition
gears up for NEET fight @

5 hours ago 20 hours ago
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Half of bills passed by 17th Lok Sabha discussed
for less than two hours each: Report

BTl = Last Updated: Dec 23, 2023, 03:34:00 PM IST . B_ qg__ _A’ - _.u._ _

Synopsis

gislative Ressarch reveals that 0
f - PhonePe
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Half of the bills passed by the 17th Lok N F&O & Equity
Sabha so far were discussed for less ill 31 Dec

than two hours each and only 16 per

cent of them were referred to

parliamentary standing committees,
data compiled by think tank PRS (SM
Legislative Research shows. According

to an analysis by PRS Legislative Ajay Sahai
DG & CEO, FIED

Research, 172 bills were discussed and
passed during the term of 17th Lok
Sabha, of which 86 bills in the Lok Sabha and 103 bills in the Rajya Sabha

were discussed for less than two hours each.

Similarly, of the 172 bills, only 16 bills in the Lok Sabha and 11 in the Rajya
Sabha saw more than 30 members taking part in the debate.

The report came a day after the conclusion of the Winter session - the last

. US senators grill Boeing Dielhi BIP MPs take cath
full-fledged session of the 17th Lok Sabha. CED David Calhoun over  as Lok Sabha merber



Of all the Lok Sabhas with completed
terms, the 17th Lok Sabha witnessed
several regrettable firsts. It was the first
to not appoint a Deputy Speaker, it
recorded the lowest number of sittings,
it passed significant legislation such as
criminal reform Bills when more than
70% of the Opposition MPs were
suspended, and the Prime Minister did
not answer any questions orally and
only one in writing. While these
developments mark a new low in
parliamentary functioning, this is not an
anomaly; rather, it is a trend that has
continued for more than 30 years.
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The annual average of Bills passed declined from 65 in the
1952-1990 period to 48 in 1991-2023. The number of Bills
sent to committees for scrutiny also dwindled consistently,
with the 17th Lok Sabha sending only 16% of Bills for
scrutiny, the lowest in the past four Lok Sabhas .

The declining number of sitting days and hours in the Lok
Sabha limits the scope for debates and diminishes MPs’
participation. Prior to 1990, each Lok Sabha typically
convened for over 550 days on average, spanning 3,500 hours.
However, post-1990, an average Lok Sabha only meets for 345
days, spanning less than 1,800 hours. The 17th Lok Sabha had
the least number of sittings (274)



Average annual sitting days
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Mote: * indicates a term less than hve years: ** indicates a si1x year term.



Parliamentary tools allow MPs to ensure executive
accountability and remediate potential issues for their
constituents. #. A half-hour discussion enables MPs to
deliberate on responses to parliamentary questions. Before the
1990s, there were 88 such discussions per Lok Sabha. Post-
1990, there were only 11 half-hour discussions per Lok Sabha.

The 17th Lok Sabha permitted only one such discussion,
marking an all-time low.

2. Short-duration discussions, permitting members to initiate
discussions on matters of public importance, were prevalent before
1990, averaging 46 per Lok Sabha. Post-1990, this number
diminished to 39, with the 17th Lok Sabha engaging in only 13 such
discussions.




3. Calling attention, a vital tool allowing MPs to draw attention
to issues and elicit responses from ministers was extensively
used between 1957 and 1990, with an average of 300 notices
allowed per Lok Sabha. Post-1990, only 40 notices have been
allowed per Lok Sabha.

The 17th Lok Sabha allowed only one such discussion.

4. The adjournment motion, employed to address urgent issues
with a subsequent vote, serves as an expression of
disagreement with the government’s policies. Pre-1990, the
Lok Sabha permitted discussion and voting on four such
motions on average. Post-1990, this number decreased to

three. The 16th and 17th Lok Sabha allowed no adjournment
motions



WHAT ARE THE DIFFERENT TYPES OF
MOTIONS USED IN PARLIAMENT

- ADJOURNMENT MOTION

- SHORT DURATION DISCUSSION
- MOTION WITH A VOTE

- NO-CONFIDENCE MOTION
- CONFIDENCE MOTION
- PRIVILEGE MOTION

- MOTION OF THANKS
- CUT MOTION

- CLOSURE MOTION
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5. There has also been a substantial decline in the time spent on
discussing the Union Budget, Ministry-wise demands, and the
Finance Bill, from around 120 hours annually before 1990 to a
mere 35 hours post-1990. Notably, ministry-wise demands have
been passed without discussion only five times since 1952 — and
all of them after 1999

Scholars and experts identified this trend early on, with a notable
instance being a 2000 paper authored by Dr. Subhash C Kashyap,
the former Secretary-General of Lok Sabha. He proposed the
establishment of a Parliamentary Reforms Commission or a ‘Study
of Parliament Group’ outside parliamentary confines. Urgent and
comprehensive parliamentary reforms are imperative to restore
the efficacy of parliamentary procedures and practices.



179 Bills passed; 58% Bills passed within 2 weeks of introduction

Bills passed by Parliament Days between introduction and passing of Bills
in Parliament

000 - 487 70% -

200 4 58%

400 336 355 o0% -

o ~33332?m 284 02, 509 -

o 216 . 192 18022 40% - 1o
30% -
20% 1 1%

Pt 10% -

Within two weeks 2 weeks to 2 months More than 2 months

Note: * indicates a term less than tive years; ** indicates a six-year term.
This higure includes Finance and Appropnation Bills.

= 179 Bills (excluding Finance and Appropriation Bills) were passed. The Ministries of Finance and Home Affairs piloted
the highest number of Bills (15% each), followed by Law and Justice (9%), and Health and Family Welfare (9%).

* Key Bills passed include, the Women’s Reservation Bill, 2023, the J&K Reorgamsation Bill, 2019, the Appointment of
CEC Bill, 2023, three Labour Codes, the Digital Data Protection Bill, 2023, and three Farm laws (which were later
repealed). Three Bills replacing the IPC, 1860, the CrPC, 1973, and the Indian Evidence Act, 1872 were also passed.
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State clears Centre’s proposal on reviving gold
mining at KGF

The Centre submitted the proposal for reviving gold mining and auction of 13 tailing dumps spread over
1003.4 acres at KGF
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Karnataka okays Centre's proposal to
revive gold mining at KGF

The Cabinet has given its approval for the central government’s proposal to continue
the mining activities in 13 tailing dumps of 1,003.4 acres at the defunct Bharat Gold

Mines Limited's (BGML) mine at KGF in Kolar district
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Kolar district is a district in the state of Karnataka,
India. Kolar is the district headquarters. Located in
southern Karnataka, it is the state's easternmost
district. Wikipedia
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Area: 4,012 km?

Division: Bengaluru

Headquarters: Kolar

ISO 3166 code: IN-KA-KL

Literacy: 74.33%

Lok Sabha constituency: Kolar Lok Sabha constituency

Sex ratio: 976 - / 1000~
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The deepest mine in the world is AngloGold
Ashanti's Mponeng Gold Mine near Carletonville,
at 4km below surface, it is almost 4X the height of

| Table Mountain

Mponeng is the deepest
level shaft in the world,
with a depth of 3 891
metres below datum
and 2 062 metres
below sea level.

The mine, which began
producing in 1986, is
near the town of
Carletonville, some
90km south-west of
Johannesburg.
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Govt to auction at least three gold mines this year

The government now plans to auction at least three gold mines in 2016 with billions of dollars worth of estimated
reserves, including Kolar in Karnataka that was shut 15 years ago on high costs, Mines Secretary Balvinder Kumar said.
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The government is planning to auction at least three gold mines in 2016,
an official said, opening up the sector to private firms for the first time
ever in a bid to slash imports of the metal that cost the government $36
billion last year.

Economically crippling shipments of up to 1,000 tonnes of gold,
accounting for about a quarter of country's annual trade deficit, have
already prompted the government to hike import duties and launch a
scheme aimed at mobilising a pool of over 20,000 tonne of the metal
lying idle in homes and temples.

But still the government has failed to curb imports by the world's
second-biggest consumer, where gold is regarded as the highest form of
gift for gods and humans alike. The absence of local production has
scuppered efforts further.
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Karnataka seeks industrial land in Kolar Gold Fields,
Centre says not now

Sandeep Moudgal / TNN / Nov 10, 2022, 23:18 IST

New For You The Karnataka government, which is seeking prime industrial land from the union
3 government in Kolar Gold Fields (KGF) has been forced to "wait and watch” as the
union mines ministry is yet to take a call on the possibility of alienating the centre’s

Another dirty NEET sacret?
Students' ranks jump on
2nd attempt from obscur...

Atishi hospitalised after
health deteriorates due to
hunger strike

Explained: Why the
Hindujas, UK's richest
family, is going to jail BENGALURU: The Karnataka government, which is seeking prime industrial

land from the union government in Kolar Gold Fields (KGF) has been forced to
"wait and watch” as the union mines ministry is yet to take a call on the
possibility of alienating the centre’s prime land of 3,500 acres towards the state

industries department.

Over the last two years, the Karnataka government has been trying to lobby
for the 3,500 acres of land after conducting a survey of not having any
precious metal available for alienating them towards industrial area

development.



ll |I Home | Elections | India | Karnataka | Opinion | World | Business | Sports | Ent
S

Karnataka okays Centre's proposal to
revive gold mining at KGF

The Cabinet has given its approval for the central government’s proposal to continue
the mining activities in 13 tailing dumps of 1,003.4 acres at the defunct Bharat Gold
Mines Limited’s (BGML) mine at KGF in Kolar district
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The Cabinet on Thursday allowed the Union government to take up
mining activities on tailing dumps attached to Bharat Gold Mines Ltd. The
state government has also sought transfer of 2,330 acres of the defunct
company to set up an industrial park there in lieu of arrears of Rs 75.24
crore from the company.

The Cabinet has given its approval for the central government’s proposal
to continue the mining activities in 13 tailing dumps of 1,003.4 acres at
the defunct Bharat Gold Mines Limited’s (BGML) mine at KGF in Kolar
district, under MMDR (Mines and Minerals (Regulation and
Development) Amendment) Act’'s section 17, Law and Parliamentary
Affairs Minister H K Patil told reporters.

