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ईरान में मसदू पजशकियान देश िे 9वें राष्ट्रपकि बन गए हैं। उन्होंने िट्टरपंथी नेिा सईद

जलीली िो 30 लाख वोटों से हराया। ईरान में शुक्रवार (5 जुलाई) िो दूसरे चरण िी वोकटंग

हुई थी। इसमें िरीब 3 िरोड़ लोगों ने मिदान किया था।

ईरानी स्टेट मीकिया IRNA िे मुिाकबि, पजशकियान िो 1 िरोड़ 64 लाख वोट कमले,

जबकि जलीली िो 1 िरोड़ 36 लाख वोट हाकसल हुए। पजशकियान िॉक्टर होने िे साथ-

साथ िुरान भी पढािे हैं।

5 जुलाई िो 16 घंटे िि चली वोकटंग में देश िी िरीब 50% (3 िरोड़ से ज्यादा) जनिा ने

वोट िाला था। आकििाररि समय िे मुिाकबि, मिदान शाम 6 बजे खत्म होना था।

हालांकि बाद में इसे राि 12 बजे िि बढा कदया गया था। ईरान िे राष्ट्रपकि इब्राकहम रईसी िी

19 मई िो हेकलिॉप्टर कै्रश में मौि िे बाद देश में राष्ट्रपकि चुनाव िी घोषणा िी गई थी।





पहले चरण में किसी िो नहीं कमला था बहुमि

ईरान में पहले चरण िी वोकटंग 28 मई िो हुई थी। इसमें िोई भी उम्मीदवार 50% वोट हाकसल

नहीं िर पाया था, जो चुनाव जीिने िे कलए जरूरी है। हालांकि, पजशकियान 42.5% वोटों िे

साथ पहले और जलीली 38.8% वोटों िे साथ दूसरे नंबर पर रहे थे।

ईरान िे संकविान िे मुिाकबि, अगर पहले चरण में किसी भी उम्मीदवार िो बहुमि नहीं

कमलिा है, िो टॉप 2 उम्मीदवारों िे बीच अगले चरण िी वोकटंग होिी है। इसमें कजस िैं कििेट

िो बहुमि कमलिा है, वो देश िा अगला राष्ट्रपकि बनिा है।

देश िे सवोच्च नेिा आयिुल्लाह अली खामेनेई ने शुक्रवार सबुह वोट िालने िे बाद िहा था

कि कपछले चरण िी िुलना में इस बार अकिि वोकटंग हो रही है। ये बेहद खुशी िी बाि है।

दरअसल 28 मई िो हुए पहले चरण िे चुनाव में कसर्फ 40% ईराकनयों ने वोट िाला था। यह

आंिड़ा 1979 में हुई इस्लाकमि क्रांकि िे बाद सबसे िम रहा था।







ईरान में राष्ट्रपकि प्रणाली है कजसिा मिलब है कि देश िा मुख्या राष्ट्रपकि होिा

है. यहां राष्ट्रपकि सवोच्च कनवाफकचि नेिा होिा है और सुप्रीम लीिर िे बाद

उसिी अहकमयि दूसरे नंबर पर होिी है. ईरान िे चुनाव पाटी बेस पर नहीं लडे़

जािे बकल्ि राष्ट्रपकि पद िे उम्मीदवार अपनी दावेदारी गाकजफयन िाउंकसल िे

सामने पेश िरिे हैं. चुनाव िौन लडे़गा िौन नहीं इसिा रै्सला गाकजफयन

िाउंकसल िरिी है. गाकजफयन िाउंकसल सीिे िौर से सुप्रीम लीिर से जुड़ी होिी

है.

यहां भारि िी िरह बहुमि हाकसल न िर पाने िे बाद किसी और पाटी या

उम्मीगवार िा समथफन नहीं कलया जा सििा. बकल्ि जो उम्मीदवार पहले और

दूसरे नंबर पर आिे हैं उनिे बीच रन ऑर् मुिाबला होिा है.







The Islamic Consultative Assembly
holds the authority to legislate laws
on all matters within the boundaries
defined by the Constitution.
Nevertheless, it is restricted from
enacting laws that contradict the
fundamental principles of the official
religion of the nation (Islam) or the
Constitution itself.

Government bills are submitted to
the Islamic Consultative Assembly
only after obtaining the approval of
the Council of Ministers.



In Iran’s complex and intertwined political system, one truth emerges
clear: that the office of the Supreme Leader holds the ultimate authority.

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei has been the Supreme Leader since 1989 after
the death of the father of Iran’s Islamic Revolution, the Grand Ayatollah
Rohullah Khomeini. Khamenei’s office has constitutional control over
the judicial branch of the government, as well as command of the
country’s powerful military.

While the constitution has mandated an 86-member elected Assembly of
Experts with the power to appoint and dismiss the Supreme Leader,
Khamenei’s authority goes almost unchallenged. The candidates for the
Assembly of Experts, who hold office for eight year terms, are vetted by
the Guardian Council, a 12-member body half of which is directly
appointed by the Supreme Leader.



पत्नी-बेटी िी मौि िे बाद राजनीकि में आए...

