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Pro-China Leader KP Sharma Oli Returns
As Nepal Prime Minister; Oath Ceremony
Tomorrow

KP Sharma Oli replaces Pushpa Kamal Dahal Prachanda as the Prime
Minister of Nepal after the latter lost the vote of confidence in the

House of Representatives.

] Published: July 14, 2024 6:47 PM IST
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There are several types of government, including:

- _ : A government where the people hold the
power. The concept of democracy originated in Greece.

. _ : A government where authority is held through a
trade of allegiance. Monarchy was common in ancient and
medieval times, and still exists in some countries.

. _ : A government where a ruler or small group

holds absolute power over the people.
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The Government of Nepal is the federal executive authority
of Nepal. Prior to the abolition of the Nepali monarchy in 2006
(Nepal became a republic in 2008), it was officially known as -

The head of state is the president and the prime minister holds
the position of the head of executive. The role of president is
largely ceremonial as the functioning of the government is
managed entirely by the prime minister, who is appointed by
the Parliament. The heads of constitutional bodies are
appointed by the president on the recommendation of
Constitutional Council, with the exception of the attorney
general, who is appointed by the president on the
recommendation of the prime minister.
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Houses National Assembly
(upper house)
House of Representatives
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Mational Assembly
political groups

Government (40)

« [l CPN (MC) (17)
« [ CPN (UML) (10)
. PSPN (3)

]l CPN (US) (8)

« Nominated (2)
Opposition (18)

« [l NC (16)
. LSPN (1)
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Vacant (1) [1]
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House of Representatives Government (152)

political groups . . CPN (UML) (79)
« JJj cPn (vic) (30)

« [ RSP (21)

. PSPN (12)

« [l CPN (US) (10)

Confidence & Supply (9)

« JINUP (4)
« [INSP (2)
o [ |AJP(1)
« [ |IND (2) AKS YM
Opposition (114)
« JiNC (88)
« [ |RPP(14)
« [} Janamat (6)
e [ |LSP-N(4)
« JRM (1)
« [ NWPP (1)




Federal election of Nepal

» There are 334 members in the Federal Parliament, out of which the House of

Representatives (HoR) has 275 members and the National Assembly (NA) has 59
members.

* For federal election, Nepal has selected the mixed electoral system:
* The first past the post electoral system within plurality/majority electoral system
and
* List-based proportional electoral system within the proportional electoral system.
* Political parties submit the list of candidates to the election management body
(the Election Commission in case of Nepal).

* Political parries select the winning candidates based on the number of seats
secured by them.

= Members of the House of Representatives are elected as follows:
* 165 members are elected through the first past the post electoral system;

* 110 members are elected from political parties through a proportional
representation electoral system.



HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES MEMBERS (LOWER HOUSE)

165

through first-past-the-post system

110

through proportional representation system

Directly elected by voters through
a mixed election system

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY MEMBERS (UPPER HOUSE)

o6 3

elected by electoral college  appointed by the president




How does the Voting work?

= Each voter will be given two ballot
papers for the two methods
(FPTP- First-Past-The-Post and PR-

Proportional Representation).

= A party has to cross the election
threshold of 3 percent of the
overall valid vote to be allocated a
seat under the PR method.




Comparison of FPTP and PR system election

FPTP

The country is divided into
small geographical is called
constituencies districts

Every constituency elects one
representative

Voter votes for a candidate
A party may get more seats
than votes in the legislature

Candidate who wins the
election may not get majority
(500/0+1) votes

Examples: U.K., India

PR

Large geographical areas
are demarcated as
constituencies. The entire
country may be a single
constituency

More than one representative
may be elected from one
consutuency

Voter votes for the party

Every party gets seats in
the legisiature in proportion
to the percentage of votes
that it gets

Candidate who wins the
elections gets majority of
votes.

Examples: Israel. Netherlands



What is the process of formation of government in Nepal?

* Federal parliament (HoR+NA) will elect a prime minister, who is the real executive head.
* The leader of the party that wins a simple majority is invited to form the
government. A party or a coalition needs 138 seats for a clear majority.
 Members of the HoR are elected for a five-year term.
* The National Assembly (NA) is a permanent body.
* 56 members chosen by an electoral college consisting of PA members and village and
municipal executive members.
 Three members are nominated by the president.
* [t has a term of six years, with one-third of its members retiring every two years on a
rotational basis.
* The president and vice president are constitutional posts with nominal power.
* They are elected by an electoral college formed by the HoR, NA and Provincial
Assembly (PA) members.
* The members of the PA choose chief ministers to run the respective provinces.
= A total of 753 local units, spread across 77 districts in seven provinces, have been elected
to run the village and municipal administration.






Elected Nominated
Year Date Constituencies
members members

1959 general election 18 February 1959 109 0 109
1971 general election 1971 109 16 109
1981 general election 9 May 1981 112 28 112
1986 general election 12 May 1986 112 28 112
1991 general election 12 May 1991 205 0 205
1994 general election 15 November 1994 205 0 205
1999 general election 3 & 17 May 1999 205 0 205
2008 Constituent Assembly _

, 10 April 2008 075 26 240
election
2013 Constituent Assembly

. 19 November 2013 875 26 240
election

, 26 November and 7 December
2017 general election 275 0 165
2017

2022 general election 20 November 2022 275 0 165




2022 Nepalese general election

— 2017 20 November 2022!"]

« outgoing members

2027 —

elected members —

All 275 seats in the House of Representatives

138 seats needed for a majority

Opinion polls
Registered 17,988,570
Turnout 61.41% (¥ 7.22 pp)

Leader Sher Bahadur K. P. Sharma Pushpa Kamal

Deuba Oli Dahal
Party NC CPN (UML) CPN (MC)
Last election 3278%,63  33.25%, 121 13.66%, 53

seats seats seats
Seats won 89 78 32
Seat change A 26 v43 v 21
Popularvote 2715225 2,845,641 1,175,684
Percentage 2571% 26.95% 11.13%
Swing Y707 pp ¥ 6.30 pp ¥ 253 pp

NEPAL ELECTIONS 2022

Voting at a glance

Here is a breakdown of how

Nepal will vote
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29.1.,

POPULATION

7

PROVINCES

18 million

VOTERS

68.7.

VOTER TURNOUT

in 2017

18 ears

VOTING AGE

e Kathmandu

2,412

CANDIDATES FOR THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

() 2187 () 225

3,224

CANDIDATES FOR THE PROVINCIAL ASSEMBLIES

(02943 (3280 ()1

&)(0)| Source: Al Jazeera, Reuters, Institute for Democracy Electoral Assistance, g
Trading Economics | November 18,2022
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Leader

Party

Last election

Seats won
Seat change
Popular vote
Percentage
Swing

Sher Bahadur

Deuba
NC

32.78%, 63

seats
89
A 26
2,715,225
25.71%
VY /707 pp

Oli

CPN (UML)
33.25%, 121

seats
78
VY43
2,845,641
26.95%
¥ 6.30 pp

K. P. Sharma Pushpa Kamal

Dahal
CPN (MC)

13.66%, 53
seats

32
V¥ 21
1,175,684
1.13%
¥ 253 pp
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Nepal elections | Sher Bahadur Deuba's ruling
coalition maintains lead

In the 275-member House of Representatives in Nepal, 165 seats will be elected through direct voting,
while the remaining 110 will be elected through a proportional electoral system.

Updated - November 26,2022 07:05 pm IST Published - November 26,2022 11:18 am IST - Kathmandu
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Sher Bahadur Deuba. File | Photo Credit: AP

Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba’s Nepali Congress-led ruling coalition, on November 26,

maintained its lead in Nepal's Parliamentary elections, winning 77 seats out of the 148
declared.
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The upcoming government in Nepal also faced multiple challenge

Nepal elections: PM Deuba, Prachanda agree
to form new government

By Manzoor-ul-Hassan = Nov 27, 2022 « 07:11 pm
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 World |
Maoist Center walks out of Nepal coalition government,
Prachanda accuses Deuba of backing off from promises

ANI! 25 December, 2022 04:13 pm IST
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‘We need your support to keep journalism independent.

SOQUTH ASIA

Prachanda Returns as Nepal PM for Third Time with
KP Sharma Oli's Backing

BT bz sunrs DD DOG

Ending political uncertainty after last month's general elections. which failed to produce a clear winner, the Maoist
supremo and Oli reached an understanding to lead the government on a rotation basis

Pushpa Kamal Dabal, also known as Prachanda, was appointed prime minister of Nepal on Sunday, December 25, Photo: Reuters.
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President election in Nepal
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‘We need your support to keep journalism independent.

Nepal’s ruling alliance has been in
turmoil since Saturday, February 25,
after prime minister Pushpa Kamal
Nepal's Ruling Coalition in Turmoil as Prachanda Dahal (bEtter known as PraChanda)
Supports Opposition Presidential Candidate said he will support Ram Chandra
Q. . 000006 Paudel - the candidate from an

opposition party - for the post of
The decision has angered the CPN-UML under K.P. Sharma Oli, who met with Prachanda on Friday but was left .
disappointed. The deputy PM has, meanwhile. quit. preSIdent.

SOUTH ASIA

Paudel belongs to the Nepali Congress
party. The Communist Party of Nepal-
Unified Marxist Leninist (UML) party,
in the coalition under Prachanda,
reportedly has its own candidate for
the election. Elections to the post of
president will take place on March 9.




Former Nepal PM Ol1’s party to withdraw
support to Prachanda-led government in
Nepal

Nepal's Presidential election will be held on March 9.

By: PTI
Kathmandu | February 27, 2023 15:54 IST
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‘Prachanda’ ditches KP Oli for Dueba
in Nepal Presidential election

By Shishir Gupta 3 .NewDelhi

reb25.20231230pMIsT [ 8 €@ @ @

The political merry-go-round in the Himalayan Republic
of Nepal continues with Prime Minister Prachanda
ditching ally KP Oli for Nepali Congress candidate for the
forthcoming Presidential elections.

1

Nepal’s eight political parties have
decided to back Nepali Congress leader
Ram Chandra Poudel for the country's
presidency scheduled for March 9.
Poudel, 78, is Ilikely to succeed
incumbent Bidya Devi Bhandari as the
next president.