“The mining of these dumps will provide employment opportunities to
many in the region, therefore, we have agreed to allow mining in these
dumps by the BGML,” he said.






The mines, owned by Bharat Gold Mines Ltd. (BGML), are set for revival
under the Mines and Minerals Development and Regulation Act,
1957. The move aims to generate employment and boost domestic
gold production. KGF is among the deepest in the world. Mining at KGF
began in 1880 by Jhon Taylor & Sons. After 121 years of operation,
the mines closed on February 28, 2001, due to high operational costs
and low revenues.

Besides gold extraction, KGF has been utilized for particle physics
experiments, leading to the discovery of atmospheric neutrinos.

Currently, India operates three gold mines: Hutti and Uti in Karnataka,
and Hirabuddini in Jharkhand. India produces approximately 1.6
tonnes of gold annually, far below its consumption of 774 tonnes per
vear.
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Value of gold imported into India from financial year 2011 to 2023
(in billion Indian rupees)
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About

Area: 8,249 km?

Population: 4.34 lakhs (2019)

Capital and largest city: Port Blair
Demonym(s): Andamanese, Nicobarese
Districts: 3

Elevation: 568 m (1,864 ft)

Formation: 1 November 1956

O Great Nicobar is the southernmost and largest of
the Nicobar Islands of India, north of Sumatra. It is
part of India, in the Nicobar district within the union
territory of the Andaman and Nicobar Islands.
Wikipedia
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Area: 921 km?

Island groups: Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Nicobar
Islands

Population: 8,067 (2014)
Coordinates: 7°02'N 93°48'E / 7.03°N 93.8°E
Location: Bay of Bengal

Avg. summer temperature: 32.0 °C (89.6 °F)
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Congress demands withdrawal of clearances to
Great Nicobar infrastructure project

Though details of a project being appraised for environmental clearance are usually made available on a
public portal maintained by the Environment Ministry, details on the Great Nicobar Project have not been
put up

Updated - June 17,2024 09:57 pmIST Published - June 17,2024 08:42 pm IST - NEW DELHI
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Great Nicobar Island

Great Nicobar is the southernmost and largest of the Nicobar Islands, a sparsely
inhabited 910-sq-km patch of mainly tropical rainforest in southeastern Bay of
Bengal.

* Indira Point on the island, India’s southernmost point, is located 90 nautical
miles (<170 km) from Sabang at the northern tip of Sumatra, the largest
island of the Indonesian archipelago.

The Andaman and Nicobar Islands consist of 836 islands, divided into two
groups known as the Andaman Islands located in the north and the Nicobar Islands
situated in the south, separated by the 10° Channel which is 150 kilometres wide.

Great Nicobar has two national parks, a biosphere reserve, small populations of
the Shompen, Onge, Andamanese and Nicobarese tribal peoples, and a few
thousand non-tribal settlers.
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Major crude oil trade flows in the South China Sea (2016)
total 15.0 million barrels per day
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10 | Hong Kong Il Hong Kong East Asia E:: e 14300| 16,6885 17.788 20,070 |  18.381 19508 20770 19.8131%1 | 20,0730 22374 | 223852
11 | Rotterdam = Metherlands Ewrcpe Rhine delia 13.400( 14455 ( 15300 14350 ( 14,8310 14,512 13,724 12,2856 12,235 12,453 11,821
12 | Jebel Ali = United Arab Emirates | West Asia Persian Gulf 12,070 | 13742 13,488 | 14,111 14854 | 15388 | 14.772%7| 15502 14750 | 13,641
12 | Antwerp B Belgium Europe Scheldt delta 13,500 | 12,020 12,031| 11,860 11,100 10,451 10,0371 0,654 0,128 8,578
14 | Port Klang == [alaysia Southeast Asia | Malacca Strait 13,220 | 13724 13,240 13,580 12316 11,873 13,1700 11,887 10,728 10,350
15 | Xiamen Bl China East Asia Taiwan Strait 12434 | 12,045 11.410| 11,122 10,702 10,380 9,61410 9,183 8572 3,010
18 | Tanjung Pelepas m= Malaysia Southeast Asia | Malacca Strait 10,512 | 11,200 §.850 | 8100 3,980 8.261 5,251 9,120 | 850007
17 | New York | Mew Jersey | B5= United States Morth America | East Coast 9,483 | 5885 7586 | 7.471 7,178 8,711 8,252 8,372 5,772 5,467
18 | Kaohsiung Bl Tziwan East Asia Taiwan Strait 9,401 | 0854 p62z | 10428 10445 10271 10.485%%| 10,254 10,593 9,838
18 | Laem Chabang == Thailand Southeast Asia f:: |:1u 3741 8335 7.547 | 8,106 3,070 7.670 7.22714 8,780 6,518 6,032
20 | Hamburg B Germany Europe Elbe River 8261 | 8715 5540 | 0274 8,730 8.860 8.910M%4 8.321 89,720 9,302
21 | Taicang / Suzhou B China East Asia ‘Yangtze Delts 8025 | T.038 5212| 5152 5,071 4514 4,081 3.760




Container Port Traffic

[ 2020 I 2021

il Shanghai

= Singapore

Bl Ninogbo-Zhoushan
Bl Shenzhen

Bl Guangzhou-Nansha
@ Qingdao

! Busan

Bl Tanjin

== | os Angeles/Longbeach
B Hong Kong

== Rotterdam

E= Dubai/Jebel Ali
B= Pert Kelang

Bl Xiamen

I} Antwerp

E¥= Tanjung Pelelas
Bl Kachsiung

== New York / Newark
B Hamburg

== Laem Chabang

E3 Ho Chi Minh City
I3 Colombo

Il Tangier Med

== Jakarta

= Mundra

== Nhava Sheva

= Valencia Incl Sagunto
=— Savannah

= Piraeus

B Yingkou

10M 20M 30M 40M 50M
Twenty Foot Equivalent Units






l HIE hm()hr[(1 l]-h[ F}S News Summer Saving Deal is Live

English Edition » | Today's ePaper

= Home B ETPrime Markets ﬁMarket Data News Industry Rise Politics Weslth MF Tech Careers Opinicn NRI Panache Spotlight i

India Decoded Web Stories Morning Brief Podcast Newsblogs Economy - Industry  Politics  ET Explains  More -

l='ws + Economy rastructurs ¢ Modi government’s Rs 10/000 crore plan to transform Andaman and Micobar islands

Modi government's Rs 10,000 crore plan to
transform Andaman and Nicobar islands

By Rajat Arora, ET Bureau = Last Updated: Sep 26, 2015, 12:31:00 PM 15T . @ . = ) A"\ . _D_ % B E“

Synopsis
Modi govt has readied a bluepnnt of the plan that also entails protection of the origina EYHOUSING cou
Jarawa inhabitants while boosting the tourism potential.

Iindia finds home on the
No.1 Real Estate app

India has drawn up an ambitious, Rs
10,000 crore plan to transform the
Andaman and Nicobar Islands into the
country’s first maritime hub, taking
advantage of its strategic location and
making it the base for infrastructure
that will include an expanded dry dock

and ship repair industry in the capital

Port Blair.
Tejasvi Suresh
Bala
The Narendra Modi government has readied a blueprint of the plan that also CEO, Swirl Lifestyle

entails protection of the original Jarawa inhabitants while boosting the

tourism potential of locations such as limestone caves and mud volcanoes.

"Plans for the projects that are to be undertaken over the next two years have
already been formulated,” shipping Minister Nitin Gadkari told ET. "Action is
being initiated.”




Projects that entail an investment of Rs 2,000 crore have been sanctioned
and work on the rest of the programme will start soon.

The shipping ministry has prepared a 15-year perspective plan for the
development of shipping and port infrastructure on the islands, which are
home to India’s eastern and southern tips, putting them within close
distance of an international shipping route.

Apart from ship repairs, the plan includes the development of port
infrastructure, the acquisition of vessels to run mainland-island services,
the purchase of tugs for safe berthing and sprucing up docking capacity.

"Andaman is a very sensitive zone. So, all these projects will have to be
undertaken after assessing the impact on environment,” said a senior
government official. "Tribal areas and tourist areas would be bifurcated.
We are creating sea routes so that these areas are not disturbed.”
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Andaman and Nicobar will play important role in govt's
self-reliant India programme: PM Modi
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PTI / Updated: Aug 9, 2020,

New For You A day before inaugurating a submarine optical fibre cable facility for Andaman &

Nicobar Islands, PM Modi said that it will ensure that the region faced no problem in
getting virtually connected to the outside world as he highlighted various ... Read More

750 of 1,563 students
skipped NEET-UG ratest:

‘Az 1 faced abuse each day
't Rahul Gandhi's note
for Wayanad

Right Meladi: Italian PM
married strategy and selfie
diplomacy

NEW DELHI: A day before inaugurating a submarine optical fibre cable facility
for Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Prime Minister Narendra Modi asserted on
Sunday that it will ensure that the region faced no problem in getting virtually
connected to the outside world as he highlighted his government's various

development initiatives for the union territory.

that the islands are "strategically” located and can become a key centre for

global sea trade, stressing that the central government is working to make it a

blue economy hub and also an important place for maritime startups.

THE IGONC

ANDAMAN &
NICOBAR ISLANDS °

10 BECOME DIGITALLY INDEPENDENT
ON 10™ AUGUST 2020

PM Shri Narendra Modi will dedicate to the nation his dream project

‘The Submarine Optical Fibre Cable’,

connecting Chennai and Port Blair.

The 2,300 km undersea high-speed broadband cables will

* Enable faster telecom and broadband services
* Boost e-governance, tourism and employment generation
« Strengthen India's strategic maritime security

Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose had ‘freed'
Andaman & Nicobar Islands and hoisted
Tricolour at Port Blair in December 1943.




Andaman & Nicobar

—

W Dopartment of Tolecommunications
Governmant of India

SUBMARINE OPTICAL FIBRE CABLE CONNECTIVITY
between
Chennai and Andaman & Nicobar Islands

Inauguration and Dedicotion to the Nation by

SHRINARENDRA MODI

Hon'ble Prime Minister of India

10" August, 2020

PM Narendra MOdI launches submarine
cable connectivity between
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After 'Digital Andaman’, PM plans to make it hub of ‘blue

economy'

Prime Minister Narendra Modi spoke to the Andamanese people via the digital mode amid the Covid-19 pandemic on Sunday.