1954 में पैदा हुए मसदू पजशकियान िी मां िुदफ थीं। वे ईरान िे वेस्ट अजरबाइजान प्रोकवंस में

पैदा हुए। ये वही इलािा है जहां िैमूर िे िर से बगदाद से भागे लोगों ने पनाह ली थी। मसदू

ईरान िे किंग रेजा शाह िे दौर में सेना में भी रहे थे।

1980 में जब इराि िे िानाशाह सद्दाम हुसैन ने ईरान पर हमला किया िो मसदू ने जंग िे दौरान

घायलों िा इलाज किया। जंग िे बाद वे िाकिफयि सजफरी िे एक्सपटफ बने। 1994 में उनिी

कजंदगी िा सबसे बुरा दौरा आया। एि िार एक्सीिेंट में उनिी पत्नी और एि बेटी िी मौि हो

गई।

पररवार िे दबाव िे बावजूद उन्होंने दोबारा शादी िरने से इनिार िर कदया। उन्होंने अपने बच्चों

िी परवररश अिेले िी। पजशकियान ने पत्नी िी मौि िे 3 साल बाद ही राजनीकि में एरंी ली।

वे ईरान िे ित्िालीन राष्ट्रपकि मोहम्मद खिामी िे िायफिाल में हेल्थ कमकनस्टर बने।



पजशकियान पर खिामी िे

कवचारों िा िार्ी असर है।

खिामी भी मॉिरेट नेिा थे। उन्होंने

सलमान रुश्दी िे कखलार् जारी

ईरान िे र्िवे िो भी खत्म किया

था। हालांकि 2019 में खामेनेई ने

उस र्िवे िो कर्र से एकक्टव

किया था।











मुकस्लम देश में कहजाब िे कवरोिी, औरिों िी आजादी िी बाि िरिे हैं

पजशकियान पूवफ राष्ट्रपकि हसन रूहानी िे िरीबी हैं। किबेट में वे िई बार कहजाब िा कवरोि

िर चुिे हैं। उनिा िहना है कि किसी िो मॉरल पुकलकसगं िा हि नहीं है।

2022 में महसा अमीनी िी मौि िे बाद ईरान में कहजाब िा कवरोि हो रहा था। िब पजशकियान

ने ईरान िी सत्ता िे कखलार् जािे हुए एि इटंरव्यू में िहा था, "यह हमारी गलिी है। हम अपनी

िाकमफि मान्यिाओं िो िािि िे जररए थोपना चाहिे हैं। यह सांइकटकर्ि िौर पर मुमकिन नहीं

है।“

पजशकियान ने िहा था, "देश में जो भी हो रहा है उसिे कलए मेरे साथ-साथ िाकमफि स्िॉलर

और मकस्जदें, सब कजम्मेदार हैं। एि लड़िी िो पिड़िर, उसे मारने िी जगह सभी िो आगे

आिर बदलाव िी कजम्मेदारी लेनी होगी।"
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2022 में पजशकियान ने ईरानी औरिों िी आजादी िे

गाने- 'औरि, कजंदगी, आजादी' िो अपनी रैली में

इस्िेमाल किया था। ये गाना ईरान में औरिों िी

आजादी िे कलए चलाई गई िैं पेन 'बराए' से है।

पजशकियान ने 'बराए' से पे्रररि होिर अपनी िैं पेन

िा नाम 'बराए ईरान' यानी 'र्ॉर द लव ऑर् ईरान'

रखा। ये िैं पेन सावफजकनि जगहों पर किस िरने और

नाचने िी मांग िरिा है। एक्सपटटफस िा मानना है कि

भले ही पजशकियान औरिों िी आजादी िे कहमायिी

हों वे सपु्रीम लीिर खामेनेई िी मंजूरी िे कबना िुछ

नहीं िर पाएगें।







अमेररिा िे िट्टर कवरोिी हैं सईद जलीली

सईद जलीली अमेररिा िे िट्टर कवरोिी माने जािे हैं।

उनिा िहना है कि ईरान िो अपनी अथफव्यवस्था सिुारने

िे कलए पकिमी देशों पर कनभफर रहने िी जरूरि नहीं है।

रुकढवादी नेिा जलीली िा मानना है कि ईरान िो आकथफि

रूप से इिना आत्मकनभफर होना चाकहए कि अमेररिा िो भी

प्रकिबंि लगाने पर पछिावा हो।

घरेलू आकथफि नीकियों पर भी दोनों उम्मीदवारों में मिभेद है।

पजशकियान िा मानना है कि सरिार िो कनजी के्षत्र िो

पनपने देना चाकहए और बाजार में हस्िके्षप नहीं िरना

चाकहए। जबकि जलीली िा मानना है कि बाजार पर

सरिार िा िंरोल होना चाकहए।



क्या ईरान में िोई बदलाव ला पाएगें पजशकियान?

अमेररिी कथंि टैंि चैथम हाउस िे एक्सपटफ समन विील िे मुिाकबि पजशकियान ईरान िे दूसरे

राष्ट्रपकियों िे मुिाबले ज्यादा मॉिरेट हैं। इससे उन्हें पकिमी देशों से िील िरने में आसानी होगी। वे

ईरान पर न्यूकक्लयर प्रोग्राम िे चलिे लगी पाबंकदयों में अमेररिा से िुछ ररयायि हाकसल िर सििे

हैं।

पजशकियान ईरान में र्ाइनेंकशयल एक्शन टास्ि र्ोसफ (FATF) िो लागू िरने और पकिमी देशों िे

आकथफि प्रकिबंिों िो हटाने िे कलए नीकियां अपनाने पर जोर देिे हैं। र्ाइनेंकशयल एक्शन टास्ि र्ोसफ

(FATF) मनी लॉकन्रगं और टेरर रं्किगं पर नजर रखने वाली संस्था है।

यह अपने सदस्य देशों िो टेरर रं्किगं और मनी लॉकन्रंग जैसी गकिकवकियों में शाकमल होने से रोििा