The election to the post of president is
likely to change the current power
equation as Prime Minister Pushpa
Kamal Dahal 'Prachanda’ has decided
not to support the Communist Party of
Nepal (Unified Marxist-Leninist)
candidate for the post.
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Former Nepal PM Oli's party withdraws
support to Prachanda-led government in Nepal

The prime reason for the break-up of the alliance between the two leaders was because Prime Minister
Prachanda decided to support senior Nepali Congress leader Ram Chandra Paudel for the President's post

Updated - February 27,2023 07:51pm IST Published - February 27,2023 02:47 pm IST - Kathmandu
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Nepal PM ‘Prachanda’ forges new alliance with
ex-premier Oli’s party after splitting with
Nepali Congress

Communist coalition back at the helm in Nepal after little more than a year; CPN (Maoist-Centre)’s
demand for the post of the National Assembly chair had caused a rift with Nepali Congress

Updated - March 05,2024 05:50 pm IST Published - March 04,2024 02:14 pm IST - Kathmandu
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Chairman of Communist Party of Nepal (Unified Marxist-Leninist) (CPN-UML) party Khadga Prasad Sharma Oli, also known as K.P. Oli, (L) shakes

hands with the chairman of Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist Centre) Pushpa Kamal Dahal, also known as Prachanda, during a news conferencein
Kathmandu, Nepal. | Photo Credit: REUTERS






Deuba-Oli closed-door talks put question
mark on Nepal PM Prachanda’s fate

Prime Minister Dahal, who has ruled out the possibility of Oli walking away from the coalition, had a
meeting with Oli Sunday.

Written by Yubaraj Ghimire

S STheIndianEXPRESS

JOURNALISM OF COURAGE




Frequent Meetings between various leaders of the Nepali Congress
(NC) and the Communist Party of Nepal- Unified Marxist Leninist
(CPN-UML) — including a closed-door meeting between its leaders
Saturday — have sparked speculation about a possible exit of Prime
Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal Prachanda and his party from power.

Four months after K P Sharma Oli’s CPN-UML replaced Sher Bahadur
Deuba’s NC in the ruling coalition, the meetings are now seen as
attempts by the two largest parties in parliament to take
government leadership on rotational basis, dislodging Prachanda.

The details of the meeting between Deuba, accompanied by his
parliamentarian wife Arzu Rana, and Oli have been Kkept secret, but
Oli said “the country can not be run in the current form".
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Home / World News / Deuba-0li discuss new govt formation ahead of floor test for PM Prachanda
Deuba-O0li discuss new govt formation ahead of floor test
for PM Prachanda

Two leaders discussed matters such as collecting signatures in favour of the new coalition to be led by Oli and its submission to
the president

Advertisement

Nepal PM Pushpa Kamal Dahal Prachanda (File Image)

Press Trust of India| Kathmandu
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[ world |
Nepal Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal ousted after
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Cracks emerge in Kerala's ruling LDF
after LS debacle. Why CPI is training
guns on ally CPI(M)

Aneesa PA - 12July, 2024

SC set to hear contempt case against
DDA, here's a look at curious cases of
‘missing trees in Delhi

Modi-Putin meeting should open
US' eyes. This is how you protect
national interest
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KP Sharma Oli appointed as
Nepal's Prime Minister after
Prachanda loses floor test...

8 hours ago

B Al Jazeera
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Sher Bahadur Deuba
Khadga Prasad Oli

Pushpa Kamal Dahal
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INDO-NEPALI TIES

Nepal PM says they will reclaim
Kalapani-Limpiyadhura-Lipulekh
area from India ‘at any cost’

KP Oli's Cabinet on Tuesday endorsed a new political map that
shows the three disputed areas in the Nepalese territory.

Scroll Staff
Viay 20, 2020 - 12:54 pm
Updated May 20, 2020 - 03:16 pm

ReaD INAPP B @

Representative image: Human rights activists hold placards from a vehicle after being

detained by the police during a protest against India's newly inaugurated link road to the

Chinese border, near Indian embassy in Kathmandu on May 12. | Prakash Mathema/AFP
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News / India / Lord Ram was Nepali, India set up a 'fake Ayodhya', claims Nepal PM KP Oli

Lord Ram was Nepali, India set up a 'fake
Ayodhya’, claims Nepal PM KP Oli

Alleging that India encroached the cultural facts of Nepal, Oli said that India has created a
'fake Ayodhya'. He also said that Lord Ram was a Nepali and not from India.
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Chinese Woman Envoy

‘Inspired’ PM Oli To
Redraw Nepal Map

OMMCOM NEWS & June 17,2020 M 2 minutes read




THE KATHMANDU POST

China had no role in change of ruling coalition,
UML chief Oli clarifies

Former foreign minister Mahat blames PM Dahal for the delay in BRI implementation.

March 13, 202
3
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Puri Jagannath Temple's Ratna Bhandar reopens after 46
years, here's why

This historic treasury is believed to hold a treasure trove of invaluable ornaments, jewels, and other precious artefacts
offered to the deity Lord Jagannath over the centuries.

ADVERTISEMENT

Business Today Desk —
bt Y o X £ =

Updated Jul 14, 2024, 3:10 PM IST




HISTORY

% QF T ¥

-




Paper-|
General Studies-l1 250 Marks
(Indian Heritage and Culture,

History and Geography of the World
and Society)




Alc- SATABRT SPTATY Hig? YIaH gRIT glehic
H 1GU goTthrTH o AR &










INDIA

States and Union Territories

MYANMAR
(BURMA)




-------

B
. _. '
U ol Ueh
3 '

!



HreTiaret uad W ¥ shatert o, forerent gt forgay wrram Sy st surdes ot 31 30 gfd
Rl T F PUT T TET AT| TE THT H IWhT TSAT HIAT AT| TAT FZH T 379 ek Saqor fSamata
@ qid o 1w Gt foEmafa T giear fogayg & oot @ fTaw W foam w5 T F ae
fermufa ¥ 31 oy f9ayg O wa i 9r4a o 29 A i TO0T 9w hil Ugd al forgay J
T R T3 wig arg 9 9 i T & wror g W N [Sgay, SEnaia i oAie w g g
TITATH et HTGS o 9 Bl of 14|

Teremufe SIqure ek ATd THT TEd W {7 o6 I FRIAT 7140 SR 91E 9 91 6 SH1 o S T J
e TRt AT bt 3 S vy warar Hrerwma e st afd Rl 819 & aga SET g 37U 96 6 5
T ST WIS | FET 2T 1Y AR IHT T H 196 I Y

ST T Ieg i U1 g2 | rat fora for o8 3ent uan Tammrer 5 s o at  39eh ard s
it SATEN AT Fee 3 Ueh foromret wiew o1 fFmior samar iR e fawoy @ wfer & e 29
o ToTT STt ShT| WETaT 3 gl Toh ST § 92T TRl THE | TRt AT deh 31T 14T &, 389 g9 3l
qid aRaTa



Y & off TTeondl | Uk BT ek off TE o1 HehT| O TS oh ST W fSTHAT Ueh gyt
HftH T &Y G ATC I TAT A WA AT 6l Afd S S 3901 A7 il AR
ot o oft TEft TR & 21 T 7 A ot v § AT, 39 IS Afd ST g E 2@ weRa
TMAFTR A RRBIAN

A T ol AL o G A A, BT, FATST T TS gATE 2 @Y offl gt after [T Tt
ST AT S5 bl THT off, ST o U8 TS R I i3 ATATS FATS 81 9t 39 o000 Tk o8




.f:

g ww il

"
'




TOAT SEEre ot Nifaa 8t Mgl ST 9T <kl et id gU AN Rl
FIETST Te T ATV f&aTl S8 & HE @ren T d Jer sats
w g T Rar ot & ¥ 3 eyt it uw g8 W
FremTHE (STTY) SR 3TF WIS F DD T a9 o, AFRT IR

TS WY F 378 T | 91 Gkl hel (eh of 379 H h18 hl qid 7
# YR FIR WRT &1 A AT HEN T SEEE A FH wEE
ST Y FTST AT 3 oTud ufamredt s wfew # wenfua @ femm
T TR q9 8 WA ST S 3% WIE-a8 361 €9 H 9=h1 l



THT AT W17 g Toh Waramr forsoy it
7 I IR & IR T i & 918,
IR & Ush & &t Big IR 9T
IR U" acd W foer T whEd §
WA 9t o7 T ot 38 SR
ggh @I 9T, S\l A ot WA

ST ShT ST o ET GRIer 2|




Sd® dIG Pe are difee oI faafor 3fie Hivligre
fasa Il adarer difee 7dt at &1 8l
SHDI HHUTIETE 1174 A 31T & 2MAD
37ai91 Hfored ot HerdT 7|

difeg o d1e gIE &1 Uges1 fAg gIe, Tael AU g,
dterer Ty g1e 3ife Tt gfed grel
Jifee & drel 3fie 20 Wie Fdt dare &l



UG gl 15 e H 17 goR A praqr -
§dT .. #ankitavasthi #ankitinspiresindia

1M views - Streamed 2 years ago

M Ankit Inspires India @

By Ankit Avasthi Sir

on 3 Jul 2022

i e et A e G ER
r"{ IJQQU'I' ¢ o ‘.':: AR TR T 4
Q?ﬁ '\"\‘ﬁ§ gl 15 e d17 BYUIY AT T W|ET 4T % #ankitavasthi #ankitinspiresindia
ot @Y s v gk @ Dowe L ooied

1M views Streamed 2 years ago



J9d ge1 galg
15 fAeTe A17,000
ST BT ETT

w

e ———————e 2 O ————————d . o ——— ——————————————
e b 175 doel]l Ul dides dold £l Coe dalle

}" Pl O 2604/40:13 - WS Sl E@RAT? o = E O "

Qﬁ T\‘ﬁé S8l 15 ffed17 BullY GINEIECIGICEGI % #ankitavasthi #ankitinspiresindia

=  Ankit Inspires India @ ey :
N 3.97M subscribers m ‘ Subscribed f) 42K g] fb Share Y Download

1 045804 views Streamed live T ERT LY.