Reported by: IANS
Published on: August 09, 2020 20:33 IST
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After 'Digital Andaman', PM plans to make it hub of 'blue economy'

Prime Minister Narendra Modi spoke to the Andamanese people via the digital mode amid the Covid-
19 pandemic on Sunday. The Prime Minister interacted with the BJP workers of Andaman and Nicobar
Islands through a video conference on Sunday, a day before dedicating the Submarine optical fiber

Advertisament
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cable project, connecting Chennai and Port Blair. Advertisament
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NITI AAYOG

SELECTION

OF

TECHNICAL CONSULTANT

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

FOR

PREPARATION OF MASTER PLAN FOR HOLISTIC
DEVELOPMENT OF GREAT NICOBAR ISLAND IN

ANDAMAN & NICOBAR ISLANDS

F.No.M-13040/32(2)/2020-1DA
Government of India
NITI Aayog
Natural Resources & Environment Vertical
Sansad Marg, New Delhi -110001

Request for Proposal (RiV)
7 September, 2020

Notice Inviting Request for Proposal (RfP) for “Preparation of Master Plan for
Holistic Development of Great Nicobar [sland in Andaman & Nicobar Islands”.

The National Institution for Transforming India (NITY Aayog, Government of India,
intends 1o engage Technical Consultant 1o facilitate holistic development of Great Nicobar
Island in Andaman & Nicobar Islands details of which have been provided in the RIP
document.

NITI Aayog invites on-finc RIP for National Competitive Bidding {NCB) for Great Nicohar
Island from national firms/ organisations/ institutions, which have requisite cxperience in
this field as detailed in the Rll’-‘ ‘The detail tender natice and RIP can be downloaded from
Central Public Procurement Portal st hups:fe » pov.an/eprocurgfapp and from the
website of NIT) Aayog at hups:#nifi.pov.intenders. The salienl features of the sludy,
cligibility criteria and instructions on how (o bid and other details are available in the RfP

document  uploaded on the websites  hitps:ieprocure gov.infeprocurefapp - and

hip:/ANTTLzov.in. No manual bids will be accepted under any cizctimstances.

Interested applicants are requested o submit their response to the *RIP* on Central Public

Procurement Portal as prescribed and titled as R for Preparation of Master Plan for
Halistic Development of Great Nicohar [sland in Andamian & Nicobur [slands™ on of

before, 6 October, 2020 1560 hrs.

"The subnission must be addressed to:
Specialist,

NRE Vertical - Island Development
{Saloni Goel)

Room M 280,

NTTT Aayog, Sansad Marg

New Pelhi, 11004]

Tel: FO111-23096 635

Izmail: saloni.eoelicnov.in
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Great Nicobar - The Jewel of
Andaman and Nicobar
Islands!

INR 72,000 Crore
Developmental Project Planned

First Phase to Cost Around INR
19,000 Crores and is envisioned
to be completed by 2028

Tender for the Construction of
First Phase Likely to be Called in
Early 2024, Post Cabinet Nod



Great Nicobar Development plan

* Firstly, The overall Great Nicobar Development plan envisages the use of
about 244 sq. km. region for development purposes.

= Secondly, Phase 1 of the plan will cover:

e 22 sq. km. airport complex,

* Transshipment port (TSP) at South Bay

* Parallel-to-the-coast mass rapid transport system and

* Free trade zone and warehousing complex on the southwestern
coast.

* Thirdly, Andaman and Nicobar Islands Integrated Development Corporation
(ANIIDCO) will be the nodal agency for the implementation of the Great
Nicobar Development plan.
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Nicobar Islandis
the southernmost
and the largest

of Nicobar Island
archipelagoin
Bay of Bengal

hunter-gatherer
Shompen Tribe

Great Nicobar

Reserve comprises
85% of the areas
of theisland

THEPLAN
®m An Int’l Container Transshipment Port
with cargo handling capacity of 14.2

million TEUs, A Free Trade Warehousing

Zone

9 { ‘A " ®m A parallel-to-the-coast Mass Rapid
B Transit System

AND THE PERILS

mOver 8.5 lakh trees to be felled
over anarea of130sq kms

m Destruction of tropical rain-
forests in Galathea National
Park, home to 648 species of
flora and 330 species of fauna,
including Nicobar's wild pig,

. tree shrew, the Great Nicobar

crested serpent eagle, Nicobar

paradise flycatcher and the

Nicobar megapode.

® A Greenfield Int'l Airport withpeakhour [l Threat to the Shompen tri be:

capacity for 4000 passengers

® A Township to accommodate 6.5 lakh
people by 2050 over an area of 166 sq km

450uwa

Power ([iys
Plants \\G==)y

LNG

337wa 68wmva

Estimated Cost

Jobs to be generated

375,000r| 128,000+

Proposed project areas have

been important foraging
grounds for the hunter-gatherer
nomadic community.
v

s

B Threat to nesting sites
of iconic species
like Giant leatherback | &3
turtleandthe Ny |
Nicobar megapode. a4

® Threat to coraland marine
ecosystem: ZS| reported
presence of 117 species of
scleractinian corals in Galathea.
But the Environment Impact
Assessment of the project states
thatthere is no coral located
in the Galathea Bay region.

B Threat to Dugongs due
to loss of seagrass
meadows, rising
anthropogenic
activities. -




» Threat to biodiversity:
= Construction in the region threaten the biodiversity of the region
» The beaches at the mouth of the river Galathea in South Bay are among the most prominent nesting sites
of Giant leatherback turtles.
= Similarly, 90% of the Nicobar megapode’s nesting sites are within a distance of 30 m from the shore.
= Against the spirit of environmental legislations:
= Standing Committee of the National Board for Wildlife (NBWL) denotified the entire Galathea Bay
Wildlife Sanctuary for building port and other related infrastructure.
= Wildlife Protection Act 1972 - the parent legislation from which NBWL draws its powers - doesn’t
permit the diversion of protected areas, like national parks and sanctuaries, unless the diversion
will benefit the area’s wildlife.
= Hence the plan violates the purpose of such legislations
= Not considering the water resource availability
* The project is also unrealistic given the islands’ prevailing water scarcity.
* The islands depend on rain for their freshwater needs. The longest river flowing through Great Nicobar,
Galathea, isn’t voluminous enough.
= There may not be enough freshwater to sustain a large-scale developmental project over the long
run
= Affects tribal rights:
* The island has two indigenous groups - the Nicobarese and the Shompen, a forest-dwelling community.
* The proposed project areas are important grounds for Shompen.
= [Initiation of work would make large forest areas inaccessible and useless for the Shompen.



GIANT LEATHERBACK TURTLE




ADOPT A SEA TURTLE

WWF

Leatherback turtles are named for their shell, which is leather-like @
rather than hard, like other turtles.

STATUS

Vulnerable

SCIENTIFIC NAME

They are the largest sea turtle species and also one of the most Dermochelys coriacea
migratory, crossing both the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. Pacific WEIGHT
leatherbacks migrate from nesting beaches in the Coral Triangle all the 600-1500 pounds
way to the California coast to feed on the abundant jellyfish every

LENGTH
summer and fall. o

55-63 inches
Although their distribution is wide, numbers of leatherback turtles HABITATS

' —~
Oceans

have seriously declined during the last century as a result of intense
egg collection and fisheries bycatch. Globally, leatherback status
according to IUCN is listed as Vulnerable, but many subpopulations (such as in the Pacific and Southwest Atlantic) are Critically

Endangered.

PLACES
Mesoamerican Reef, Coastal East Africa, The Galapagos, Coral Triangle
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WILDLIFE & BIODIVERSITY

India’s turtle researchers oppose development plans for Little
Andaman, Great Nicobar islands

The islands have global significance for global Leatherback turtle conservation and are also home to indigenous peoples like
the Onge and the Shompen

By Ashis Senapati
Published: Thursday 10 June 2021
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Projects worth Rs 75,000 crore on Great Nicobar island
shown green flag

The projects will need the felling of over 800,000 trees and the loss of 12-20 hectares of mangrove forests, leading to a
considerable loss to corals and claiming over 298 hectares of the sea bed
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Airport, container depot, township in 16,610
hectares of pristine Nicobar cleared

By Anubhuti Visnnoi, ET Bureau - Last Updated: Sep 15, 2022, 1217:00 AM IST @ < A 0
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Synopsis

The Great Nicobar Island was declared as a biosphere reserve in January 1989 by the
Centre and included in the Unesco man and biosphere programme in May 2013. It is
considered a global biodiversity hotspot, which explains the strong opposition to the
project from several quarters

The Centre has cleared the decks for the
controversial Rs 75,000 crore project to
construct a greenfield international
port, an international container
transhipment terminal, a township and
power plants across 16,610 hectares of
pristine forests in a Great Nicobar

e , island.
Great Nicobar Island is considered perfectas a
site as it is equidistant from Colombo, Port Klang
close to the East-
ternational shipping corridor The environment ministry's Expert

Appraisal Committee on Infrastructure
projects approved the project on the island that is home to the indigenous



* Great Nicobar, the south st of the And and
Nicobar Islands.

» The Andaman and Nicobar Islands are a cluster of about
836 islands inside the eastern Bay of Bengal.

* The two groups of which might be separated by the 150-
km extensive Ten Degree Channel.

* The Andaman Islands lie to the north of the channel, and
the Nicobar Islands to the south.

* Indira Point on the southern tip of Great Nicobar Island is
India's southernmost factor, less than one hundred fifty km
from the northernmost island of the Indonesian
archipelago.

* The Great Nicobar Island has tropical wet evergreen
forests, mountain levels attaining nearly 650 m above sea
level, and coastal plains.

* The Island has two national parks and a biosphere reserve,

* Many endangered species are determined on the Island.
The leatherback sea turtle is the island's flagship species,

» Great Nicobar is home to the Shompen and Nicob
tribal peoples.

* The Shompen are hunter-gatherers who depend on forest
and marine resources for sustenance.