है। ईरान 2020 से FATF िी ब्लैि कलस्ट में है। इस वजह से IMF, ADB, वल्िफ बैंि या िोई भी

र्ाइनेंकशयल बॉिी आकथफि िौर पर ईरान िी मदद नहीं िरिी है।





राष्ट्रपकि बनिे ही ईरान िी सोशल

पॉकलसीज में िुरंि बदलाव आने िी

सभंावना है। पजशकियान िो सत्ता ऐसे वक्त

कमली है, जब कमकिल ईस्ट में जंग जारी है।

ईरान पर आरोप लग रहे हैं कि वो लेबनान िे

कहजबुल्लाह िे जररए इजराइल से प्रॉक्सी

जंग लड़ रहा है।

हालांकि पजशकियान िा इजराइल पर वही

स्टैंि है जो उनिे पहले िे राष्ट्रपकियों िा

रहा है। ऐसे में दोनों िे ररश्िों पर िोई खास

असर नहीं पडे़गा।







The United States on Saturday criticised Iran's presidential election as 
neither free nor fair, saying it likely would not change the Islamic 
Republic's stance on human rights.

Responding to a query from The Associated Press, the State Department 
said it would continue to use diplomacy with Tehran “when it advances 
American interests”.

“The elections in Iran were not free or fair. As a result, a significant
number of Iranians chose not to participate at all,” the State Department 
said. “We have no expectation these elections will lead to fundamental 
change in Iran's direction or more respect for the human rights of its 
citizens. As the candidates themselves have said, Iranian policy is set by 
the supreme leader.”
It added: “The elections will not have a significant impact on our approach 
to Iran, either. Our concerns about Iran's behaviour are unchanged.”



It added: “The elections will not have a significant impact on 
our approach to Iran, either. Our concerns about Iran's 
behaviour are unchanged.”



Mr Pezeshkian, a seasoned lawmaker and cardiac surgeon, has long
supported both domestic and international reforms in Iran. His win
is viewed as a call for change since it follows a general unhappiness
with the hardline policies of his predecessors. But the dynamics of
Iranian politics, where hardliners still control the majority and the
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei retains ultimate authority,
will put Mr Pezeshkian's ability to carry out his vision to the test.

"Today, we are holding the second round of the presidential election.
More than 700 polling centres are accepting the vote of Iranians. We
hope that by tomorrow morning we will have a new president. There
will be no changes in Iranian foreign policy and internal policy. Both
discourses emphasise strengthening Iranian power internally and
externally," said Iran's ambassador to India, Iraj Elahi.
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दुकनया िा सबसे ऊंचा पवफि माउंट एवरेस्ट पर हर पवफिारोही िा सपना होिा है कि वो एि बार

वहां जरूर जाए। ये खूबसूरि पवफि नेपाल में कस्थि है और नेपाल और किब्बि िी सीमा िो

कचकिि िरिा है। हर साल, सैिड़ों एिवेंचसफ लोग एवरेस्ट पर चढने िी िोकशश िरिे हैं लेकिन

िुछ ही भाग्यशाली होिे हैं जो सर्ल हो पािे हैं। अपने िठोर ठंिे और िम ऑक्सीजन वाले

वािावरण िे िारण, माउंट एवरेस्ट दुकनया िे सबसे खिरनाि पहाड़ों में से एि है।

एवरेस्ट िी आयु

एवरेस्ट 60 वषफ से अकिि पुराना है? वैसे इकिहास िी कििाबों और कवशेषज्ञों िे अनुसार, पवफि

िा कनमाफण िब हुआ था जब भारि िी महाद्वीपीय प्लेट एकशया में दुघफटनाग्रस्ि हो गई थी। भारि

िी प्लेट िो एकशया िे नीचे ििेल कदया गया कजसिे पररणामस्वरूप भूकम िा एि कवशाल

द्रव्यमान ऊपर िी ओर हो गया, और इस िरह दुकनया िी सबसे ऊंची पवफि श्रंखला िा जन्म

हुआ।





शकक्तशाली माउंट एवरेस्ट िो पहली बार 1856 में 8840 मीटर लंबा मापा गया था। 1955 में ऊंचाई

िो 8848 मीटर िि देखा किया गया था, जो अभी भी नेपाली सरिार द्वारा बिाई गई आकििाररि

ऊंचाई है। हालााँकि, एि और चीज ये भी है कि चीनी माउंट एवरेस्ट िी ऊंचाई 8844 मीटर घोकषि

िरिे हैं। वैज्ञाकनि विफमान में दुकनया िे सबसे ऊंचे पवफि िो कर्र से मापने िी प्रकक्रया में हैं, कवशेष

रूप से ऐसा माना जािा है कि 2015 िे भूिंप िे बाद ऊंचाई बदल गई होगी।

सर जॉजफ एवरेस्ट ने इसिा नाम रखा था पीि 15 -

जो लोग नहीं जानिे, एवरेस्ट िी खोज सबसे पहले सर जॉजफ एवरेस्ट ने 1841 में िी थी और उन्होंने

इसिा नाम पीि 15 रखा था। माउंट एवरेस्ट िा नाम िब 1865 में सर जॉजफ एवरेस्ट िे सम्मान में पेश

किया गया था, और इसकलए इसे 'ईव-रेस्ट' िहा जाना चाकहए, न िी 'एवर-एस्ट'। एवरेस्ट िो मूल