HOME BUDGET 2024 MAGAZINE - BTTV -~ MARKETTODAY v TECHTODAY -~ MONEY TODAY v MUTUALFUNDS INDUSTR

-
PMS Today Immersives EconomicIndicators UPSTART India Weather NRI E»__}ﬁ -

News / India / Puri Jagannath Temple's Ratna Bhandar reopens after 46 years, here's why 6 /' Feedback E

Puri Jagannath Temple's Ratna Bhandar reopens after 46
years, here's why

This historic treasury is believed to hold a treasure trove of invaluable ornaments, jewels, and other precious artefacts
offered to the deity Lord Jagannath over the centuries.
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The Ratna Bhandar, the revered treasury of the 12th-century
Jagannath Temple in Puri, Odisha, reopened its doors after a
staggering 46 years on Sunday.

This historic treasury is believed to hold a treasure trove of
invaluable ornaments, jewels, and other precious artefacts offered
to the deity Lord Jagannath over the centuries.

The Ratna Bhandar is the treasury of the Jagannath temple. It holds
the precious ornaments of the sibling deities - Jagannath, Subhadra,
and Balabhadra. These ornaments have been donated by devotees
and former Kings over the centuries. The treasury is divided into
two sections: the outer chamber (Bahara Bhandar) and the inner
chamber (Bhitara Bhandar).
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The treasure of Jagannath Puri

After four-and-a-half decades, the doors of the Ratna Bhandar will be reopened for an
audit today. A look at what may be found inside

Last exercise

The last audit was conducted in 1978. Its findings:

128.38 kg | 221.53 kg

of 454 gold articles of 293 silver articles were found in
were found . both the chambers of the treasury

Inner treasury Outer treasury

Weighing Weighing 84.74 kg 87 P
43.640 kg gold items were found i
\3/\/6e7r2$(|)du:;[§ms Ll

of 62 silver items <
148.780 kg were found
of 231silver items oW LN

were found __5_ ¢

/
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Mystery of Puri Temple's missing keys

Debabrata Mohapatra / TNN / Jun S, 2018, 06:33 IST | &> suare | (5| (AA] [Forowus & |

BHUBANESWAR: Even as the Supreme Court on
Friday issued a slew of directions while hearing
complaints of mismanagement of finances at the

Lord Jagannath temple in Puri, Odisha governor

Ganeshi Lal expressed concern over the missing
keys of the inner chamber of its Ratna Bhandar
which were last opened way back in 1985. "The

Governor is eager to know the facts behind the

missing keys,” said a statement from the Raj

File photo of Puri Temple

Bhavan.

The inner chamber of the 12th century temple’s

Ratna Bhandar is supposed to contain a huge quantity of gold and silver ornaments.



WHAT'S RATNA BHANDAR

The Odisha govemment has initiated a probe after it was

revealed in April that keys to Jagannath temple’s inner

treasury had gone missing

CASE OF THE
MISSING KEYS

» Inner chamber keys have
disappeared

» Temple's treasury Ratna
Bhandar has two chambers
- outer and inner

» Outer chamber’s 3 rooms
are in use

» No one’s entered inner
chamber after 1964

» Inner chamber has three
keys to three doors, now
missing

» It was opened in 1964 and
an attempt was made in 1985

» In 1985, AS| officials heard
the hissing of ‘poisonous
snakes’ from inside the
treasury after opening two of
the three doors. Abandoned
attempt

» Servitors (caretakers)
believe opening the
mysterious inner chamber
will bring on disaster

WHAT'S IN THERE?
» Inventory of outer and
inner chambers was last
prepared in 1978

» 128 kg gold ornaments
kept in outer and inner
chambers

» 150 varieties of gold
jewellery including 3
haridakanti malas weighing
around 120 tolas, kept in
outer chamber, or Bahar
Bhandar

» King Anaga Bheema
Deb, temple records say,
donated 2.5 lakh madha
gold (1 madha = half tola =
5.8g) for Lord Jagannath's
jewellery (1,450kg)
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In India, a Missing Key to a Temple’s
Treasure Vault Ignites a Furor
July 14, 2018

% Share full article ~ [:]




Inquiry commission ordered by CM Naveen Patnaik

= Months after the Ratna Bhandar keys were first reported missing by the
district collector, Odisha CM Naveen Patnaik had ordered an inquiry
commission headed by justice Raghubir Das to probe into the matter and find
persons accountable. The matter had reached the Supreme Court too amid
the political mudslinging. On December 18, the Raghubir Das commission
finally submitted a 324-page report to the government.

* For some reason, the Odisha government has not made the report public.

* On June 13, 2018, days after the Supreme Court issued a set of directions to
the government of Odisha over allegations of mismanagement of temple
funds, the district collector Arvind Agarwal had again stated that they have
found a sealed envelope with “Duplicate keys of Ratna Bhandar’ marked on it,
in a strongbox in the district records room. The district collector’s office had
stated that there were several keys inside the sealed envelope and the
envelope would be handed over to the temple administration.



‘No plan to take inventory or conduct an audit’, govt said

The SJTA had reportedly later told the media that they had ‘inspected’ the inner
chamber from outside because they did not feel the need to enter it. The issue
has been controversial in Odisha politics with several citizen groups alleging
that the jewels of Lord Jagannath have been looted or sold off in collusion with
top government officials and temple administration. The Odisha government
has not given any clear answers on the issue.

In November 2019, state law minister Pratap Jena told the Odisha assembly
that the government has no plans to either open or audit the temple jewels kept
in the Ratna Bhandar. He even assured that no ornaments or jewels of the
deities have been stolen and all the treasure is ‘safe’. He had also informed the
assembly that as per the last inventory, the inner chamber had over 12,800
tolas of gold jewellery, and 236 pieces of silver ornaments with precious stones
attached, apart from other articles weighting over 18,000 tolas (One tola of
gold roughly equals to 11.66 grams).



The Jagannath Temple Act
(1960) of the Odisha
government states that the
Ratna Bhandar should be
audited every 3 years. But
no assessment has been

done, no inventory has been
taken after 1978.

i




& ANI

@ANI

CM ordered setting up of inquiry commission over lost keys of Ratna
Bhandar (of Jagannath Temple in Puri) but | want ask to CM Naveen Babu

does inquiry commission posses a magic wand? Commission is just to

make a fool of Odia people: Union Minister Dharmendra Pradhan (File
Pic)

12:08 PM - Jun 8, 2018






ODISHA'S NEW CM
MOHAN MAJHI
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1. We will establish 2 committee to propose significant
reforms to enhance the welfare and working
conditions of the Odisha Police Force.

2. We will establish 30 District Command Control
(entres called Drishti In every district for
better administration.

3. ‘We will establish 30 Pink Thamas called Saheli, one in
every district of the state to improve wemen's security.

4. We promise to unde the injustice done to
Mindu  devotees by  Gowernment

mismanagement of the Puri Tempée. For this:

» e will expedite the investigation of the missing
key to the Ratna Bhandar of Shri Jagaanath Mandir

» We will restore the auditing process of Ratna
Bhandar's inventory and publish the report

» e will ensure that the mathas evikted during the
Puni Parikrama peoject are fairly compensatzd and
re-estabished

» we will open 3l fowr gates of Shi Jagannath
Mandir for devatees

5. We will end the widespread dur-niti and corrupt
practices of the BID Government :

» By introdwcing 2 “Zero Tolesance® policy o
orupton by establshing 3 commission against
momuption, creating 2 web portal called Su-Sashan
for redressdl and monitoring of cosuption
wmplants ad forming 3 = in the Chief
Minister's office for direct action.

» We wil ensure justice for 3l the small businesses
and retum their money stuck in (ht Fund Sams
within 18 meaths.

> NI the revenue generated from mineraks and
mining is lzgtimately wsed for Odsha’s progress.

4. We promise to undo the injustice done to
Hindu devotees by  Government
mismanagement of the Puri Temple. For this :

» We will expedite the investigation of the missing
key to the Ratna Bhandar of Shri Jagannath Mandir

» We will restore the auditing process of Ratna
Bhandar's inventory and publish the report

» e will ensure that the mathas evicted during the
Puri Parikrama project are fairly compensated and
re-established

» We will open all four gates of Shri Jagannath
Mandir for devotees
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India Ambani wedding: after months of
celebrations, the ‘Windsors of India’
finally set to marry

Power couple Anant Ambani and Radhika Merchant set to
marry in Mumbai with entire spectacle likely to cost
upwards of $600m

Hannah Ellis-Petersen in
Mumbai
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Mukesh Ambani, 67, is at present the world's 11th
richest man with a net worth of USD 119 billion,
according to Bloomberg Billionaire Index. He spent
the last two decades in transforming Reliance
Industries, founded by his father in 1966 as a
stodgy oil and petrochemicals giant, into a global
empire spanning telecoms, retail, financial services,
cricket and luxury fashion.

Anant Ambani is the youngest of his three children,
all of whom are on the board of Reliance Industries.
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AMBANI SON MARRIAGE :ARE AMBANI
SHOWING WEDDING TO THE COUNTRY OR...

1.2M views - Streamed 5 days ago
Ml Ankit Inspires India &

AMBANI SON MARRIAGE :ARE AMBANI SHOWING WEDDING TO THE

* The engagement: December 29, 2022

* The engagement party: January 19, 20

* The pre-wedding party: March 1 to
* European cruise party: May 29 -
* The sangeet: July 5, 2024

® The main wedding: July 12

AMBANI SON MARRIAGE :ARE AMBANI SHOWING WEDDING TO THE COUNTRY OR TEASING IT @& ?
BY ANKIT AVASTHI SIR
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The almost half-a-year-long extravaganza -- leading up to the
most lavish wedding ceremony of the country’s richest
business tycoon Mukesh Ambani scion Anant Ambani -- has not
only brought the who’s who of the celluloid world and the
global business community to the dance floors, but it has also
turned the eyeballs of the global media towards the Mumbai-
based business family and its brand Reliance.

Unlike many Indian millionaires (and billionaires), Ambani’s
choice of holding the events in India has given the local
economy a boost. At the same time, the star-studded
ceremonies have also given the family’s corporate brand --
Reliance -- a leg up on the global stage, say experts.