* The Nicobarese, who lived along the west coast of the
Island were mostly relocated after the 2004 tsunami,

* An estimated 237 Shompen and 1,094 Nicobarese
individuals now live in a 7561 sq km tribal reserve, some 84
sq km of which is proposed to be denotified.

Geographical location

Ecosystem

Tribes

Great Nicobar
Island

Great Nicobar Island
project

Concerns

* In November 2022, the Environment ministry has given
environmental clearance for the Centre’s bold Rs seventy
two,000 crore multi-improvement initiatives in Greater
Nicobar Island.

* The task for the holistic develop t of Great Nicobar Island
turned into implemented after a file by means of NIT| Aayog.

* A pre-feasibility report flagged the opportunity to leverage
the strategic region of the island.

* The Great Nicobar Island (GNI) is a mega undertaking to be
carried out at the southern stop of the Andaman and Nicobar
islands,

* The mission includes an worldwide container trans-shipment
terminal, a gr field global airport, hip develop
and a 450 MVA gas and solar based totally power plant over
an volume of 16,610 hectares inside the island.

* The port can be controlled by means of the Indian Navy,
while the airport may have twin navy-civilian capabilities and
will cater to tourism as well.

Threat to Island Ecology
* The proposed massive infrastructure development in an
ecologically important and fragile region has alarmed many
environmentalists.
Impact on Indigenous People
+ Critics point out that there will be devastating impact on the
Shompen, a particularly vulnerable tribal group (PVTG) of
hunter-gatherers with an estimated population of a few
hundred individuals living in a tribal reserve on the island.
Seismic Concerns
+ Many experts have highlighted that the proposed portisin a
solsmically volatile zone, which experienced a permanent
subsidence of about 15 ft during the 2004 tsunami.
National Green Tribunal's intervention
= In April 2023, the Kolkata Bench of the National Green
Tribunal (NGT) declined to interfere with the environmental
and forest clearances granted to the project,
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Very heartening to see the voting by the Shompen tribals in the remote
Great Nicobar Island in #LokSabha polls

Recall the days when | was posted in Port Blair in mid nineties when it » - / ormaienon
took me several days to reach there. /) ;

This is one of the success stories of these elections
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First thing | read on 63rd day of #BharatJodoYatra is the depressing news

@Jairam_Ramesh

that 15% of rich forest area of Great Nicobar island will be destroyed in
the name of so-called ‘development’. This is another aspect of Bharat
Todo that the yatra is challenging.
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Facing the axe: More than eight lakh trees will have to be cut for
the project, as per a government estimate. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Pankaj Sekhsaria

MUMBAI

The Union Ministry of En-
vironment, Forest and Cli-
mate Change has granted
an in-principle (Stage 1)
clearance for the diversion

al AN sn Nisnn B Connnnn

project implementation
agency is the Andaman
and Nicobar Islands Inte-
grated Development Cor-
poration (ANIIDCO).

The area is nearly 15% of
the thickly forested Great
Nicobar Island that is

aensnmed _aaionm O _aive Vs

6:20 AM - Nov 9, 2022

final environment impact assessment (EIA) report
of the project that was prepared in March 2022
and accepted by the Ministry's Expert Appraisal
Committee (EAC) had calculated the cost of this
compensatory afforestation to be 970 crores.
Interestingly, the final EIA report mentioned
that the compensatory afforestation over 260 sq
km (rwice the diversion area) will be carried out in
Madbya Pradesh and even carries a letter of the
Andaman and Nicobur Forest Department certify
ing that the Government of Madhya Pradesh has
submitted the detalls for the same, There Is no
clarity on how the switch was made to Haryana
and what process, if any, was followed for the
same,
Though the permission letter mentions the “re-
commendations of the FAC™, no details or mi-
nutes are avaliable on the Ministry's website of the
FAC meetings where these decisions were taken
Communications (and reminders) seeking de-
tails sent to the official email addresses of all the
members of the FAC that granted the forest clea-
rance also did not evoke any response. A Right 1o
Information (RTN anolication filed in October

THES=2HINDU

Nicobar project gets
assent for diversion
of 130 sq. km of forest

Facing the axe: More than eight lakh trees will have to be cut for

the project, as per a government estimate. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Pankaj Sekhsaria
MUMBAI

The Union Ministry of En-
vironment, Forest and Cli-
mate Change has granted
an in-principle (Stage 1)
clearance for the diversion
of 130.75 sq. km of forest
on Great Nicobar Island for
the mega 72,000-crore
project that includes a
transshipment port, an air-
port, a power plant and a
greenfield township. The

project implementation
agency is the Andaman
and Nicobar Islands Inte-
grated Development Cor-
poration (ANIIDCO).

The area is nearly 15% of
the thickly forested Great
Nicobar Island that is
spread over 900 sq. km.
This will be one of the lar-
gest single such forest di-
versions in recent times.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 10



' Over nine lakh trees

> | Aport, airport, and power plant are besng planned on over 130 5Q.
» | kmof pristine forest as part of the project. SETTYMAGES

- Over nine lakh trees
-~ likely to be axed for
Great Nicobar Project

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

er, this was challenged In
the National Green Tribu-

 likely to be axed for

Great Nicobar Project

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

The Centre’s ambitious
X72,000-crore Great Nico-
bar Project may see 9.64
lakh, and not 8.5 lakh,
trees felled to enable the
construction of a trans-
shipment port, an interna-
tional airport, a township,
and a 450- MVA gas- and
solar-based power plant on
the Great Nicobar island,
according to a response by
Minister of State (Environ-
ment) Ashwini Kumar
Choubey in the Rajya Sab-
ha on Thursday.

Green Tribunal (NGT), fol-
lowing which it set up an
expert committee in April
to investigate aspects of the
clearance.

‘Strategic importance’

Though details of a project
being appraised for envi-
ronmental clearance are
usually made available on
a public portal maintained
by the Environment Minis-
try, details on the Great Ni-
cobar Project have not
been put up, it is learnt,
following instructions
from the Union Home Mi-
nistry that has classified
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Modi govt is moving very fast to clear a ¥70,000 cr trans-shipment port
in the ‘Great Nicobar Island’ in Andaman & Nicobar.

Why?

Adani Ports is one of the bidders for that project.

ahom o the Uniin grvermame sl il | acwan warming.
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- Eol for container
= nshipment hub in
:- 2at Nicobar Island

mee dredging contractor Royal Boskalis Westminst
tas Nigam, Essar Ports, Megha Engineering &
ructures, Navayuga Engineering, Vishwa Samu
gs and PDP International.

st j o ETinfra * March 08, 2023, 12:27 IST

9:49 AM - Mar 22,2023 - 42.4K Views

Adani Ports, Concor, JSW
[nfra among ten entities
file Eol for container
transhipment hub in
Great Nicobar Island

Dutch dredging contractor Royal Boskalis Westminster N.,
Rail Vikas Nigam, Essar Ports, Megha Engineering &
Infrastructures, Navayuga Engineering, Vishwa Samuara
Holdings and PDP International,

P Manoj * ETInfra ¢ March 08, 2023, 12:27 IST
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Great Nicobar Project may see 9.64 lakh trees
axed, says Minister

The Hindu had reported in November 2022, based on documents then available, that the Environment
Ministry had estimated that close to 8.5 lakh trees were expected to be cut for the project

August 03,2023 08:53 pm | Updated August 04, 2023 12:02 pm IST - NEW DELHI
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Great Nicobar Biosphere Reserve XA 3languages v
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From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia Coordinates: (g 7.0500°N 93.7750°E

The Great Nicobar Biosphere Reserve encompasses a large part (some 85%) of the island of
Great Nicabar, the largest of the Nicobar Islands in the Indian Union Territory of Andaman and
Nicobar Islands. The Nicobars lie in the Bay of Bengal, eastern Indian Ocean, 190 km (120 mi) to the
north of the Indonesian island of Sumatra. The reserve has a total core area of approximately

838h kmz, surrounded by a 12 km-wide "forest buffer zone" [ n year 2013 it was included in the list
of Man and Biosphere program of UNESCO to promote sustainable development based on local
community effort and sound science.Z]

Geography edi

The Great Micobar &
The reserve was formality created in January 2013. It incorporates two National parks of India, which Biosphere Reserve

were gazetted in 1992: the larger Campbell Bay National Park on the northern part of the island, and
Galathea National Park in the southern interior. The non-Biosphere portions of the island (set aside
for agriculture, forestry and settlements) are confined to the southwestern and southeastern coastal reaches.

The reserve has a total area of 103 870 ha. The core area of 53 623 ha comprises Cambell Bay and Galathea national parks. A buffer
area of 34 877 ha includes forested lands adjacent to and between the two parks. There is also a transitional area of 10,070 ha,
including 5,300 marine hectares.[#114]

Flora and fauna e

The environment is classified by the World Wide Fund for Nature as tropical and subtropical moist broadleaf forests biome, and
located in the Indomalayan realm.[4]

The reserve is home to many species of plants and animals, often endemic to the Andaman and Nicobars biogeographic region.
Species of fauna in the reserve include: Nicobar scrubfowl (Megapodius nicobariensis, a megapode bird), the edible-nest swiftlet
(Aerodramus fuciphagus), the Nicobar long-tailed macaque (Macaca fascicularis umbrosa), saltwater crocodile (Crocodylus porosus),
Andaman water monitor (Varanus salvator andamanensr’s),[5] giant leatherback sea turtle (Dermochelys coriacea), Malayan box turtle
(Cuora amboinensis), Nicobar tree shrew (Tupaia nicobarica), reticulated python (Python reticulatus) and the giant robber crab (or
coconut crab. Birgus Jatro) P14
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General information

Great Micobar is the southernmost island of the Nicobar Islands Archipelago. It
covers 103 870 hectares of unigue and threatened tropical evergreen forest
ecosystems. It is home to a very rich ecosystems, including 650 species of
angiosperms, ferns, gymnosperms, bryophytes, among others. In terms of
fauna, there are over 1800 species, some of which are endemic to this area.