रूप से नेपाली द्वारा सागरमाथा नाम कदया गया था, कजसिा अथफ है 'आिाश िी देवी'। जबकि

किब्बिी इसे चोमोलंुगमा िहिे हैं, कजसिा अथफ है 'पहाड़ों िी देवी'।



Sir George Everest





एवरेस्ट न कसर्फ शारीररि रूप से बेहद मुकश्िल है बकल्ि यहां िि पहुंचने िे

कलए आपिे बैंि में भी लाखों रुपए होने चाकहए। जी हां, आपने कबल्िुल

सही सुना, यहां चढाई िरने िा पूरा खचाफ 80 लाख रुपए िे आसपास आिा

है।

एवरेस्ट पर चढने में इिना समय लगने िा िारण यह है कि आपिा शरीर

ऊंचाई पर जाने पर मौसम िे अनुसार एिजस्ट हो सिे। कशखर पर समुद्र िे

स्िर िी िुलना में उपलब्ि ऑक्सीजन िी मात्रा िा िेवल एि किहाई है।

पवफिारोही आमिौर पर बोिलबंद ऑक्सीजन िा उपयोग अत्यकिि ऊंचाई

िे प्रभावों िा सामना िरने में मदद िरने िे कलए िरिे हैं।



As of January 2024, 6,664
people have reached the summit
of Mount Everest on all routes,
including 5,899 clients and 6,097
Sherpas. Of those, 1,571 people
have summited multiple times,
with Kami Rita Sherpa of Nepal
holding the record for the most
summits at 30. Other climbers
who have reached the summit
multiple times include Apa
Sherpa and Phurba Tashi Sherpa,
who have both summited 21
times.













In a recent update, the world’s
tallest peak, Mount Everest’s
highest camp is littered with
frozen garbage. Recently, a team
led by Ang Babu Sherpa took on
the daunting task of cleaning up
debris and recovering remains
near Everest's summit. He
reports that despite their efforts,
the site remains littered with
significant amounts of garbage,
and that the cleanup process
might take years to complete.











During the latest climbing season, a joint effort funded by the Nepal
government involving soldiers and Sherpas managed to remove an
impressive 11 tons (11000 kg) of waste, along with four bodies and a
skeleton. However, this only scratches the surface of the problem. Ang
Babu Sherpa estimates that there may still be between 40 to 50 tons of
garbage across South Col, the last camp before climbers attempt the
summit.

The debris left behind comprises mostly old tents, food packaging, gas
cartridges, oxygen bottles, discarded ropes, and other climbing gear.
These items have accumulated over decades of Everest expeditions,
creating layers of frozen waste at the inhospitable altitude of 8,000
meters (26,400 feet). The extreme conditions at such heights, where
oxygen levels are severely reduced and weather can turn treacherous in
an instant, pose challenges to any cleanup operation.



Since the peak was first conquered in 1953, thousands of climbers
have scaled it and many have left behind more than just their
footprints.

In recent years, a government requirement that climbers bring back
their garbage or lose their deposits, along with increased awareness
among climbers about the environment, have significantly reduced
the amount of garbage left behind. However, that was not the case in
earlier decades. "Most of the garbage is from older expeditions," Ang
Babu said.

The Sherpas on the team collected garbage and bodies from the
higher-attitude areas, while the soldiers worked at lower levels and
the base camp area for weeks during the popular spring climbing
season, when weather conditions are more favorable.







Waste on Mount Everest can be
dangerous to people in several ways,
including:

Contaminating water : Leaking septic
tanks at lodges and human waste at base
camp can pollute groundwater and
contaminate the local watershed, which
can threaten the health of local
communities. Human waste can also
leak to Sherpa communities and base
camp, which can lead to waterborne
diseases like cholera and hepatitis A,
as well as upper-respiratory and
lower-intestinal infections.



▪Threatening the ecosystem
The waste left behind by climbers, including tents, 
oxygen bottles, and other rubbish, can harm the 
fragile ecosystem and wildlife.

▪Revealing bodies
As the glaciers on Mount Everest recede, they reveal 
decades of trash and bodies left behind by 
climbers. Removing a single body can cost as much as
$70,000 and can sometimes be dangerous for the
climbers tasked with recovering them.
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The Defense Research and
Development Authority (DRDO)
started testing its light battle tank
Zorawar in Gujarat's Hazira on
Saturday.

Jointly developed by DRDO and
Larsen & Toubro (L&T) Limited,
Zorawar is built to meet the
Indian Army's requirements in
the eastern Ladakh sector against
Chinese deployment across the
Line of Actual Control (LAC).









रक्षा अनुसंिान एवं कविास संगठन ( DRDO) ने शकनवार (6 जुलाई) िो गुजराि िे सरूि में

स्वदेशी लाइट टैंि 'जोरावर' िा सर्ल परीक्षण किया। DRDO ने इसे लासफन एिं टुब्रो

(L&T) िे साथ कमलिर िैयार किया है।

सरूि िे हजीरा में L&T िे प्लांट में जोरावर िी टेकस्टंग िे दौरान DRDO िे चीर् समीर

वी िामथ मौजूद रहें। उन्होंने िहा कि टैंि िो सारी टेकस्टंग िे बाद साल 2027 िि इकंियन

आमी में शाकमल किए जाने िी उम्मीद है।

शुरुआि में सेना िो 59 टैंि कदए जाएगें। इनिी सखं्या 295 िि ले जाने िी प्लाकनंग है।

लाइट वेट जोरावर टैंि िो लद्दाख जैसे हाई एकल्टटटयूि वाले इलािों में िैनाि किया

जाएगा। रूस और यूके्रन युद्ध से सबि लेिे हुए टैंि में लोइटररंग म्यूकनशन यूएसवी जोड़ा