According to Harish Bijoor, business and brand strategy expert, the Ambani
wedding with rituals spread over months has surely acted as a booster for
the local economy.

“It is suffice to say that the wedding economy contributes substantially to
the country’s GDP. As money is being spent on weddings, the economy gets
fuelled up and aids its growth. Such spending initiates a virtuous cycle
creating more jobs, activities, income and, consequently, more money into
the hands of people,” Bijoor told Business Today.

According to estimates by the Confederation of All India Traders (CAIT),
the country’s apex industry body of traders and retailers, every year nearly
5,000 affluent couples hold wedding ceremonies in foreign locations.
Together, they deprive the local businesses of Rs 75,000 crore to Rs 1 lakh
crore in income per year. Additionally, since the money is spent in other
countries the exchequer also loses out on income from taxes and cess.



Typically, in a wedding nearly 80 percent of the expenditure is
incurred on goods and services, the money flows into the local
market enabling financial liquidity at the hands of the people
as the cash gets rotated several times changing hands.
Therefore, it helps the economy.

In 2024, local businesses are expecting a boost of Rs 4.74 lakh
crore from the 38 lakh marriage ceremonies that are going to
take place over the next few months. The number is almost 26
percent higher than the total wedding season business in the
previous season - pegged at Rs 3.75 lakh crore. Last year,
around 3.2 million weddings took place during the same
period



How weddings boost other sectors

The wedding industry comprises small businesses and
individual service providers. With different regions and
religions having their unique customs and rituals, local
businesses help to cater for those diverse and specific
needs, NDTV reported citing the report by Jefferies, an
investment banking and capital market firm.

“Economic activity across India surges during the
wedding season, especially during the first peak
period which also coincides with the festive period
in India, and sector beneficiaries track this closely,”
the report stated. y
Several sectors benefit directly from the holy g
matrimony. 1 4




Wedding drives spending in categories like jewellery, apparel, food
and beverages, photography, wedding planning, decoration, and so

=)
‘s

. Catering
makes for 20 per cent of wedding expenses, while event
management services account for 15 per cent. Wedding planners
usually charge between 8-10 per cent of the total event budget.

Sagar Shahani, co-founder of WedMeGood told Mint.



India's festive season, from Ganesh Chaturthi to Diwali and beyond, is
more than just a cultural extravaganza; it's a major economic catalyst.
Sales reports from companies during Onam in 2023 showed premium
and high to mid range sales with companies reporting strong net sales
growth of 20% on a year on year basis. 7nov 2023

smallcase
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Festive Season Forecasts a Bright Spark for India's Economic ...
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Consumer spending on telecom services,
including taxes, is set to surge by around Rs
47,500 crore annually, spurred by substantial
tariff hikes from India'’s leading telcos and
elevated rates for users embracing 5G

services, reported The Economic Times (ET).
29 Jun 2024

; Business Standard
hitps://www.business-standard.com » Companies » News

Jio, Airtel 5G pricing surge - Business Standard @
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Columnist

INTERNATIONAL

VIDEDS ENVIRONMENT FRANCE OPINION FRENCH DELIGHTS +2)

Ambani wedding: 'In India, the pomp
of CEOs has replaced that of kings'

Philippe Escande, Le Monde columnist, writes that the Indian billionaire Anant
Ambani's extravagant star-studded wedding is a reflection of India today, one in

which the upper caste are those who are the friends of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi.
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@NEWS VIDEO LIVE SHOWS ELECTIONS 538 SHOP 3t 0
India's Reliance, Bollywood fuel Ambani
wedding hype through social media

By Aditya Kalra and Dhwani Pandya

Extravagant wedding celebrations for the son of
Asia's richest man conclude with a reception

A wedding reception in India completes the monthslong celebrations as the youngest son of
Mukesh Ambani, Asia’s richest man, married his longtime girlfriend

0] (aa] (<]

July 12, 2024 10:12 PM GMT+5:30 - Updated 2 days ago

By RAFIQ MAQBOOQL Associated Press and RAJNISH KAKADE Associated Press
X B
July 14,2024, 9:26 PM 6 4

— N H[\lL" Arts Design Fashion Architecture Luxury Beauty Video

Style / Luxury

Indian billionaire heir Anant Ambani weds at
lavish, star-studded ceremony

% By Oscar Holland, Leah Dolan and Jacqui Palumbo, CNN, and Riddhi Doshi on the red carpet
@ 6 minute read - Updated 3:10 PM EDT, Sat July 13, 2024
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finally set to marry
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Asia’s richest man is hosting a
‘spectacular, ‘vulgar, star-studded
wedding

Anant Ambani, Mukesh Ambani’s son, has married Radhika Merchant. Here's what to know about the glitzy, glamorous
and controversial wedding in Mumbai.

By Adela Suliman and Anika Arora Seth
Updated July 14, 2024 at 4:40 p.m. EDT | Published July 13, 2024 at 11:12 a.m. EDT
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Marathon wedding hosted by India’s
richest man holds country in thrall

In this photo provided by Reliance Industries, Anant Ambani, son of billionaire Mukesh Ambani, holds hands with Radhika Merchant during their
wedding ceremony at Jio World Convention Centre in Mumbai, India, July 12, 2024.
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India’s Reliance, Bollywood fuel Ambani vogss Wesdno
wedding hype through social media

Social media posts from Reliance and Bollywood stars have whipped

Wedding Inspiration  Planning & Advice For Wedding Guesis The Bridal Shop

up interest in the wedding that some are critical of. WEDDINGS

» Inside Anant Ambani and Radhika

d Merchant’s Final Wedding Celebratfion in
Mumbai

BY ELISE TAYLOR
July 14, 2024



Kardashians among celebrities in India for Ambani wedding gala

AFP | Published July 13, 2024 | Updated 2 days ago
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Ambani wedding extravagance

The Indian billionaire is no stranger to hosting lavish events

AFP  July 13, 2024 f L
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Jammu
& Kashmir

Jammu
& Kashmir

WHAT CHANGES WILL TAKE PLACE
IN J&K AFTER BIFURCATION?




GOVERNMENT OF INDIA ON AUGUST 5 REVOKED
ARTICLE 370 OF THE INDIAN CONSTITUTION BY
WAY OF A PRESIDENTIAL ORDER

— _

A &
J J&K

—

R LADAKH
J&K BECOMES A
UNION TERRITORY, LADAKH BECOMES

NOT STATE A UT WITHOUT
LEGISLATURE
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MHA amends Rules to widen the
administrative role of J&K L-G

The changes give the L-G more say in matters pertaining to police and public order in Jammu and
Kashmir

Updated - July 13,2024 04:21 pm IST Published - July12,2024 11:11 pm IST - NEW DELHI

Tie Ecovomic TIMES |
MHA amends J-K Reorganization Act, boosts LG's
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More powers for J&K LG: MHA amends Jammu and
Kashmir Reorganization Act

TOI News Desk / TIMESOFINDIA.COM / Updated: Jul 13, 2024, 11:29 IST | &> suare | [ & | |AA] [Fortowus & |




In a significant move, the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has

amended the Jammu and Kashmir Reorganization Act, 2019

enhancing some powers of the Lieutenant Governor of the
erstwhile state.

President Droupadi Murmu has given her approval to the
amendments in the rule exercising the powers conferred by
section 55 of the Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation Act, 2019,
(34 of 2019) read with the Proclamation dated 31st October
2019 issued under section 73 of the Act, a notification issued by
the MHA mentions.

The President made the rules further to amend the Transaction

of Business of the Government of Union Territory of Jammu and
Kashmir Rules, 20109.



The Jammu and Kashmir
Reorganisation Bill 2019

M A Union Territory of Ladakh
will be formed

M 1t will contain Kargil and
Leh districts

M A Union Territory of Jammu
and Kashmir will be formed

B 1t will contain all the areas
other than Ladakh and Leh

Status of governor

M Governor of existing state of
Jammu and Kashmir will be
Lieutenant governor of UT of

Jammu and Kashmir and UT of
Ladakh

Representation in Council

of States

M Four sitting RS members
from J&K will be deemed to be
members of UT of J&K., Their

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

: Representation in Lok Sabha

: M UT of J&K will have five LS
: seafs

: M UT of Ladakh will have one
: LS seat

The Lieutenant Governor and

: the Legislative Assembly of

i Jammu and Kashmir

: M The provisions contained in

umcle 239A which are

: applicable to “Union

: territory of Puducherry”,

: shall also apply to the

: “Union territory of Jammu

: and Kashmir"”.

: M The legislative assembly
: will have 107 seats with

: direct elections. (J&K

: assembly earlier had 111 seats
: out of which 87 elected)

: M 24 seats in Pakistan

i Occupied Kashmir (PoK) will

: remain vacant (Same as in

- i earlier assembly)

: M LG can nominate two

: women members fo the

i assembly

i [l Term of assembly will be

: five years (as against six years
. i earlier)

i Il Central laws have been

i made applicable to Union

: Territories of Jammu and

i Kashmir and Ladakh

: Il Government proposes

: delimitation of assembly

: segments

: M There will be reorganization
i of assembly segments and

i constituency maps will be

: redrawn

i Il At the moment Jammu

: region has 37 assembly

: segments and Kashmir has 46




Jammu and Kashmir Reorganization Act passed on August 5, 2019

On August 5, 2019, the Jammu and Kashmir Reorganization Act
(2019) was passed in Parliament. In this, Jammu and Kashmir was
divided into two parts and made a Union Territory. First- Jammu
and Kashmir and second- Ladakh.

The Act also abrogated Article 370, which had given special status
to Jammu and Kashmir.

Jammu and Kashmir is under the rule of the Central Government
since June 2018. On August 28, 2019, the Home Ministry had
notified the rules of administration in Jammu and Kashmir, in
which the functioning of the Lieutenant Governor and the Council
of Ministers was clearly explained.