Detailed information

Key data Area Contact
Year of nomination Surface Ecosystem-based network
2013 1,038.70 ha SACAM
Country Total terresterial area
India 985.70 ha
Total population Total Marine area
353 53.00 ha
Location

Latitiude: 7.03 - Longitude: 93.8026
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Ecological Characteristics

[ The Great Nicobar Biosphere Reserve harbours a wide spectrum of ecosystems comprising

tropical wet evergreen forests, mountain ranges reaching a height of 642 m (Mt. Thullier)
above sea level, and coastal plains. The region is noted for its rich biodiversity. It houses
650 species of angiosperms, ferns, gymnosperms, bryophytes and lichens among others.
The tract is rich in plant diversity and fosters a number of rare and endemic species,
includingCyathea albosetacea(tree fern) andPhalaenopsis speciosalorchid). A total of 14
species of mammals, 71 species of birds, 26 species of reptiles, 10 species of amphibians
and 113 species of fish have been reported. The region also harbours a large number of
endemic and endangered species of fauna. To date, 11 species of mammals, 32 species of
birds, 7 species of reptiles and 4 species of amphibians have been found to be endemic. Of
these, the well-known Crab-eating Macaque, Nicobar Tree Shrew, Dugong, Nicobar
Megapode, Serpent Eagle, salt water crocodile, marine turtles and Reticulated Python are
endemic and/or endangered.

Socio-Economics Characteristics

The Mongoloid Shompen Tribe, about 200 in number, live in the forests of the biosphere =
reserve particularly along the rivers and streams. They are hunters and food gatherers,

dependent on forest and marine resources for sustenance. Another Mongoloid Tribe,

Micobarese, about 300 in number, used to live in settlements along the west coast. After the
tsunami in 2004, which devastated their settlement on the western coast, they were

relocated to Afra Bay in the North Coast and Campbell Bay. They survive on fish caught

from the sea. The settlers and mainlanders, which number over 8 000, live along the

southeast coast of the island, practising agriculture, horticulture and fishing. The Shompens

move between the Core and Buffer Zones, while the settlers and Nicobarese live in

settlements spread along the coast in the Transition zone.
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NGT constitutes high-powered committee to Tribunal

revisit environmental nod granted to Great ® greentibunal govin * @
NiCObar ISland prOjeCt ¢  The National Green Tribunal is a statutory body in

India that deals with expeditious disposal of cases
The Great Nicobar Island (GNI) is a mega project to be implemented at the southern end of the Andaman related to environmental protection and other
and Nicobar islands. The project includes an international container transshipment terminal, an natural resources. It was set up under the National
international airport, township development, and a 450 MVA gas and solar based power plant over an . : L
extent of 16,610 hectares in the island. Green Tribunal Act in 2010. Wikipedia
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| Environment |
Cut trees for projects in Nicobar, plant some in MP? Why
Modi govt plan hasn’t assuaged concerns

Great Nicobar Island to get transshipment port, airport, township. MP, Haryana earmarked for compensatory
afforestation but experts say that can't make up for lost virgin rainforests.

SIMRIN SIRUR 01 December, 2022 02:09 pm IST
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Review committee set to clear Rs 41,000 crore Nicobar
Port project

On Apnil 3, the Kolkata Bench of the National Green Tribunal (NGT) put a two-month stay on any further work in the EC granted to
the project

@J E-Paper Markets Politics Opinion India News Portfolio T20 World ¢
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Dhruvaksh Saha|Shreya Jai| New Delhi
4 min read Last Updated : Jun 18 2023 | 11:07 PM IST
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A high-powered committee (HPC)
formed to scrutinise the environmental
clearance (EC) given to the Centre’s
ambitious Great Nicobar
transshipment port project is likely to
give its all-clear to the proposed
project, which has been halted since
April, multiple senior officials
told Business Standard.

On April 3, the Kolkata Bench of the
National Green Tribunal (NGT) put a
two-month stay on any further work in
the EC granted to the project. The Rs
41,000 crore project would be on hold
until the NGT-appointed committee
scrutinises the green approval granted
by the Centre, read the order.

The committee was given two months



¢  Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways

Today, Shri @sarbanandsonwal , Union Minister, MoPSW visited the site
of International Container Transhipment Port, at Galathea Bay, Great
Nicobar Island and reviewed the project progress. The strategic location
of Galathea Bay is a huge advantage to EXIM trade.

@mygovindia

Project Site International Container
[ =0V T-1""A Transhipment Port
23" November, 2023 Q GulatheaBay.

& Randhir Jaiswal and 9 others

2:54 PM - Nov 23, 2023 - 3.930 Views
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Union Minister @sarbanandsonwal visits Galathea Bay in Great Nicobar
Island and reviews the progress of the proposed International Container
Transhipment Port (ICTP)

ICTP will be a shining example of a new India as envisaged by Prime
Minister @narendramodi in Maritime Amritkal Vision 2047

Read more: pib.gov.in/PressReleasePa...

711 PM - Nov 23, 2023 - 4,514 Views



Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways

Shri Sarbananda Sonowal visits Galathea Bay in Great Nicobar Island and reviews
progress of proposed International Container Transhipment Port (ICTP)

ICTP will be a shining example of new India as envisaged by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi in
Maritime Amritkal Vision 2047

DPR of the project is under finalization and the tenders for construction of the project will be invited at
the beginning of the next year.

With an estimated cost of about 44,000 Crores ICTP will play a crucial for the economic and
infrastructural development of the Region

Posted On: 23 NOV 2023 5:49PM by PIE Delhi

Union Minister for Ports, Shipping and Waterways (MoPSW) and Avush, Shri Sarbananda Sonowal visited the site of the proposed International Container Transhipment
Port (ICTP), at Galathea Bay, Great Nicobar [sland today and reviewed its progress with the semior officials. As envisaged in the Marntime India vision 2030 as well as one
of the kev projects in the Amrnit kaal Vision 2047, the proposed International Container Transhipment Port (ICTP) project has reached significant milestones, solidifying its
position as a transformative initiative with a total estimated cost of about 44 000 Crores. The project 1s strategically important for the country and crucial for the economic

and infrastructural development of the entire region, has garnered key approvals and support from government bodies.
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Business Mews + Mews » Economy @ Infrastructurs « Transhipment port: Gowt s3ys 11 players have expressed intersst in the project in Great Nicobar Island

Transhipment port: Govt says 11 players have
expressed interest in the project in Great Nicobar
Island

BTl = Last Updated: Jan 0F, 2024, 04:50:00 PM 15T - ? :‘3) - A"‘ . D ai“ _,E‘ .
Synopsis _ ) N
The government has received expressions of interest from 11 entities for the Rs 41,000- ( EHOUSING cou

crore international transhipment port project at Great Micobar Island. Union Minister
Sarbananda Sonowal announced the submissions for the f Bengal project,
expected to handle 16 millien containers annually. Planne four phases, the first
phase aims to cormmission by 2028, costing Rs 18,000 crore.

india finds home on the
No.1 Real Estate app

Explore now
NEW DELHI: The government has

received expressions of interest (EOIs)

from 11 players for the Rs 41,000-crore

international transhipment port

project at Great Nicobar Island in the

Bay of Bengal, Union minister
Sarbananda Sonowal said on

Wednesday. Last year, the Ministry of Tejasvi Suresh

Bala
CEQ, Swirl Lifestyle

Ports, Shipping and Waterways in a
statement said the project is expected to be completed with an investment of

Rs 41,000 crore (USD 5 billion), including investment from both government

and public-private partnership (PPP) concessionaires.

Videos

"11 players have submitted expressions of interest for the international

transhipment port project at Great Nicobar Island,” the ports, shipping and

waterways minister said.




Public-Private
Partnership

[ pa-blik ‘pri-vat pdrt-nar-,ship]

A collaboration between a
government and private
enterprise, often on large
infrastructure projects that
the private partner may
finance, plan, or execute.
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MoPSW is developing Greenfield International Container Transshipment
Port in Galathea Bay at Great Nicobar island. ICTP will allow Great
Nicobar to participate in the regional & global maritime economy as a
major player in cargo transshipment

@narendramodi
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DW Asia 2 B
@dw_hotspotasia
==India is determined to build its own "Hong Kong" on the pristine Great

Nicobar island. Activists warn the impact could go beyond wrecking the
environment — it could spell extinction for the indigenous people.

Read here: p.dw.com/p/4cc94

Will India’s megaproject

9:09 PM - Feb 20, 2024 - 429 Views



NATURE AND ENVIRONMENT | INDIA

Will India's megaproject sink Great
Nicobar island?

Murali Krishnan in New Delhi
02/20/2024

India is determined to build its own "Hong Kong" on the pristine Great Nicobar island. Activists warn the
impact could go beyond wrecking the environment — it could spell extinction for indigenous islanders.
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Suspend all clearances, conduct review of ‘mega infra
project’ in Great Nicobar Islands: Congress to govt

Ambika Pandit / TNN / Jun 17, 2024, 22:31 IST | & suare | (5] (AA] [Forrow us & |

New For You Congress demands suspension of Rs 72,000 crore infra project in Great Nicobar
Islands, posing threat to tribal communities and natural ecosystem.

'Didn't expect tip-off to ...
"t Mystery call on 'safe
house' put cops on NEET...

PM Modi meets Bangladesh
PM Sheikh Hasinz at
Rashtrapati Bhavan




The Congress party on June 17 demanded the withdrawal of
clearances and a ground-up review of the 372,000 crore
infrastructure project, being championed by the National
Democratic Alliance (NDA) government, at the Great Nicobar Island.