गया है।







िीनिरहिेटैंिहोिेहैं, सबिीअलग-अलगभूकमिा- DRDO टैंिलैबिायरेक्टर

DRDO टैंिलैबिेकनदेशिराजेशिुमारनेिहाकिआमिौरपरिीनअलग-अलगप्रिारिेटैंि

होिेहैं।वजनिेआिारपरिीनशे्कणयांहोिीहैं।भारीटैंि, मध्यमटैंिऔरहल्िेटैंि।

िुमारनेआगेिहाकिहरटैंिअपनीभूकमिाहोिीहै।एिसुरक्षािेकलएहोिाहै, एिआक्रमणिे

कलएहोिाहैऔरयेहल्िेटैंिदोनोंिेकलएकमकश्िभूकमिाकनभािेहैं।इसकलएदुकनयामेंिईप्लेयर

(देश) हल्िेटैंिबनारहेहैं, कजनमेंपकिमीटैंिहैं, रूसीटैंिहैं, चीनीटैंिहैं।

उन्होंनेआगेिहाकिजोरावरिीअनोखीबािइसिावजनहैजो25 टनहै।साथहीजोरावरटैंििी

बेकसिबािोंिोपूरािरिाहै।इसमेंपावरहै, िेजीहैऔरसेफ्टीहै।जोरावरमेंसभीपैरामीटरकमलरहे

हैं।









Following factory acceptance, the prototype is ready and will soon
undergo internal testing in the field before being given to the users for
testing.

The tank will be tested in summer, winter, and high altitude
circumstances over the next six months as part of developmental trials.
By August 2025, the tank will be turned over to the Army for user trials.

Initially, a German engine was the best option for powering the light tank.
However German export approvals caused a delay in its acquisition.
Although the German government did approve it, officials said it was too
late and was causing delays.

Thus the tank, Zorawar was developed with a Cummins-powered engine.
A source informed The Hindu that the company has additionally agreed
to assemble the engine in India.



माना जा जोरावर िो चीन िे िम वजन िे टैंि ZTQ टाइप-15 िे मुिाबले िे कलए िैयार

किया गया है। गलवान घाटी में भारिीय सेना से हुई झड़प िे बाद चीन ने ZTQ टाइप-15 टैंि

िैनाि किए हैं। इकंियन आमी ने 200 टी-72 टैंिों िो िैनाि किया है। हालांकि, यह टैंि

जोरावर िे मुिाबले भारी हैं।

उम्मीद जिाई जा रही है कि अगले 12-18 महीने िे भीिर जोरावर से जुडे़ सभी टेस्ट पूरे िर

कलए जाएगें। सेना िो सौंपे जाने िे बाद 25 टन वाले इन टैंि िो इकंियन एयरर्ोसफ िे C-17

ग्लोबमास्टर िे जररए िैनािी वाली जगहों पर ले जाया जाएगा। एि बार में 2 टैंि ले जाए जा

सिें गे।

हल्िा होने िे िारण जोरावर पहाड़ी इलािों में बहुि िेजी से चल सििी है। अभी टी-72, टी-

90 टैंि पहाड़ी इलािों में िैनाि हैं, कजनिी जगह जोरावर लेगा।



It’s An Answer to China’s Light Tanks

▪ China already has 500 Type-15 light tanks and continues to produce more, unlike
India. These light tanks perform especially well in the border areas between the two
countries, especially in the Ladakh, Tawang, Arunachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand
regions. The People’s Liberation Army’s (PLA’s) 30-33 ton ZTQ105/Type 15 light
tanks are currently deployed along the LAC. Fitted with a 105mm rifled gun with
a range of 3,000 metres, the Chinese light tanks can not only be airlifted, but,
unbelievably, even para-dropped by the Y-20 military transport planes of the
country’s air force.

▪ Light tanks offer significant firepower and performance in high-altitude areas. This
capability might drive New Delhi to consider increasing the number of Zorawar light
tanks it plans to acquire. Given the strategic advantage provided by light tanks in
mountainous terrains, there is urgency for India to accelerate the development
and deployment of the Zorawar tank. This will help ensure that the Indian Army
can effectively counter potential threats and maintain a robust defence along its
high-altitude borders.









This project of light tanks has been named after General Zorawar Singh
Kahluria, who led 1841 MilitaryExpedition to Kailash Mansrovar during Dogra–
Tibetan War. After news of deployment of ZTZ-04A Chinese light tanks at
Ladakh sector, Indian Army wanted to operate light tanks
in Himalayan theatres, where they will be easy to operate, maintain, light and
maneuverable without sacrificing firepower. 

Initially, Indian Army intended to procure these light tanks from Russia. Army
has finalised the general staff quality requirements and will approach
the Ministry of Defence in September 2022 for the Acceptance of Necessity
(AON) The project, which has already received in-principle approval, is planned
to be procured under the 'Make-I' acquisition category of the Defense
Acquisition Procedure (DAP)-2020, in line with the ‘Make in India’ initiative.

On 16 September 2022, it was confirmed that L&T has been selected as the
development partner of this homegrown "mountain tank" which is to be rolled
out by 2023.