REVOKING

|__BEFORE _J J  Now

® Special powers
exercised by J&K

® Dual citizenship

® Separate flag for
Jammu & Kashmir

® Article 360 (Financial
Emergency) not
applicable

® No reservation for
minorities such as
Hindus and Sikhs

® Indian citizens from
other states cannot buy
land or property in J&K

@ RTl not applicable

® Duration of
Legislative Assembly
for 6 years

e If a woman from J&K
marries out of state, she
would lose the
citizenship of the state

® Panchayats did not
have any rights

® Right to Education
(RTE) was not
applicable

® No special
powers Nnow

® Single citizenship

® Tricolour will be the
only flag

® Article 360 will be
applicable

@ Minorities will be
eligible for 16%
reservation

® People from other
states will now be able
to purchase land or
property in J&K

@ RT! will be applicable

® Assembly duration in
Union Territory of J&K
will be for 5 years

e If a woman marries
out of state or country,
she will still retain all
her rights and Indian
citizenship

® Panchayats will have
the same rights as in
other states

@ Children in the state
will benefit from RTE
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Draft

26 October 1947

Constitution
17 October 1949 :
Article 306
Constill{tion of Renumbered
India
26 January 1950 i
Article 370

'—I Article 35A +—

Instrument of Accession of Jammu and
Kashmir state to the Union of India

The Constitution (Application to Jammu and
Kashmir) Order, 1950

The Constitution of India (Application to Jammu
and Kashmir) Second Amendment Order 1952
(C.0. 48)

Prime Ministers (Dewans) of
Jammu and Kashmir princely
state (1947-1965)

Sadr-e-Riyasat of

{ j Jammu and Kashmir
The Constitution (Application to Jammu and ' '
Kashmir) Order, 1954 17.November 1952
3 Constitution of
— Jammu and Kashmir
47 PFeSldemlal orders Adopted 17 November :
were issued between 11 1956 f
February 1956 and 19 Covemorng - Chief Ministers of the state of
February 1994 Jammu and Kashmir Jammu and Kashmir
1965-2019
5 August \_ 30 March 1865 ( )
.............. sseilis zo?g 5 August
¥ — — 2019
Aticle 35A l The Constitution (Application to J&K) Order, 2019
— stanos (C.0. 272)
abolished C.0. 272 supersedes C.0. 48 o Rajya Sabha passes
- Constitution of J&K Reorganisation
| Jammu and Kashmir Adt, 2019
"/,\5 thAUQUbSl 20%-5 rendered infructuous
ere have been : :
Declaration under Article
amendments of the -y (. 6August |
Constitution of India "1 370(3) of the C_’?nstututnon P
since it was first (C.0.273)
enacted in 1950. Lok Sabha passes
J&K Reorganisation
Act, 2019
4
Presidential assent for
J&K Reorganisation
Act, 2019
9 August 2019
Union Territory of
.................................. Jammu and oo 31 0October | Union Territory of
Kashmir 2019 Ladakh v I} S S
Lieutenant Governor of | | Lieutenant Governor Chief Minister of
Jammu and Kashmir of Ladakh firet tenr(rjrtzg g’ -
Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation Orders aming 4 =
Five orders deal with the union territory of Jammu and Kashmir
and three with the union territory of Ladakh




SHARING OF
POWER

The Jammu and Kashmir
Reorganisation Bill, 2019,
will bring about the follow-
ing changes to the State

= Two Union Territories to
be formed out of the State
of Jammu and Kashmir: UT
of Ladakh (Kargil and Leh
districts; @) and UT of J&K
(all other districts of the
State of J&K @)

@ Four sitting Rajya Sabha No entry:
members of the State will Barbed wire
become MPs of UT of J&K erected by
Five Lok Sabha seats to go the security
totheUTof J&k personnel
Legislative Assembly of UT to :.lOCk
of J&K will have 107 seats vehicles
to be chosen through a on a road
direct election during

restrictions
o~ - s @ One Lok Sabha seat to go in Srinagar
Bk ' b to the UT of Ladakh on Monday.
= Both UTs to have L-G, for now the = REUTERS

Governor of State will continue as both @ 24 seats in PoK will be vacant
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Nation State - (Subdivisions)
Headed By President

India

Unionterrnitories l States F——— [Subdivisions)
Largely Autonomous
Heoded By Governor

SuteTerri!oﬁes]
Union’s Districts I UT“"‘“‘ Elected UT of Strategic Districts I Schedulcd arecas Tribalareas of (S S(hedu-l
Legidature Significance ‘
Not Autonomous NotAutonromous  Largely Autonomous Largely Autonomous
Partially Auton Partially Auteonemo
Hecded By S = Headed 8y Heoded By Governor Heoded By Governar
Administrator Heoded By Heoded By Administrotor cdvised by Tribal odvised by Autanomous
J l o .
1. Chandigarh (seut:v::t 2::;‘;:::' 739 Districts | Advisory Council WRQt coumel
2. Dadra,Nagar Sebbbbii—— Parts In 10 States 1. Bodoland, KarbiAnglong, Dima Hasao
Haveli,Diuand 1. Delhi 1. Andaman in Assam
Daman 2. Puducherry Nicobar 2. Garo, Khasiand Jaintia in Meghalaya
3. Lakshadweep 3. Jammu & 2. Ladakh 3. Chakma, Mara, Lai in Mizoram

Kashmir 4. Tripuratribal area district




Lieutenant Governors (LGs) and administrators in the Union Territories (UTs) of India:
A lieutenant governor is the constitutional head of five of the eight union territories.
eAppointment and Tenure:

o Both LGs and Amdinistarators are appointed by the President of India for a term of five years, subject to the

President's pleasure.

oAdministrators are typically senior bureaucrats from the Indian Administrative Service (IAS) or Indian Police

Service (IPS).
eUnion Territories with Elected Legislatures:

oDelhi, Jammu and Kashmir, Puducherry: These UTs have a measure of self-government with elected

legislatures and council of ministers.
oHere, the role of the LG is largely ceremonial, similar to that of a state's governor.

o They act as constitutional heads and exercise their powers in accordance with the advice of the council of

ministers, except in matters reserved for the President's decision.
eUnion Territories with Significant Executive Powers:

cAndaman and Nicobar Islands, Ladakh: In these UTs, the LG holds substantial executive authority, serving

both as the head of state and head of government.

oThey exercise wider powers due to the absence of an elected legislature.




s Administrator Role:

oChandigarh, Dadra and Nagar Haveli and Daman and Diu, Lakshadweep: Administrators manage these

UTs and are responsible for administration and governance.
oThey do not have legislative powers and report directly to the Ministry of Home Affairs.
eGovernor of Punjab as Administrator of Chandigarh:

oSince 1985, the Governor of Punjab has concurrently served as the Administrator of Chandigarh. This

arrangement ensures administrative cohesion between Chandigarh and its parent state, Punjab.
sFunctionality and Responsibilities:

oLGs: Responsible for upholding the Constitution, maintaining law and order, and overseeing the

administration in consultation with the elected government where applicable.

oAdministrators: Focus on day-to-day administration, implementation of central government policies, and

developmental activities within the UTs.
e Distinct Powers and Functions:

o The distinction between LGs and administrators lies in the extent of their authority over governance,

legislative matters, and their roles in the federal structure of India.

olLGs in UTs with elected legislatures maintain a delicate balance of powers, while administrators focus on

administrative efficiency and development.
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18. {1} The Lieutenant Governor shall, from time to time, summon the Legislative Assembly to meet at such time and place as he thinks fit, but six months shall not intervene
between its last sitting in one session and the date appointed for its first sitting in the next session. (2) The Lieutenant Governor may, from time to time,— (a) prorogue the House;
{b) dissalve the Legislative Assembly.

21. (1) At the commencement of the first session after each general election to the Legislative Assembly and at the commencement of the first session of each year, the Lieutenant
Governor shall address the Legislative Assembly, and shall inform the Legislative Assembly of the causes of its summaons

23.(1) The Lieutenant Governor may address the Legislative Assembly and may far that purpose require the attendance of members. (2) The Lieutenant Gavernor may also send
messages to the Legislative Assembly whether with respect to a Bill then pending in the Legislative Assembly or otherwise, and when a message so sent, the Legislative Assembly

shall with all convenient despatch consider any matter required by the message to be taken into consideration.

24. Every member of the Legislative Assembly shall, before taking his seat, make and subscribe before the Lieutenant Governor of the said Union territory, or some person
appointed in that behalf by him, an oath or affirmation according to the form set out for the purpese in the Fourth Schedule of this Act.

36. (1) A Bill or amendment shall not be intreduced into, or moved in, the Legislative Assembly except on the recommendation of the Lieutenant Governor, if such Bill or
Amendment makes provision for any of the following matters, namely.—

{a) the imposition, abolition, remission, alteration or regulation of any tax;
{b) the amendment of the |aw with respect to any financial obligations undertaken or to be undertaken by the Government of the Union territory;
{c) the appropriation of moneys out of the Consolidated Fund of the Union territory;

{d) the declaring of any expenditure to be expenditure charged on the Consclidated Fund of the Union territory or the increasing of the amount of any such expenditure;



(e} the receipt of money on account of the Consolidated Fund of the Union territory or the public account of the Union territory or the custody or issue of such money or the audit
of the account of the Union territary: Provided that no recommendation shall be required under this sub-section far the moving of an amendment making provision for the
reduction or abolition of any tax. (2) A Bill or Amendment shall not be deemed to make provision for any of the matters aforesaid by reason only that it provides far the imposition
of fines or other pecuniary penalties, or for the demand or payment of fees for licences or fees for services rendered, or by reason that it provides for the impasition, abolition,
remission, alteration or regulation of any tax by any local authority or body for local purposes. (3) A Bill which, if enacted and brought into operation, would invalve expenditure
from the Consalidated Fund of Union territory shall not be passed by the Legislative Assembly of the Union territory unless the Lieutenant Governor has recommended to the
Assembly, the consideration of the Bill.