The Great Nicobar Project, as it is called, involves developing a
trans-shipment port, an international airport, township
development, and a 450 MVA gas and solar-based power plant on
the island. The project area is expected to be spread over 130 sq.
km. of pristine forest, and has been accorded environmental
clearance — one of the mandatory pre-requisites — by an expert
committee. Several concerns have been raised on the project on
environmental grounds, as well as the alleged violation of the rights
of tribals resident in the region.
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This is a mega ecological disaster that MUST be averted

Tii The Hindu € @the hindu - Jun 17

The Congress party on June 17 demanded the withdrawal of clearances and a
ground-up review of the F72,000 crore infrastructure project, being

championed by the National Democratic Alliance (NDA) government, at the
Great Nicobar Island.
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STATEMENT ISSUED BY SHRI JAIRAM RAMESH, MP, GENERAL
SECRETARY (COMMUNICATIONS), AICC

17" June 2024

The Union Government’s proposed Rs. 72,000 crore “Mega Infra Project” in Great Nicobar Island is a grave
threat to Great Nicobar Island’s tribal communities and natural ecosystem. The project, initiated in March
2021 at the instance of the NITI Aayog, shows numerous red flags:

e The Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change has given ‘in principle’ clearance for
diverting 13,075 hectares of forest land. This area is about 15% of the island’s land mass and
constitutes one of the country’s largest forest diversions in a nationally and globally unique rainforest
ecosystem

e Compensatory afforestation for the loss of this unique rainforest ecosystem has been planned in the
state of Haryana, thousands of kilometres away and in a vastly different ecological zone

e The coastline where the port and the project is proposed to come up is an earthquake prone zone, and
saw a permanent subsidence of about 15 feet during the tsunami of December 2004. Locating such a
massive project here puts investment, infrastructure, people, and the ecology in harm’s way

e The project poses a direct threat to the wellbeing and survival of the Shompen, an indigenous
community classified as a Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Group (PVTG). 39 experts from across the
world have warned the Administration that the project poses the threat of genocide to the Shompen

e The Administration has compromised on due process in its rush to get approval —

o The Administration did not adequately consult the Tribal Council of the Islands, as is legally
required. The Tribal Council of Great Nicobar Island has in fact expressed objections to the
Project, claiming that the authorities had earlier “rushed them” into signing a “No Objection™
letter based on misleading information — and that the No Objection letter has since been
revoked

o The Administration ignored the Island’s Shompen Policy, notified by the Union Ministry of
Tribal Affairs, which requires authorities to prioritise the tribe’s welfare when considering
“large scale development proposals™

o The Administration appears to have skipped the legally mandated consultation with the
Scheduled Tribes Commission, required by Article 338(9) of the Indian Constitution

o The “Social Impact Assessment” conducted as part of the Right to Fair Compensation and
Transparency in Land Acquisition, Rehabilitation and Resettlement Act, 2013 (RFCTLARR)
ignored the existence of the Shompen and the Nicobarese

o Parts of the project site come under CRZ 1A (areas with turtle nesting sites, mangroves, coral
reefs), which has been noted in an NGT order in response to petitions challenging the
clearances. Allowing port construction here is clearly violative of the said provisions.

o The Project violates the letter and spirit of the Forest Rights Act (2006), which holds the
Shompen as the sole legally empowered authority to protect, preserve, regulate and manage
the tribal reserve

In view of these numerous violations of due process, legal and Constitutional provisions protecting Tribal
communities, and the project’s disproportionate ecological and human cost, the Indian National Congress
demands an immediate suspension of all clearances and conduct of a thorough impartial review of the
proposed project, including by the Parliamentary committees concerned.

opun  Jairam Ramesh v

o @Jairam Ramesh

Our statement on the Mega Infra
Project on Great Nicobar Island.
@INCIndia demands an immediate
suspension of all clearances and
conduct of a thorough impartial
review of the proposed project,
including by the Parliamentary
committees concerned.

1:42 PM - Jun 17, 2024 - 281K Views
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UPSC Prelims (2014)
Q. Which of the following have coral reefs?

1.Andaman and Nicobar Islands

2.Gulf of Kachchh
3.Gulf of Mannar
4.Sunderbans

Select the correct answer using the code given below:

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only

(b) 2 and 4 only

(c) 1 and 3 only

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 Ans: (a)
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Railways conducts trial run on world's highest
arch rail bridge in J&K

According to the Ministry, it was the first ever full train that crossed over the iconic bridge between
Dugga and Bakkal stations across the Chenab river, which is the world's highest arch railway bridge

@ India World Movies Sport e-Paper

Published - June 21, 2024 04:14 am IST - New DelhifJammu

m India B:siness Budget 2024  Financial Literacy International Business Markets Videos
Chenab Rail Bridge Achieves Big Milestone! Indian
Railways Conducts Train Trials On World’s Highest
Railway Bridge - Check Top Facts
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Home [ India News [ WATCH: Railways' successful trial run on world's highest Chenab rail bridge

WATCH: Railways' successful trial run on world's highest
Chenab rail bridge 3 min read La;t Updated : Jun 21 2024 | 10:52 AM |ST

Indian Railways conducted the first trial run on the Chenab Rail Bridge, the world's highest railway bridge, connecting Sangaldan in
Ramban district fo Reasi
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Ashwini Vaishnaw &
@AshwiniVaishnaw
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1st trial train between Sangaldan to Reasi.

Last edited 7:50 PM - Jun 16, 2024 - 606.6K Views
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The first train to cross the world’s highest railway bridge—the Chenah
Bridge in India.

Since it’s Yoga Day, it’s the perfect image to signify that our infrastructure is
stretching itself as far towards the skies as possible.... 2
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STATUS OF KATRA-BARAMULLA SECTION

Baramula.
Srinagar
PM to flag off »
1st electric train .Baramulla:
in Kashmir from Srinagar-Banihal
Baramulla to (138 k[n):
Sangaldan Operational
Anantnag 0
gea Banihal- |
Sanagaldan (48
km): Completed
Sangaldan to Dugga & ready for train
(28 km): Completion tion
by June 2024 i /
Dugga-Bakkal-Reasi, ge":sgla Reasi-Katra (18
including Chenab Bridge km): Completion
(18 km): Complete K‘ by July 2024
JAMMU
AND

KASHMIR




Rigid Overhead Conductor System (ROCS)
uses a rigid conductor instead of a flexible
wire for electric power collection. ROCS has a
rigid conductor rail installed overhead. A
copper contact wire is inserted in the
conductor rail and the Pantograph on the
rolling stock collects power from this rigid
conductor. apr2021
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CONVENTIONAL OHE ROCS SYSTEM
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1st trial train between Sangaldan to Reasi.

Last edited 7:50 PM - Jun 16, 2024 - 606.6K Views
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“CHENAB BRIDGE

World’s highest ailway bridge,
359m above the river bed level.

Part ofthe Udhampur-Srinagar-Baramulla
rall link project.

The Bridee is 1315 meters long and is
35 meters higher than the iconic
Eiffel Tower in Paris (France),

Length of Arch Span is 467 meters,
longest in India

Bridge designed to withstand high
wind speed up to 266 km/hr.
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TRB ] e
SR 220,000 or |
e 2 Totalcostof F
LA the project '
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NORTHERN RAILWAY

UDHAMPUR SRINAGAR BARAMULLA :
NEW RAIL LINK (B.G.) PROJECT. Th e p la n
BUDGAM(RS)
' MAZHOM (R5) SRINAGAR (RS)
/—u The Udhampur to Baramulla
KAKPORA (RS) » » .
¥ AWANTIPORA (RS) ra'l |'nk 'S 272 km long.
BARAMU PATTAN (RS) P
HAMRE (Rg) 200%™
SOPORE (st BIJBHERA (RS)

SALIENT FEATURES OF THE PROJECT ANANTNAG (RS)

ITEM UHP- | SVDK-| ENAL- | QZ0- | Totl SADURA (RS)
svDK | BNAL | oZ0 | ERML |USERL

Route Lenglh -3 11 18 118 Fir]
{in kmy i e QUAZIGUND (RS)
Ruibing Cradieat |t in 10000 1 in e 10 1o e omes | - . TUNNEL NO-80

-
3 Srinagar
e o M s ] Baramulla g
Shoplan BAMIHAL (RS)
Bridges - k a & wxr
/n:mm
Max. 1 of (13 50 s a3 . 'I'I,,"'E_NO.T."D

: Kashmir

Langth of 14g8 Tass s 4210 (E[NE]
D Qesiin riy - TUNNEL NO-TAR
ARPINCHALA (RS) & ) Va ” ey
ongestayn |104 0o | 0 wai] sh Vel | ot |- TUNNEL M50 SUMBER (RS)
i ) e e Knas) n: e Irdar TUNNEL NO-49 /-
Tunnet Length T °H 11215 oo 118 TUMKNEL NO-42 A
my ) INEL NO-44/45
Tesal Ko, of 1] 27 1] - TUNNEL NO-37 SANGAW{S) |
[==-] . 1 1
TUNNMEL NO-45 =
S e 2182 Banihal
- TUNMEL NO-12 TUNNEL
i A : TUNNEL NO-1 65 4SINDADHAR (RS)
TUMNEL NG-10 .
Langest Turnel| 345 1275 | s i ‘ TUNNEL MO-6 =
- NE] 3
SALAL (RS) E 3 AN
TUNNEL NO =>4 SHR! MATA VAISHND DEV!
REASI
e 77 ) e Katra Udh
Br35 ampur
TURNNEL NOG-/ . TUNNEL NG 25
2_/ /tffn‘ _AKHWAL {RS)
T TUNNEL NO- - EL NO.23
: ,‘b;g?w‘;; *Sﬁ&‘%% w”(‘i. TUNNEL NO-1
o o : Jammu
“ - Ao

LIDHA R(RS)

r&%\“&‘«%
Source: Northern Railway Construction Organization (USBRL Project)

- JAMNMU TAV (RS)




THETRAINTO
KASHMIR

& QAZIGUND-BARAMULLA (119 km)
| L\ COMMISSIONED In Oct 2009;
e o B \' Cost¥3,493cr
?." g i Srinagar

BANIHAL-QAZIGUND (18 km)
> COMMISSIONED in July 2014;
Qazigund — -, Cost¥1,692cr
Banihal ——

*
Work in Progress <: - COMPLETED (129 km)
- (But not commissioned)
CHENAB BRIDGE _J; y “_"
< ANJIKHAD BRIDGE ——© |

UDHAMPUR-KATRA (25 km)
Udhampur j COMMISSIONED in July 2014;

Shri Mata Vaishno Devi Katra

Cuphic EDesgn . -

= Cost¥1,11lcr
HIGHEST RAILWAY | FIR§T CABLE- ' LONGEST
BRIDGE INWORLD STAYED BRIDGE - TRANSPORT TUNNEL

359 mabove Chenab = ofthelndianRailways | inlndia; 12.75 km
bed, 35 mhigherthan | ontheAnjiKhad,in ' long,inRamban
Eiffel Tower . Reasidistrict - | district
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4 km Sangaldan-
Banihal stretch

goesfrom 1,232 mto
1,705 m above sea level.