DRDO चीर् ने िहा- ररिॉिफ टाइम में िैयार किया जोरावर

DRDO चीफ कामथ ने कहा हम सभी िे कलए लाइट टैंि िो एक्शन में देखना वािई एि महत्वपूणफ कदन है।

हमने कमसाल िायम िी है। ढाई साल िी से िम समय में हमने न िेवल 25 टन वजनी लाइट टैंि किजाइन

किया बकल्ि उसिा पहला प्रोटोटाइप भी बनाया और उसिी टेकस्टंग भी िी है।

उन्होंने आगे कहा कक अब पहला प्रोटोटाइप अगले 6 महीनों में िेवलपमेंट टेकस्टंग से गुजरेगा। इसिे बाद हम

सेना िो पेश िरने िे कलए िैयार होंगे। जोरावर िो सभी परीक्षणों िे बाद साल 2027 िि भारिीय सेना में

शाकमल किए जाने िी उम्मीद है।

वहीं, L&T के एकजिक्यकूिव वाइस प्रेकसडेंि अरुण रामचंदानी ने कहा ककआज L&T िे कलए बहुि बड़ा कदन है। दो

साल िे भीिर हम टैंि िो उस स्िर पर ले आए हैं जहां इसे इटंरनल टेकस्टंग िे कलए और बहुि जल्द यूजर

टेकस्टंग िे कलए ले जाया जा सििा है।

उन्होंने कहा कक DRDOऔर L&T का संयकु्त प्रयास ह।ै दोनों िीमों के किए ये बडी उपिकधि ह।ै दकुनया में कहीं भी

इतने कम समय में कोई नया प्रोडक्ि तैनात नहीं ककया गया ह।ै



As of February 2024, the Indian Army had 2,400 T-72 tanks and
1,200 T-90S "Bhishma" tanks. The Indian Army also has 124 Arjun
MK1 tanks in service, with 118 MK1A tanks on order. The Arjun is
one of the world's heaviest tanks, weighing 68.25 tons, and is fitted
with locally designed Kanchan armor. It also has a German-made
MTU 1,400-horsepower water-cooled diesel engine.

India is also developing its first indigenous light tank, the Zorawar,
which is expected to join the Indian Army by 2027. The 25-ton tank
is designed in collaboration with Larsen and Toubro (L&T) and
features a 105mm gun, active protection, and an integrated UAV. It
was developed in response to Chinese deployments in Eastern
Ladakh and is designed to offer high mobility and accurate
firepower.
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The NEET-UG exam has
been embroiled in
controversies over the
award of grace marks, 
allegation of paper leaks 
and other irregularities. 

The government also
cancelled the UGC-NET
exam after it was held, 
while the CSIR-NET and 
NEET-PG exams have been 
postponed.















Recently, controversies surrounding exams like NEET-
UG and UGC-NET have reignited the debate on whether 
education should be transferred back to the State list.

The debate over whether education should be brought
back to the State list or remain under the Concurrent
List has been a longstanding one in India. 

This issue touches upon the fundamental questions of 
federalism, autonomy, and the role of the central
government in shaping the country’s education system.





What is a State List? 

The State List is a category under the 7th Schedule of the 
Constitution of India that enumerates subjects on which 
individual State Governments have the exclusive power to 
legislate. 

These subjects include areas such as police, public health, 
agriculture, and local governance. There are 66 subjects in a 
state list. This division of powers ensures that states can
manage and address local issues effectively without
interference from the central government. 

Currently, Education is under the concurrent List.





What is concurrent list?

The concurrent list consists of subjects of common interest
to both the Union and the States. Both the Parliament and 
the State Legislatures can make laws on the subjects 
included in this list. 

But in case of a conflict between the Union and the State law 
relating to the same subject, the Union law prevails over the
State law. 

It includes subjects like education, transfer of property 
other than agricultural land, forests, trade Unions, 
adulteration, adoption and succession.













Status of Education System in India

History:

The 'Gurukul' was an ancient Indian education system where 
students, known as shishyas, lived in the same household as 
their guru. Nalanda, which housed the world's oldest university
system, attracted students from around the globe to learn about 
Indian knowledge traditions. 

The British Government introduced numerous reforms to the
education system based on recommendations from the 
Macaulay Committee, Woods’ Despatch, Hunter Commission 
Report, and the Indian University Act of 1904, significantly 
impacting society











Current Status of Education in India:

The gender gap in literacy in India began narrowing in 
1991, with an accelerated pace of improvement. 
However, the current female literacy rate  (65.46%-
Census 2011) in India still significantly lags behind the 
global average of 87%, as reported by UNESCO in 2015.

Furthermore, India's overall literacy rate of 74.04% is
below the world average of 86.3%. A significant number 
of states in India fall within the average range, just 
slightly above the national literacy level.



          

     
     

     

     

                      

           

     

     

     



Legal Provisions:

The government has introduced the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan
(SSA) as part of the Right to Education (RTE) Act, 2009, targeting 
primary education for children aged 6-14 years. 

For secondary education, covering ages 14-18, the government 
has extended SSA through the Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha 
Abhiyan. At the higher education level, which includes 
undergraduate, postgraduate, and MPhil/PhD studies, the 
government addresses needs through the Rashtriya Uchhattar 
Shiksha Abhiyan (RUSA). 
All these initiatives are now integrated under the Samagra
Shiksha Abhiyan scheme.





Constitutional Provisions:

Initially, Article 45 of the Directive Principles of State Policy 
(DPSP) aimed to provide free and compulsory education for 
children up to 14 years old. This was later amended to include 
early childhood care, and ultimately, through the 86th
Constitutional Amendment Act of 2002, it became a
fundamental right under Article 21A due to previously
unfulfilled objectives.

Entries 64 and 65 of the Union List in Schedule 7 of the 
constitution specify institutions for scientific or technical 
education funded by the Government of India, as well as 
professional, vocational, or technical training.





Education as a 'State' Subject:

The Government of India Act of 1935 established a federal
system, categorizing education as a provincial matter. After 
India gained independence, education continued to be a 
state responsibility. 