38. When a Bill has been passed by the Legislative Assembly, it shall be presented to the Lieutenant Governor and the Lieutenant Governor shall declare either that he assents to
the Bill or that he withholds assent therefrom or that he reserves the Bill for the consideration of the President: Provided that the Lieutenant Governor may, as soon as possible
after the presentation of the Bill to him for assent, return the Bill if it is not a Money Bill together with a message requesting that the Assembly will reconsider the Bill or any
specified provisions thereof, and, in particular, will consider the desirability of introducing any such amendments as he may recommend in his message and, when a Bill is so
returned, the Assembly will reconsider the Bill accordingly, and if the Bill is passed again with or without amendment and presented to the Lieutenant Governor for assent, the
Lieutenant Governor shall declare either that he assents to the Bill or that he reserves the Bill for the consideration of the President: Provided further that the Lieutenant Governor
shall not assent to, but shall reserve for the consideration of the President, any Bill which,— (a) in the opinion of the Lieutenant Governor would, if it became law, so derogate from
the powers of the High Court as to endanger the position which that Court is, by the Constitution, designed to fill; or (b) relates to any of the matters specified in clause (1) of article
31A; or () the President may, by order, direct to be reserved for his cansideration. Explanation.—For the purposes of this section and section 39, a Bill shall be deemed to be a
Money Bill if it contains only provisions dealing with all or any of the matters specified in sub-section (1) of section 36 or any matter incidental to any of those matters and, in either
case, there is endorsed thereon the certificate of the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly signed by him that it is a Money Bill.

39. When a Bill is reserved by Lieutenant Governor for the consideration of the President, the President shall declare either that he assents to the Bill or that he withholds assent
therefrom: Provided that where the Bill is not a Money Bill, the President may direct the Lieutenant Governor to return the Bill to the Legislative Assembly together with such a
message as is mentioned in the first proviso to section 38 and, when a Bill is sareturned, the Assembly shall reconsider it accordingly within a period of six months from the date of
receipt of such message and, if itis again passed by the Assembly with or without amendment, it shall be presented again to the President for his consideration.



40. No Act of the Legislative Assembly and no provision in any such Act, shall be invalid by reason only that some previous sanction or recommendation required by this Act was
not given, if assent to that Act was given by the Lieutenant Governor, or, on being reserved by the Lieutenant Governor for the consideration of the President, by the President.

41. (1) The Lieutenant Governor shall in respect of every financial year cause to be laid before the Legislative Assembly of the Union territory of Jammu and Kashmir, a statement of
the estimated receipts and expenditure of the Union territory for that year, in this Part referred to as the “annual financial statement”, {2) The estimates of expenditure embodied
in the annual financial statement shall show separately— (a) the sums required to meet expenditure described by this Act as expenditure charged upon the Consolidated Fund of
the Union territory of Jammu and Kashmir, and (b) the sums required to meet other expenditure proposed to be made from the Consolidated Fund of the Union territory of Jammu
and Kashmir; and shall distinguish expenditure on revenue account from other expenditure. (3) The following expenditure shall be expenditure charged on the Consolidated Fund
of the Union territory of Jammu and Kashmir:— (a) the emoluments and allowances of the Lieutenant Governor and other expenditure relating to his office; (b) the charges payable
in respect of loans advanced to the Union territory of Jammu and Kashmir from the Consolidated Fund of India including interest, sinking fund charges and redemption charges,
and other expenditure connected therewith; (c) the salaries and allowances of the Speaker and the Deputy Speaker of the Legislative Assembly; (d) expenditure in respect of the
salaries and allowances of Judges of High Court of Jammu and Kashmir; () any sums required to satisfy any judgment, decree or award of any court or arbitral tribunal; (f)
expenditure incurred by the Lieutenant Governor in the discharge of his special responsibility; (g) any other expenditure declared by the Constitution or by law made by Parliament
or by the Legislative Assembly of the Union territory of Jammu and Kashmir to be so charged.



44, (1) The Lieutenant Governor shall— (a) if the amount authorised by any law made in accordance with the provisions of section 43 to be expended for a particular service for the
current financial year is found to be insufficient for the purposes of that year or when a need has arisen during the current financial year for supplementary or additional
expenditure upon some new service not contemplated in the annual financial statement for that year, or (b) if any money has been spent on any service during a financial year in
excess of the amount granted for that service and for that year, cause to be laid befaore the Legislative Assembly, another statement showing the estimated amount of that
expenditure or cause to be presented to the Legislative Assembly with such previous approval a demand for such excess, as the case may be. (2) The provisions of sections 41, 42
and 43 shall have effect in relation to any such staterment and expenditure or demand and also to any law to be made authorising the appropriation of moneys out of the
Consolidated Fund of the Union territory of Jammu and Kashmir to meet such expenditure or the grant in respect of such demand as they have effect in relation to the annual
financial statement and the expenditure mentioned therein or to a demand for a grant and the law to be made for the authorisation of appropriation of moneys out of the
Consolidated Fund of the Union territory of Jammu and Kashmir to meet such expenditure or grant.

46. (1) The Legislative Assembly may make rules for regulating, subject to the provisions of this Act, its procedure and the conduct of its business: Provided that the Lieutenant
Governor shall, after consultation with the Speaker of the Legislative Assembly, make rules— (a) for securing the timely completion of financial business; (b) for regulating the
procedure of, and the conduct of business in, the Legislative Assembly in relation to any financial matter or to any Bill for the appropriation of moneys out of the Consolidated Fund
of the Union territory of Jammu and Kashmir; (¢} for prohibiting the discussion of, or the asking of questions on, any matter which affects the discharge of the functions of the
Lieutenant Governor in so far as he is required by this Act to act in his discretion. (2) Until rules are made under sub-section (1), the rules of procedure and standing orders in force
immediately before the commencement of this Act, with respect to the Legislative Assembly of the existing State of Jammu and Kashmir shall have effect in relation to the
Legislative Assembly of the Union territory of Jammu and Kashmir subject to such medifications and adaptations as may be made therein by the Speaker of Legislative Assembly

53. (1) There shall be a Council of Ministers consisting of not more than ten percent of the total number of members in the Legislative Assembly, with the Chief Minister at the head
to aid and advise the Lieutenant Governor in the exercise of his functions in relation to matters with respect to which the Legislative Assembly has power to make laws except in so
far as he is required by or under this Act to act in his discretion or by ar under any law to exercise any judicial or quasi-judicial functions. (2) The Lieutenant Governaor shall, in the
exercise of his functions, act in his discretion in a matter: (i) which falls outside the purview of the powers conferred on the Legislative Assembly; or (ii) in which he is required by or
under any law to act in his discretion or to exercise any judicial functions. (iii) related to All India Services and Anti Corruption Bureau: Provided that if any question arises whether
any matter is or is not a matter as respects which the Lieutenant Governor is by or under this Act required to act in his discretion, the decision of the Lieutenant Governor in his
discretion shall be final, and the validity of anything done by the Lieutenant Governor shall not be called in question on the ground that he ought or ought not to have acted in his
discretion.(3) The question whether any, and if so what, advice was tendered by Ministers to the Lieutenant Governor shall not be inquired into in any court.



54. (1) The Chief Minister shall be appointed by the Lieutenant Governor and the other Ministers shall be appointed by the Lieutenant Governor on the advice of the Chief Minister.
(2) The Ministers shall hold office during the pleasure of the Lieutenant Governor. (3) The Council of Ministers shall be collectively responsible to the Legislative Assembly. (4) Before
a Minister enters upaon his office, the Lieutenant Governor shall administer to him the caths of office and of secrecy according to the forms set out for the purpose in the Fourth
Schedule. (5) A Minister who for any period of six consecutive months is not a member of the Legislative Assembly shall at the expiration of that period cease to be a Minister. (6)
The salaries and allowances of Ministers shall be such as the Legislative Assembly may from time to time by law determine, and until the Legislative Assembly so determines, shall
be determined by the Lieutenant Governor.

55.({1) The Lieutenant Governor shall make rules on the advice of the Council of Ministers— (a) for the allocation of business to the Ministers; and (b) for the more convenient
transaction of business with the Ministers including the procedure to be adopted in case of a difference of opinion between the Lieutenant Governor and the Council of Ministers
or a Minister. (2) Save as otherwise provided in this Act, all executive action of the Lieutenant Governor, whether taken on the advice of his Ministers or otherwise, shall be
expressed to be taken in the name of the Lieutenant Governaor. (3) Orders and other instruments made and executed in the name of the Lieutenant Governor, shall be
authenticated in such manner as may be specified in rules to be made by the Lieutenant Governor on the advice of council of ministers, and the validity of an order or instrument
which is so authenticated shall not be called in question on the ground that it is not an order or instrument made or executed by the Lieutenant Governor.



69. (1) There shall be established a Contingency Fund in the nature of an imprest to be entitled “the Contingency Fund of the Union territory of Jammu and Kashmir", into which
shall be paid from and out of the Consolidated Fund of the Union territory of Jammu and Kashmir such sums as may, from time to time, be determined by law made by the
Legislative Assembly of the Union territory of Jammu and Kashmir; and the said Fund shall be held by the Lieutenant Governor to enable advances to be made by him out of such
Fund. (2) No advances shall be made out of the Contingency Fund of the Union territory of Jammu and Kashmir except for the purposes of meeting unforeseen expenditure
pending authorisation of such expenditure by the Legislative Assembly under appropriations made by law. (3) The Lieutenant Governor on the advice of the Council of Ministers

may make rules regulating all matters connected with or ancillary to the custody of, the payment of moneys into, and the withdrawal of moneys from, the Contingency Fund of the
Union territory of Jammu and Kashmir.

71. The accounts of the Union territory of Jammu and Kashmir shall be kept in such form as the Lieutenant Governor may, after obtaining advice of the Comptroller and
AuditorGeneral of India, prescribe by rules.

72. The reports of the Comptroller and Auditor-General of India relating to the accounts of Union territory of Jammu and Kashmir for any period subsequent to the date referred to
in sub-section (1) of section 67 shall be submitted to the Lieutenant Governar who shall cause them to be laid before the Legislative Assembly.

73. If the President, on receipt of a report from the Lieutenant Governor of Union territory of Jammu and Kashmir, or otherwise, is satisfied,— (a) that a situation has arisen in
which the administration of the Union territory of Jammu and Kashmir cannot be carried on in accordance with the provisions of this Act, or (b) that for the proper administration
of Union territory of Jammu and Kashmir it is necessary or expedient so to do, the President may, by order, suspend the operation of all or any of the provisions of this Act for such
period as he thinks fit and make such incidental and consequential provisions as may appear to him to be necessary or expedient for administering the Union territory of Jammu
and Kashmir in accordance with the provisions of this Act.