3 O curvesover23.72
km have ensured a

0.5-1%track gradient

between the two stations.

I

Baramulla line; almost
209 km has been
commissioned. 95% work
complete on remaining
63 km stretch between
Sangaldan and Katra.
Valley likely to be linked
with the Indian Railways
network this summer.

Baramulla Baramulla - Srinagar -
TN Banihal-Sangaldan

=g section: Operational
Srinagar 3 |

R
) Banihal -
Sangaldan- U;:\Qazigund Sangaldan
Dugga: Likely () Banihal section:
completion 4 Inaugurated by
this year P the PM last
| & sangaldan week
(-Dugga Reasi-Katr
Dugga- 2 : asi-Katra
Bakkal-Reasi ) Reasi Sectlgn.
section: ryKatra Nearing
Includes completion
Chenab bridge
i U T Jammu &
Jammu :
. Kashmir:



#ek s Railway Line 3

ke

Under construction P
-j o'.-"s .Iq-'
- "‘ ~q--..~.-.-"’-,0
¢ Baramulla

2 Bamhal
i Katra(j

- Udhampur
“‘\Jammu ‘g‘) T

Map not 1o Scale\» 4,,Pathankot
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Baramulla
KM287100_

Tracking the train

JAMMU-UDHAMPUR, 54 KM:
'/‘ N Line already operational
M UDHAMPUR-KATRA, 25 KM:

Most of the work completed but inau-
guration delayed because of partial
collapse of an important tunnel. Was
originally slated for inauguration on
August 15, 2007

KATRA-QAZIGUND, 148 KM:
Work on 70-km stretch being con-
structed by Konkan Railways put on
hold. The remaining work being done
by IRCON is still on.

QAZIGUND-BARAMULLA, 119 KM
Construction on, with work complete
on more than 100 km. Inauguration o
this section will see the first train com:
ing to the Valley. Inauguration likely ir
a couple of months.

Rajdhani Trains Service Map

-8

RAJDHANI EXPRESS
ROUTE MAP
JammuTawi
JNew Delhi.. o "
Hazrat leamugsug _~. ,Dibrugar
’ ‘\‘- \\, T ,:'\. " .
.\ » 2% ST
[ \ NN - Rajendra .
/ 1P Allahabad : Nagar Terminaf
Lk oA N & N
Ranchl Sea!dah
P ‘ _ - Howrah “‘i
R o 4 Bilaspur
Yy 3 | A | J
\ A - 3
"/f,' ' Bhubaneswar
Wumba,l b
' ‘ b ;
| |Secunderabad
L4
">Madgaon
f
Cheﬁnau ¢
Bengaluru s _1;,. '
O, “4 g
Rajdhani Express Route
\ “‘
Thiruvananthapuram.’“ |
Map not ::; Scale
Copyright ® 2017 www.mapsofindia.com




Karakoram Range
Area ceded to China

Arom Pakistan in 1963

-
Rakaposhi
%hnzar A (7788m)_

“z’ GWaI §tan

77177 Sq KM

» Jammu & Kashmir

E:
i OPalwama @ by India
§ 01902& red 9?305:1 K:‘d‘ ))
32 y @Ladakh

Pakistan
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Chenab Bridge

ﬂ * Once completed, it will The bridge » Designed to withstand wind
e Ttreeoriotne vilise gl o 250 on e
. bridge (275 m) in China. 359m “angineering marvel” will

above the connect Bakkal (Katra) and
riverbed Kauri (Srinagar).
\,‘ v :

- . -

: » The bridge forms a
y ' crucial link in the 111-km

: TN \ stretch between Katra

The massive i RS \ and Banihal, which is part

arch-shaped structure . « N of the Udhampur-

is being constructed at | Srinagar-Baramulla rail
_acostofaround oS \ link project.

BSJ'lbI'I —— l‘.‘ ! )"i * Slated to be completed

2 L s by 2018, it is expected to

A NN T N - A - become a tourist
24,000 tonnes 1 & . % | attraction in the region.

of steel will be used
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Pak-occupied Kashmir

Afea Cede(j fO Karakoram Ch 'na
China by Pakistan Pass
Indira Col = M
: AGPL> Area occupied
Line of Controf 4 Siachen by China
' .
Muzaffarabad,~ _ ,_\J o7 [Ngesa2) N suem cHiv
i Ceng r~
’ T =2sa Kargil
"s' Uri Srinagar * ™9 Jammu .&
o ® Kashmir
V% "INDIA FBET
. AMEAB S s W [ntemational border from Madhopur
B\ e to Sangam: 198 km.
~ 0/ m | oC from Sangam to pt. NJ 9842: 778 km.
e W AGPL from pt. NJ 9842 to Indira Col: 150 km.
PAKISTAN /| Jammu =

Chicken -’lrMadhopur HP u
Neck 4% puniab Ei KBK
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INDIAN RAILWAYS

(JAMMU TAWI <=> MUMEBAI BANDRA)
VIVEK EXPRESS
ROUTE MAP
(IMPORTANT HALTS)

MAP NOT TO SCALE

JAM



o
ANDHRA
PRADESH




India and ASEAN

e ¥ BHUTAN °

| ' Manipur:
Chicken Neck @LLHENIEY; ‘Morehg

INDIA

A '_IV;_‘_\ i

Sittwe

B Ports cities in Myanmar

™= Proposed road between
Manipur and Thailand via
Myanmar

. Mac Sot

THAILAND



NCEERT

'OFFER PRICE | !

999:s:

Purchase Time to Pay |
2500 Rs;

I
Next Month to Pay |

¢500 Rs,

1.SUBJECTS TO BE TAUGHT (NCERTS FROM CLASS 6TH-12TH)
2.SUBJECTS: GEOGRAPHY, POLITY, HISTORY, INDIAN
ECONOMY,

3. LIVE LECTURES DELIVERED IN HINGLISH LANGUAGE BY

ANKIT AVASTHISR. et
4.SPECIAL EMPHASIS ON CONCEPTUAL CLARITY IN CLASSES. -
5.ALIGNMENT WITH UPSC AND STATE PSC PATTERN:

LIMITED SEATS e S
3ife EMI INFORMATION & fele Yy

& 787815888233 ®lcT B¢
FOR UPSC & VARIOUS STATE PSC ENAM sy s pisic










lories 40

Water 89%

@ Protein 1.1 gm
" Carbs
9.3 gm

Sugar
42 gm




Govt buys 71,000 tons of onion for buffer
stock; expects retail prices to ease with
normal monsoon New Deli| e 22,2024 T7441ST |

The government will exercise the option of holding or releasing onions from the buffer in order to

maintain stability in prices of onion \\\Th eIndian EXPRESS

er Leak Row ) NTA Director General Subodh Kumar Singh removed; Pradeep Singh Kharola appointed new ]

Govt buys 71,000 tonnes of onion for buffer stock;
expects retail prices to ease with normal monsoon

Updated: Jun 22, 2024, 04:02:00 PM IST rrI_IE E(‘ONOE[IC rrﬂ“ ES

NOTV LIWVETV ~ LATEST  INDIA  VIDEO  ELECTIONS  OPINION  CITIES  WEBSTORIES  OFFBEAT

Centre Buys 71,000 Tonnes Of Onion For
Buffer Stock, Expects Retail Prices To Ease

According to data compiled by the department of consumer affairs, the all-India average onion retalil
price stood at ¥ 38.67 per kg on Friday, while the modal price was ¥ 40 per kg.

Business Mews | Press Trust of India | Updated: June 22, 2024 4:56 pm IST

F

R -
by
g
Pt
3 \
i ¢
res 4§ ‘ L
-l
: 1 ! m “ ) . 4 -
' e
v LY




vy

.
Lx

FE T@R ¥ 34 9T AT a6
TR Tk o T AT 71,000
A W G@lder R



- 3: P |
- «' '. ” x
"’ 2 “ ,*,;
R - . m-a’- ‘& ~
'GOVT HAS 5 LAKH METRIC
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President's Secretariat
* PRIME MINISTER OF BAMGLADESH CALLS
ON THE PRESIDENT
Prime Minister's Office
* Gujarat CM meets PM

* Prime Minister Narendra Modi pays tribute on
birth anniversary of Sant Kabir Das

* Prime Minister condoles the demise of
Acharya Laxmikant Dixit

* Press staterent of Prime Minister Shri
Marendra Modi during the visit of Prime
Minister of Bangladesh to India

AYUSH

* CCRAS to Organize Landmark National
Consultative Meet on “Research Priority

Onion buffer enhanced from 3 lakh MT to 5 lakh
MT

From tomorrow (Monday) NCCF will sell onions at retail
price of Rs 25 per kg

Posted On: 20 AUG 2023 2:56PM by PI1B Delhi

In an unprecedented move the Government raised the quantum of onion buffer to 5.00 lakh metric tonne
this year, after achieving the initial procurement target of 3.00 lakh metric tonne. In this regard, the
Department of Consumer Affairs has directed NCCF and NAFED to procure 1.00 lakh tonne each to
achieve the additional procurement target alongside calibrated disposal of the procured stocks in major
consumption centres.

Disposal of onions from the buffer has commenced, targeting major markets in States and UTs where
retail prices are above the all-India average and/or are significantly higher than the previous moenth. As
on date, about 1,400 MT of onions from the buffer has been dispatched to the targeted markets and are
being continuously released to augment the availability.

Apart from releasing in major markets, onions from the buffer are also being made available to retail
consumers at a subsidized rate of Rs.25/- per kg through retail outlets and mobile vans of NCCF from
tomorrow ic Monday 21st August 2023. Retail sale of onion will be suitably enhanced in coming days
by involving other agencies and e-commerce platforms.