However, during the emergency period, the Swaran Singh
Committee proposed shifting education to the concurrent
list, a change enacted through the 42nd constitutional 
amendment in 1976. 
The 44th constitutional amendment sought to address and 
modify these changes to some extent.





Governance of Education Systems in Various Countries

United States: Educational standards are established by state and local 
governments, whereas the federal government concentrates on providing 
financial aid and ensuring equal access to education.
Canada: The responsibility for education is delegated to the provincial 
governments.
Germany: Legislative authority over education lies with the Länder 
(states).

South Africa: Education is overseen by two national departments, with 
provincial departments responsible for local implementation.
Finland: In contrast to many other nations, Finland's education system 
does not depend on standardized testing. Instead, it prioritizes 
collaboration among schools, teachers, and students to create a 
supportive learning environment.





Arguments for Bringing Education Back to the State List

Decentralization and Autonomy: The campaigners for taking education 
back to the State list consider that this will enable state governments to 
enhance their sovereignty in delivering and formulating educational 
policies that will meet the demands and goals of their regions.

Diversity and Flexibility: Every Indian state may have its own social, 
cultural, linguistic, and socioeconomic context and thus it would be more 
appropriate to give more decentralised control to states, including state 
level educational policies.

Reduced Bureaucratic Interference: Since education falls under the 
Concurrent List the central government intervenes in the matters of 
education and at times the policies can be very bureaucratic and 
standardized. 



Transfer of education to the state list could check such 
interferences and provide flexible and appropriate reform in 
education at the state level.

Improved Accountability: Down at a state level, the state 
governments would shoulder a greater deal of responsibility for 
the performance and quality of the systems of education in their 
jurisdictions rather than the centre.

Experimentation and Innovation: Perhaps if the control of 
education lies at the state level more experimentation and 
innovation in the application of methods, curriculum, and ways of 
managing the education process might be possible since different 
states will be able to test different ways of doing things and then 
see which ways work best.





Arguments for Retaining Education in the Concurrent List

National Standards and Coordination: That is why many proponents of 
the current distribution of educational competencies, according to 
which education is located in the Concurrent List of the Indian 
Constitution, stress the necessity of the direct intervention of the 
central government aimed to set and enforce the minimum national 
standards, to coordinate the processes of education, and to provide the 
proper distribution of educational resources between the different 
regions of the country.

Economies of Scale: Some education programmes, including the setting 
of national level entrance tests, the establishment of central standard 
education institutes and the framing of general provisions can have 
advantages of central government’s larger resource availability due to 
scale furthering.



Addressing Disparities: Having the central government involved in 
education can help equalize certain regions which often lack adequate 
funding and other forms of support, to provide education to less 
privileged states and or communities which would not be possible if 
states bore all the responsibilities in providing education.

National Integration and Identity: Education acts as a weapon for positive 
integration toward the Indian identity of people from all streams. Thus, 
the central government should become actively involved in the promotion 
of these goals in education.

International Competitiveness: The fact that education has been retained 
in the Concurrent List places the educational system directly under the 
control of the central government while it allows the central government 
to occasionally fuse the education system with the general economic and 
strategic needs of the country to keep India’s educational system 
competitive globally.





What can be the way forward?

The arguments in favour of ‘education’ in the concurrent list include a 
uniform education policy, improvement in standards and synergy 
between Centre and States. However, considering the vast diversity of
the country, a ‘one size fits all’ approach is neither feasible nor
desirable. 

Further, as per the report on ‘Analysis of Budgeted expenditure on 
Education’ prepared by the Ministry of Education in 2022, out of the 
total revenue expenditure by education departments in our country
estimated at ₹6.25 lakh crore (2020-21), 15% is spent by the Centre
while 85% is spent by the States. 

Even if expenditure by all other departments on education and training 
are considered, the share works out to 24% and 76% respectively.



The arguments against restoring ‘education’ to State list include
corruption coupled with lack of professionalism. The recent issues 
surrounding the NEET and NTA have however displayed that 
centralisation does not necessarily mean that these issues would 
vanish.

Considering the need for autonomy in view of the lion’s share of the 
expenditure being borne by the States, there needs to be a productive
discussion towards moving ‘education’ back to the State list. This would 
enable them to frame tailor-made policies for syllabus, testing and 
admissions for higher education including professional courses like 
medicine and engineering. 

Regulatory mechanisms for higher education can continue to be governed
by central institutions like the National Medical Commission, University 
Grants Commission and All India Council for Technical Education.
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The Union housing and urban affairs ministry on Wednesday
(03 July) said it has extended the deadline for the Smart Cities
Mission(SCM) till March 2025, allowing cities to complete 
ongoing projects, which account for around 10 per cent of the 
total projects. In a statement, the ministry said the mission has
been getting multiple requests from some states to grant some
more time to complete the remaining projects.

These projects are in the advanced stage of implementation and 
got delayed due to various on-ground conditions, the statement 
said.

This is the second time that the mission deadline, which was 
earlier June 2024, has been extended.





What is a Smart City?

A Smart City is a concept that refers to the use of technology, 
data, and innovative solutions to improve the efficiency, 
sustainability, and quality of life in urban areas.

Core Infrastructure Elements of a Smart City include:
• Adequate water supply,
• Assured electricity supply,
• Sanitation, including solid waste management,
• Efficient urban mobility and public transport,
• Affordable housing, especially for the poor,
• Robust IT connectivity and digitalisation,





Good governance, especially e-Governance and citizen 
participation,
• Sustainable environment,
• Safety and security of citizens, particularly women, 

children and the elderly, and
• Health and education.