79.(1) The Lieutenant Governor shall appoint a person who is qualified to be appointed a Judge of the High Court, to be Advocate-General for the Union territory of Jammu and
Kashmir. (2] It shall be the duty of such Advocate - General to give advice to the Government of such Union territory upon such legal matters and to perform such other duties of a
legal character, as may from time to time be referred or assigned to him by the said Government, and to discharge the functions conferred on him by or under the Constitution or
any other law for the time being in force. (3) In the performance of his duties, the Advocate-General shall have the right of audience in all courts in the Union territory of Jammu and
Kashmir. {4) The Advocate-General shall hold office during the pleasure of the Lieutenant Governor and receive such remuneration as the Lieutenant Governor may determine.
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"These rules may be called the Transaction of Business of
the Government of Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir
(Second Amendment) Rules, 2024," reads the notification.

The amendments shall come into force on July 12, the date of
the publication in the Official Gazette-- a move in
anticipation of the speculated assembly elections in Jammu
and Kashmir.

In the Transaction of Business of the Government of Union
Territory of Jammu and Kashmir Rules, 2019 (hereinafter
referred to as the principal rules), some rules have been
inserted.



MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS
NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 12th July, 2024

GS.R. JBSE)—In cxercise of the powers conferred by sextion 55 of the Jammu and Kashmir
Reorganisation Act, 2019, (34 of 2019) read with the Proclamation dated 31 October, 2019 issued under section 73
of the said Act, the President hereby makes the following rules further 1o amend the Transaction of Business of the
Government of Union Temitory of Jammu and Kashmir Rules, 2019, namely:—

l. (1) These rules may be called the Transaction of Business of the Government of Union Temitory of Jammu
and Kashmir (Secoad Amendment) Rules, 2024,

(2) They ahall come into force on the date of their publication in the Official Gazetie,

2. In the Transaction of Business of the Guovernment of Union Termitory of Jammu and Kashmir Rules, 2019
(hereinafter referred to as the principal rules), in sule S, afier sub-rule (2), following sub-rule shall be insered,

namely:—

*“{2A) No proposal which requires previous concurrence of the Finance Department with regard 1o *Police’,
*‘Public Order®, “All India Service® and *Anti Corruption Burcau® to excrcise the discretion of the Licutenant
Governor under the Act shall be concurred of rejected unbess it has beea placed before the Licutenant
Governor through the Chiel Secretary™.

kKX In the principal rules, alter rule 42, the fullowing rules shall be inserted, namely:=—

*42A. Depantment of Law, Justice and Parhamentary Affairs shall submit the pwpoul for
appointment of Advocate-General and other Law Officers 10 assis the Advacate-General in the
count proceedings, for appruval of the Licutenant Governewr through the Chiefl Secretury and the
Chief Minister,

428. Any proposal regarding gramt or refusal of prosecunon sanction of filing of appeal shall be
placed before the Licutenast Governor through the Chiel Secretary by the Department of Law,
Justice and Parliamentary AlTain™,
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4. In the prancipal rules, in rule 43, after the third proviso, folluwing provisos shall be inserted, namely: —
“Provided also that in respect of matters connected with Pnsons, Directorale of Prosccution and
Farensic Science Laboratary, the matters shall be submited to the Licutenant Governor by Administrative
Sccretary, Home Department through the Chiel Secretary:
Provided also that in respect of matters connected with posting and transfer of Adnunistrative

Sccretaries and cadre posts of All India Services officers, proposal shall be submutted to the Licutenant
Governor by the Administrative Sceretary, General Administration Department through the Chicl Secretary™.

[F. No. 1101227/2020-SRA|
PRASHANT LOKHANDE, Jt. Secy.

Note:- The principal rules were published in the Gazette of India, Extraordinary, Pant 11, Section 3, Sub-section (i) vide
number G.S.R.534 (E). dated the 27th August, 2020 and subsequently amended vide number G.S.R.142 (E).

dated the 28th February, 2024,




As per the inserted sub-rule (2A), "No proposal which requires
previous concurrence of the Finance Department with regard to
'Police’, 'Public Order’, ‘All India Service' and ‘Anti Corruption
Bureau' to exercise the discretion of the Lieutenant Governor
under the Act shall be concurred or rejected unless it has been
placed before the Lieutenant Governor through the Chief
Secretary".

In the principal rules, after rule 42, rule 42A has been inserted
pointing, "Department of Law, Justice and Parliamentary Affairs
shall submit the proposal for appointment of Advocate-General
and other Law Officers to assist the Advocate-General in the
court proceedings, for approval of the Lieutenant Governor
through the Chief Secretary and the Chief Minister."






In the inserted rule 42B, "Any proposal regarding grant or
refusal of prosecution sanction or filing of an appeal shall be
placed before the Lieutenant Governor through the Chief
Secretary by the Department of Law, Justice and
Parliamentary Affairs".

In the principal rules, in rule 43, after the third proviso, the
notification states that some provisos shall be inserted,
focusing on matters connected with Prisons, Directorate of
Prosecution and Forensic Science Laboratory, under which
"the matters shall be submitted to the Lieutenant Governor
by Administrative Secretary, Home Department through the
Chief Secretary”.



Raj Bhawan, Srinagar
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"Provided also that in respect of matters
connected with posting and transfer of
Administrative Secretaries and cadre posts
of All India Services officers, the proposal
shall be submitted to the Lieutenant
Governor by the Administrative Secretary,
General Administration  Department
through the Chief Secretary".

It is pertinent to mention that the
principal rules were published in the
Gazette of India dated August 27, 2020,
and subsequently amended on February
28, 2024.
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POLITICAL LEADERS REACT




Strong opposition from these political parties on giving more
powers to the Lieutenant Governor

Congress called it murder of democracy

Obviously, the provisions of the Jammu and Kashmir
Reorganization Act have been clarified in the new rules, so that
after the formation of the Assembly, the situation regarding
jurisdiction in government work remains completely clear.

Opposing the new amendments in the rules, PDP and National
Conference have called it an attempt to disenfranchise the
people of Jammu and Kashmir and Congress has called it
murder of democracy.






We don't want a powerless chief
minister: Omar Abdullah

At the same time, Apni Party has
appealed to all the parties to unite and
protest against it. According to National
Conference Vice President and former
Chief Minister Omar Abdullah, the people
of Jammu and Kashmir do not want a
powerless and rubber stamp Chief
Minister, who has to beg the Lieutenant
Governor even for the appointment of a
peon.

He said that Jammu and Kashmir should
get the status of a full state before the
assembly elections.




. Omar Abdullah &
WV @OmarAbdullah

Another indicator that elections are around the corner in J&K. This is why
a firm commitment laying out the timeline for restoration of full,
undiluted statehood for J&K is a prerequisite for these elections. The
people of J&K deserve better than powerless, rubber stamp CM who will
have to beg the LG to get his/her peon appointed.

&) vijaita Singh & @vijaita - Jul 13

MHA has further widened the scope of administrative
amending ToB Rules. If and when a CM is elected in th
have no say in matters of prison,police,public arder,tr:
officials etc. | report

thehindu.com/news/national/...

8:54 AM - Jul 13, 2024 - 43.7K Views

Omar Abdullah &
@OmarAbdullah

Vice President @JKNC_ | only endorse & take responsibility for my own views here,
not the ones reposted or quoted. My party is not responsible for my posts.

© Srinagar, Jammu, Delhi Joined April 2010




Omar Abdullah &
=Y @0OmarAbdullah

“While the Delhi LG often finds their authority challenged by the elected
government, the MHA’s clear delineation of the LG's powers in JRK
stands in stark contrast, showcasing a deliberate effort to centralise
authority and streamline decision-making in the UT"

(I Hindustan Times . @htTweets - 20h

The MHA's amendments have vested the LG of #lammuAndKashmir with
extensive powers over key administrative and #legal matters.

(@utkarsh_aanand reports}

Show more

9:54 AM - Jul14, 2024 - 15.5K Views



Government wants to make assembly
a municipal body

Meanwhile, former Chief Minister and
PDP President Mehbooba Mufti said
that the Central Government wants to
convert the once most powerful
Jammu and Kashmir Assembly into a
municipal body.

She said that the Central Government
does not trust the people of Jammu
and Kashmir and is giving power to
the Lieutenant Governor, an outsider
who knows nothing about Jammu and
Kashmir.




Apni Party said- powerless assembly is
not acceptable

Abdullah Bukhari of his party called upon
all parties to forget their differences and
oppose it, saying that the central

government wants to give a powerless §¥ A&

assembly to Jammu and Kashmir, which is
not acceptable.

Congress National President Mallikarjun
Kharge and General Secretary Jairam
Ramesh also opposed this and termed it
as murder of democracy. But BJP
completely rejected these allegations of
opposition parties.







BJP said- democracy has been strengthened
in Jammu and Kashmir

BJP spokesperson Sudhanshu Trivedi made
it clear that during the Modi government,
work has been done to strengthen the roots
of democracy by conducting elections from
Panchayat to Municipal bodies in Jammu and 73
Kashmir and the huge turnout during the
Lok Sabha elections is proof of this.

He said that those who had kept Kashmir as
the fiefdom of only three families in the
name of democracy, their freedom seems to
be slipping away. That is why he is having
pain in his heart.







No change in the Act

According to highly placed sources of the Home Ministry, no
changes have been made in the Jammu and Kashmir
Reorganization Act and it has been upheld by the Supreme
Court.

Section 32 of this Act clearly states that the Legislative Assembly
of Jammu and Kashmir can make any law except those relating
to police and law and order and the Concurrent List included in
the Seventh Schedule of the Constitution. Similarly, Section 53 of
the Act makes it clear that the Lieutenant Governor can take his
own decisions on issues like All India Services and Anti
Corruption Bureau, which are beyond the jurisdiction of the
Legislative Assembly.
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Why doubts persist about J&K elections this year

Evidence that terrorists are continuing to get local support
undermines the government’s rhetoric that the erstwhile state of
J&K has become free of terrorism after the removal of its special

status

FollowUs: L @& ‘ Bharat Bhushan Last Updated : 12 July 2024, 13:01 IST Eo <

[

What's Brewing

Although the Supreme Court had ordered the Centre to hold Assembly elections in Jammu and
Kashmir by September 30, the prospects of that happening seem bleak.