I TS Gl e 38.67 399 fohett
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Ministry of Consumer
Affairs, Food and Public
Distribution

Government ministry :

oy STt AT R @ v 'ONSUMER AFFAIRS
; DEPARTMENT OF & Consumin assams F5. Food & Public Distribstion,
~ e "' ';_' | - : ’ :l )
e’ CONSUMER AFFAIRS At Covmmmiont of fniks

R e

e

Deparntment of S0
Consumer Affai{" @@ >
Rajasthan

The Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public
Distribution is a govermment ministry of India. The
ministry is headed by a Cabinet rank minister.
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Officeholder: C. R. Chaudhary {Minister of State)
Founded: 2 September 1946

Jurisdiction: Government of India



ONION

CONSUMPTION

INDIA VS PEERS

Onion consumed per capita per year

#57/th

INDIA'S RANK AMONG
ONION-CONSUMING
COUNTRIES
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LAYERS OF THE INDIAN

India produces tens of
millions of metric tons of
onions annually.

The exact figure fluctuates
from year to year due to
several factors.

Over the past decade,
India has seen an increase
in onion production.

Driven by advances in
agricultural technology,
improved irrigation, and

expanded cultivation areas.

Weather fluctuations and AN ST N
market dynamics can

cause significant variations
in production.

STATES WITH HIGH ONION GULTIVATION

Maharashtra

Leads in onion production
in India, accounting for a
large share of the
country's output.

Karnataka
Known for its onion
cultivation, especially in
regions like Dharwad and
Gadag.

Madhya Pradesh

A growing onion-
producing region with
districts like Indore and

Gujarat
Important for its onion
production, with districts
like Bhavnagar and

Ujjain. Rajkot.
FETERETY KA r‘\‘*‘i““\ ( y Y‘"‘l“’ ; 1
N ‘v /) J/"\’ /’ - } L
A significant producer #i .&Q\\'\\‘/J’ M AN i y 5
with districts like Sikar e 3 X S\ T 3
and Alwar. - O o Sl i

KHARIF SEASON

Sown with the onset of the monsoon
(June-July) and harvested in

the autumn (September-October).
These onions often

have a shorter shelf life.

RABI SEASON

Sown in winter (October-November)
and harvested in early spring
(February-April). Rabi onions are
generally better for storage and
have a longer shelf life.)
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Wholesale,
Ahmedabad

Wholesale,
Mahuva*

Retail

Groceries |
apps

" September 7 ™ September 23

We can't remove onions

from our dishes as it is
the base ingredient. We have to
absorb the higher cost and
bear the loss. We
can't increase
prices as the
industry is
already ina
difficult phase
Rohit Khanna
PROMOTER OF A
RESTAURANT

{ used to pay Rs 200
. « for vegetables for

| Nimisha

Prices of Onion in t/kg
d\\ \

A"“ﬂ"’é

* Mahuva is
biggest wholesale
market for onions

The increase in onion
prices is affecting the
budget of housewives. Not just
onions, prices of several
other vegetables are
very high. Earlier, |

=%
three days, now this A
is costing Rs 350-400 /

Vaishna (e
HOUSEWIFE AT




BULK OF INDIA'S ONION EXPORT
TO BANGLADESH AND MALAYSIA

EXPORT OF ONIONS FROM INDIA TO TOP COUNTRIES IN 2020. RISING
DOMESTIC PRICES HAS PROMPTED THE CENTRE TO BAN EXPORTS
NOW, WITH THE EXCEPTION OF BANGLADESH

(In 1,000 metric tons)

BANGLADESH 259.37

MALAYSIA
UAE
SRI'LANKA

NEPAL

QATAR
OMAN
KUWAIT
INDONESIA

"D%u As of August 2020 [ P
=it Source: DGCI&S, APEDA _ :



SAE@ A R @I FMICLE IWFAH .
Why onion prices hit eye-watering levels?
ﬁQTr ﬁ aTriT ag !ﬂ‘ W Percentage change in onion prices over 12 months

300%
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150%

100%
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CPI - Tomato, Onion, Potato and Household

== Tomato == Onion Potato == Household
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Production in lakh tonnes

ONION PRODUCTION VS IMPORTS

0-
123.30 23.81 33.62 35.04

35+
30+

Production up

by 11.74 lakh 20L . ; . :
tonnes in past FY19 FY20 FY2l Fyaz
3 years
Import in lakh tonnes
> 2.
,~+ - 1007 571 553 645
2592 lakh 8+ & R
hectares of Al \1‘;
land used for i | . | | |
cultivation FY19 FY20 FY21 FY22
in FY22

Srouce: DAE
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MINIMUM EXPORT PRICE

e Minimum Export Price (MEP) is the price below which an
exporter is not allowed to export the commodity from India.

* This measure is implemented when domestic retail or
wholesale prices are increasing or when there are
production issues. It acts as a quantitative restriction on
trade.

* The government sets the Minimum Export Price (MEP) for
certain commodities to control domestic price increases
and ensure sufficient domestic supply.
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India’s Top Export Destinations of Onions

200 60 |28
175 Value USD Million (2022) 25 Value USD Million
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byAnkit Avasthi Sir

IMD Y T¥aTerT 37R Gy 22r T ZeATQHT ... SY &9 Y =ma? by Ankit
Avasthi Sir

454K views * Streamed 2 months ago

4= Apni Pathshala

IMD 2 =TT 3R Y 320 BT eyt 7T, Sy F T by




MONTH WHOLESALE
August 18-22
September 10-17
October 35-50
November 2 /% 35-40

Current retail price

X55-60

WHOLESALE | MONTH  WHOLESALE

Tomato
MONTH
August : 30-40 | October
September 15-18 | November

Current retail price | % 60-80

MONTH WHOLESALE
August : 5-7
September .. 5-8
October ' 6-7
November 12-13
Current retail price
X25-30

35-50
35-40







Reduction in
plant growth

:V
@

‘Water loss.




More antioxidants
A
Increased WUE
A

Higher atmospheric CO,

A4

Reduced night-time
respiration

T

l

Evaporative cooling
V reduced

Less micro- and maronutrients

gy

Photosynthetic acclimation

e

Higher annual yields

I \ A
C,Photosynthesis

enhanced

Extreme heat

’

Reduced product quality

More exotic crops

S Over winter production

Longer scason and
market supply

l

Respiration incrcased

v

Accelerated development
¢.g. bush bean, onion

AN

Higher temperatures

A 4

Insufficient cold accumulation,
¢.g. asparagus. cauliflower
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IMD on heatwave conditions in India >

! 13 coft Y {
‘ \\\ The Indian Express (
IMD warns of heatwave spells lasting

days in April-June

8 hours ago 8 hours ago

@ (ndia Today

S T
Dt Business Tocay

More heatwave days,
above-normal temperatures
likely in India in April-June

Summer is becoming hotter:
IMD predicts above-normal
temperatures, longer...

;“ ' 49 2:38 /10:08

IMD & 2arast 3iR ¥ 21 P Ferarqt WH... ST HA FR q9E? by Ankit Avasthi Sir
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Updated Seasonal outlook for hot
weather season (
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Avasthi Sir #heatwavealert
401K views = 3 weeks ago
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2023-24 ¥ TS IATST 254.73 ATE 4 814 I ST

AT H HE FHiY WA I TS ST & v IR fRT A 11wt &

HTEW, 2023-24 (F& TSAH YRTATH) § TS IeqTE AT 254.73
A o9 B & IFfIT 8, Safr Use are ST 302.08 91 G 2

JcqTE AT oMl

HHSE & ATER, LET HERTSE H 34.31 ARG H, FHAieh | 9.95 ATE@
T, Y YW F 3.54 AT@ 7 AR TSI 3,12 AT@ 7 416 §
FHHT & HI AT 2



India’s Top Export Destinations of Onions
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'OFFER PRICE | !

999:s:

Purchase Time to Pay |
2500 Rs;

I
Next Month to Pay |

¢500 Rs,

1.SUBJECTS TO BE TAUGHT (NCERTS FROM CLASS 6TH-12TH)
2.SUBJECTS: GEOGRAPHY, POLITY, HISTORY, INDIAN
ECONOMY,

3. LIVE LECTURES DELIVERED IN HINGLISH LANGUAGE BY

ANKIT AVASTHISR. et
4.SPECIAL EMPHASIS ON CONCEPTUAL CLARITY IN CLASSES. -
5.ALIGNMENT WITH UPSC AND STATE PSC PATTERN:

LIMITED SEATS e S
3ife EMI INFORMATION & fele Yy

& 787815888233 ®lcT B¢
FOR UPSC & VARIOUS STATE PSC ENAM sy s pisic
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1.SUBJECTS TO BE TAUGHT (NCERTS FROM CLASS 6TH-12TH)
2.SUBJECTS: GEOGRAPHY, POLITY, HISTORY, INDIAN ECONOMY,

3. LIVE LECTURES DELIVERED IN HINGLISH LANGUAGE BY ANKIT AVASTHI SIR.
4.SPECIAL EMPHASIS ON CONCEPTUAL CLARITY IN CLASSES.
5.ALIGNMENT WITH UPSC AND STATE PSC PATTERN:

6.UNIT WISE WEEKLY TESTS THROUGH UNIQUE WORK BOOK STYLE

-

—

JOUS STATE PSC EXAM

"FOR UPSC & VAR



UPPSC PRELIMS 2024 BATCH

P> Y R/ Features |

@ 300nr+ classes of Complete Syllabus with
revision.
& special Classes for CSAT.

&) "special Mantra" of Apni Pathshala.
A complete collection of yearly Current Affairs.

@] Exams Special Motivational Session by
Ankit Avasthi Sir.

@ Classes will Available in Recorded Format
After Live session with Best Quality.

ﬂ Doubt Session for clearing doubt to your subject
wise faculties.
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7D 28D 90D 365D Apr Mar Feb

31 Mar-27 Apr 2024 Watch time (hours)

Not subscribed 52.1%
L

Subscribed 47.9%
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Our Classroom v ==

Our Resources v

Download lessons and learn anytime, Our Resources v o [ ) -w ‘
Current Affairs ~

anywhere with Apni Pathshala

Current Affairs v , Current gfairs CA Daily
Daily

N
P Google Play .AppStore W Windows 10 0 , o Week|y

Monthly

RNA (Real news and analysis)
18 may 2024

May 18, 2024

Welcome to RNA PDF
ApniPathshala

O vy o

nter Your Full Name

RNA (Real news and analysis)
17 may 2024

May 17,2024
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