Note:

Cities accommodate nearly 31% of India's current
population and contribute 63% of Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) as per Census 2011. Urban areas are expected to 
house 40% of India's population and contribute 75% of 
India's GDP by 2030.















What is the Smart Cities Mission (SCM)?

About:

It is a Centrally Sponsored Scheme, launched in June 
2015 to transform 100 cities to provide the necessary 
core infrastructure and clean and sustainable 
environment to enable a decent quality of life to their 
citizens through the application of "Smart Solutions".

It aimed to improve the quality of life for citizens through 
sustainable and inclusive development.





Components of the SCM:

Area-based Development:

Redevelopment (City Renewal): Renewal of existing urban areas 
to improve infrastructure and amenities. E.g. Bhendi Bazar, 
Mumbai.

Retrofitting (City Improvement): Upgrading infrastructure in 
existing areas to make them more efficient and sustainable. E.g. 
Local Area Development (Ahmedabad).

Greenfield Projects (City Extension): Development of new urban 
areas with a focus on sustainability and smart technologies. E.g. 
New Town, Kolkata, Naya Raipur, GIFT City (Gujarat
International Finance Tec-City).









Pan-City Solutions:

Implementation of Information and Communication
Technology (ICT) solutions across various sectors such as e-
governance, waste management, water management, energy 
management, urban mobility, and skill development.

Financing of Smart Cities:

The SCM receives Rs. 48,000 crores over 5 years from the 
Central Government, averaging Rs. 100 crore per city per
year.
States and Urban Local Bodies (ULB) are required to 
contribute an equal amount, resulting in a total of nearly Rs. 
1 lakh crore for Smart Cities development.





Convergence with Other Government Schemes:

The SCM can be strategically converged with other Central and State 
Government programs to utilise its full potential.

Benefits of Convergence:
Combining resources and objectives of SCM with schemes like
AMRUT (urban transformation), Swachh Bharat Mission
(cleanliness), HRIDAY (heritage city development), Digital India, 
Skill Development, and Housing for All leads to a more 
comprehensive approach.
Existing funds and infrastructure from various schemes can be 
leveraged to achieve common goals within the SCM framework.
Convergence ensures social infrastructure (health, education,
culture) is addressed alongside physical infrastructure development 
in smart cities.







What are the Challenges Faced by the Smart Cities Mission?

Lack of Clarity in Definition: The SCM has acknowledged the lack of a 
universal definition for the term "smart city." This recognition 
reflects the understanding that each city's vision for a smart city is 
shaped by its unique local contexts and aspirations. 
However, this ambiguity in the conceptualisation of a smart city
poses a challenge in effectively allocating resources and prioritizing
projects.

The conceptualisation of a Smart City varies significantly from one 
city to another, and even from country to country. These differences 
are influenced by factors such as the level of development, the 
willingness to embrace change and reform, the availability of 
resources, and the aspirations of the city's residents.



Delay in Project Completion: Despite the extension of the deadline, 
a significant number of projects (around 10%) are still 
incomplete, indicating delays in execution. This can be attributed 
to factors such as inadequate planning, lack of technical expertise, 
and issues in land acquisition and clearances.

Inadequate Funding and Its Utilisation: While 74 cities have 
received 100% of their central share, 26 cities are yet to get the 
full funding due to the slow progress of projects.

The SPV model adopted for smart city projects has faced 
objections due to its misalignment with the 74th Constitutional 
Amendment. This has resulted in criticism of the top-down 
governance structure of the smart city initiatives.





Lack of Coordination: Effective coordination between the central, 
state, and local governments has been a challenge due to 
differences in priorities, bureaucratic hurdles, and lack of clarity 
in roles and responsibilities that have hindered the seamless 
implementation of the mission.

Displacement and Social Impact: According to the World Bank, in 
urban areas of India more than 49% of the population live in 
slums.

The execution of smart city projects has led to the displacement of
residents in poorer areas, such as street vendors, disrupting the
fabric of urban communities. Infrastructure development in 
certain towns has contributed to increased urban flooding due to 
disruptions in water channels and contours.









"As on July 3, 2024, the 100 cities have completed 7,188 projects
(90 per cent of total projects) amounting to Rs 1,44,237 crore as
part of the mission. The balance 830 projects amounting to Rs 
19,926 crore are also in advanced stages of completion," it said.

According to the ministry, on the financial progress, the mission 
has an allocated budget of Rs 48,000 crore for the 100 cities. As on 
date, the Union government has released Rs 46,585 crore -- 97 per 
cent of the allocated central government budget to the 100 cities.

Out of these funds released to the cities, 93 per cent has been
utilised as on date. The mission has also released the full central 
government financial support under the mission to 74 of the 100 
cities, the statement said.





The cities have been informed
about the extension of the
deadline, the ministry said, adding 
that it would be without any 
additional cost, beyond the 
already approved financial 
allocation under the mission.

"All ongoing projects are now 
expected to be completed before 
March 31, 2025," the ministry said.

It said the Smart Cities Mission is a
novel experiment in India's urban
development.



Since its inception in June 2015, the mission has attempted 
several innovative ideas like competition among cities for 
the selection of 100 smart cities, stakeholder-driven project 
selection, formation of smart city special purpose vehicles 
for implementation, deployment of technology and digital 
solutions for improving urban governance, and third-party 
impact evaluation by premier academic and professional 
institutes.

More than 8,000 multi-sectoral projects are being developed
by the 100 cities, amounting to around Rs 1.6 lakh crore, the 
ministry said.
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