There is speculation that only the panchayat and municipal polls might be held by September,
while the Assembly elections may be deferred to 2025. The announcement for local body polls is
expected after the Amarnath Yatra concludes on August 19.

Signals from the government on Assembly polls are confusing. The prime minister did mention
during his June 21 visit to Kashmir that preparations for elections in the Union Territory were on.

Subsequently, a meeting of the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) was held chaired by Home
Minister Amit Shah, attended by party president J P Nadda and party leaders from J&K. They were
apparently instructed to be 'ready’ for elections. In June, the Election Commission of India also
called for applications for allotment of ‘common symbol’ from registered and unregistered parties
in J&K. On July 5, the BJP in-charge for overseeing J&K elections, Unicn Minister G Kishan Reddy
chaired a party meeting to oversee election preparedness.

PM Modi now most followed ¢
X with 100 million followers



IN BRIEF: UT OF JAMMU & KASHMIR AND LADAKH

) GOVERNMENT OF INDIA ON AUGUST 5 REVOKED
ARTICLE 370 OF THE INDIAN CONSTITUTION BY
WAY OF A PRESIDENTIAL ORDER

‘.\ \ 4
~
' .T ‘ff J&KH.. UT of Lodakh
vil slsem , i SR without Assembly
= KASHMR F .
1,01,387 square km - | ¢ §9,196 square km
SOELATIN J\/ 'm:dirsw.i_&l]hd-mse:‘»in

1,25,41,302 FOPULATION

2.74 lakh

foso ord papeloton % heage o fe e UT Soandesss 3¢ duma UT: Urion Temitories

JAMMU & KASHMIR AFTER ARTICLE 370 IS REVOKED:

B No dual citizenship | other states ¢can buy | financial emergency

B Central laws can | Jand & property - under Article 360
directly apply . M No two flags . W Police will be
HNe soparate laws | [Eloctions overy five | Managed by the
for J&K . years - Centre

M Indian citizens from : Hl Centre can declare
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Minisiry of Earth Sciences
Azadi g,
Amrit Mahotsav

Union Cabinet approves India's signing of the Biodiversity Beyond National
Jurisdiction (BBNJ) Agreement

Posted On: 08 JUL 2024 7:13PM by PIB Delhi

The Union Cabinet, chaired by Prime Mimister Narendra Modi, has approved India to sign the Biodiversity Bevend National Jurisdiction (BBNT) Agreement. This landmark
decision marks a significant step towards the conservation and sustainable utilization of marine biological diversity in areas bevond national jurisdiction. Often referred to
as the “High Seas’, areas beyond national jurisdiction are the global common oceans open to all for internationally lawful purposes such as navigation, overflight, laying
submarine cables and pipelines, etc. The Ministry of Earth Sciences will spearhead the country's implementation of the BENT Agreement.

Dy Jitendra Singh, Honourable Minister of State (Independent Charge) of the Ministry of Earth Sciences and Ministry of Science and Technelogy; Minister of State in the
Prime Minister's Office, Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions, Department of Atomic Energy; and Department of Space, said “India remains committed
and proactive to the global cavse of environmental conservation and sustainable development. We will be signing (the BENJ Agreement) and are propitious of subsequently
ratifying it through the necessary legislative processes”™. The government is aligned to scientific progress, strengthening international collaboration, and promoting

governance, transparency, accountability, and the rule of law”, he added. The Cabinet meeting was held en July 02, 2024.

The BENJ Agreement, or the “High Seas Treaty’, is an international treaty under the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). It aims to address the
growing concerns over the long-term protection of marine biodiversity in the high seasz. It sets precise mechanizms for the sustainable use of marine biological diversity
through international cooperation and coordmation. Parties cannot claim or exercise sovereign rights over marine resources derved from the high seas and ensure fair and
equitable sharing of benefits. It follows an incluaive, integrated, ecosystem-centric approach based on the precavtionary principle and promotes using traditional knowledge
and the best available scientific knowledge. It helps minimise impacts on the marine environment through area-based management tools and establishes rules for conducting

environmental impact assessments. It would also contribute to achieving several SDGs, particularly SDG14 (Life Below Water).

Dr M Ravichandran, Secretary, MoES, elaborating on the benefits for India, said, “The BBNJ Agreement allows us to enhance our strategic presence in areas beyond our
EEZ (Exclusive Economic Zone), which is very promizing. In addition to shared monetary benefits, it will forther strengthen our marine conservation efforts and
collaborations, open newer avenues for scientific research and development, access to samples, sequences and information, eapacity building and technology transfer, ete.,
not just for us but for the benefit of the entire humankind”. He added that India signing the BENJ Agreement 13 another crocial step towards ensuring that our oceans remaimn

healthy and resilient.

The BENJ Agreement will be the third implementation agreement under UINCLOS if and when it enters into force, alongside its sister implementation agreements: the 1994
Part X1 Implementation Agreement (which addresses the exploration and extraction of mineral resources in the international seabed area) and the 1995 UN Fizh Stocks

Agreement (which addresses the conservation and management of straddling and lighly migratory fish stocks).

UNCLOS was adopted on December 10, 1982, and came intc force on November 16, 1994, It is crucial for the environmental protection of the seas and addressing
maritime boundaries, rights to marine resources, and dispute resclution. It establishes the International Seabed Authority to regulate mining and related activities on the
ocean floor beyond national jurizdiction. As of today, more than 160 countries have ratified UNCLOS. It i3 vital to maintaining order, equity. and fairness in using the
world's oceans. The BBNJ Agreement was agreed upon in March 2023 and is open for signature for two years starting September 2023, It will be an international legally
binding treaty after it enters force 120 days after the 60 ratification, acceptance, approval or accession. As of June 2024, 91 countries have signed the BBNJ Apreement,
and eight Parties have ratified it.



India to ratify High Seas Treaty: What is
the agreement — and its significance?

The High Seas Treaty has often been compared with the 2015 Paris Agreement on climate change in its
significance and potential impact.

Written by Amitabh Sinha

New Delhi | Updated: July 10, 2024 07:35 IST \'\\ The I ndian EXPRESS
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& The Indian Express Q
India to ratify High Seas Treaty: What is the agreement —
and its significance?

The Indian government on Monday said it would soon sign and ratify the High Seas
Treaty, a new international legal architecture for...

5 days ago

2 GKToday @
India to ratify High Seas Treaty: Recent Agreement and
Significance

The Indian government has said that it will sign and approve the High Seas Treaty. The
goal of this international deal is to protect marine...

4 days ago

© ppnNews @

India to sign, ratify High Seas Treaty on marine conservation

India has decided to sign and ratify the Biodiversity Beyond National Jurisdiction
(BBNJ) Agreement. This international treaty, under the...

5 days ago

@ ThePrint 0

What is High Seas Treaty India is set to ratify & how it's
different from UNCLOS

New Delhi: India has aareed to ratify the Biodiversity Bevond National Jurisdiction




India plans to sign and
adopt the UN High Seas
Treaty for protecting
marine biodiversity in

international waters

ThePrint

What is High Seas Treaty India is set to ratify & how it’s
different from UNCLOS
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;The Union Cabinet endorsed the treaty on 2 July, after which Union
éMinister of State for Science & Technology Dr Jitendra Singh reaffirmed

India’s commitment to environmental conservation and sustainable

éThe treaty, negotiated last year, is meant for reducing pollution, and for

conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity and other marine
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What are the high seas?

They makeupnearly2/3  They represent 95% of But less than 1% of the
of the world’s ocean ... Earth’s occupied habitat high seas are protected

... and 95% of
its volume




The high seas treaty

A crucial step towards the governance and protection of ocean space

SHYAM SARAN
FORMER FOREIGN SECRETARY & SENIOR
FELLOW, CENTRE FOR POLICY RESEARCH

N 1967, Swedish diplomat Avvid

Pardo, credited with the initia-

tive which led to the adoption of

the UN Convention on the Law
of the Seas (UNCLOS) in 1982, under-
lined the elemental importance of
the oceans: ‘ The dark oceans were
the womb of life. From the protected
oceans, life emerged. We still bear in
our bodies — as our blood, in the
salty bitterness of our tears — the
marks of this ancient past.’

UNCLOS defined national jurisdic-
tion over seas extending from the
coast, including territorial waters and
exclusive economic zones. The con-
servation and sustainable use of
marine resources within these areas
was the responsibility of the states
under whose jurisdiction they lay.
With respect to ocean spaces beyond
national jurisdiction, which constitute
two-thirds of the ocean space or the
so-called high seas, there are several
multilateral legal instruments regu-
lating various categories of activities.
These include fishing, shipping,
dumping of hazardous waste and
environmental protection. But these
are fragmented and governed only
partially by several international insti-
tutions. The high seas treaty, known
by its formal title as BBNJ treaty or
Biodiversity Beyond National Juris-
diction, puts in place an overarching
legal framework to manage inter-
linked challenges to the conservation
and sustainable use of marine
resources in the vast, currently par-
tially governed ocean space.

The negotiations leading up to the
treaty had four focus areas: marine
genetic resources (MGR), including
the sharing of benefits from their use;
area-based management tools such as
marine protected areas; environmental

As an oceanic country, India must be a leader in the early
adoption and ratification of the treaty and participate in the
framing of the rule-book for its effective implementation.

impact assessments (EIA); and capaci-
tybuilding and technological transfers.

The treaty will enable the implemen-
tation of the major decision taken at
the 15th Conference of Parties to the
Biodiversity Convention in May 2022,
which decided on a target of putting
30% of the earth’s ocean space in
marine protected zones by 2030. Cur-
rently only 1.4% is designated as such.

The BBNJ doesn’t constitute a legal
commitment to preserve 30% of the
high seas by 2030. It only provides the
legal framework for enabling marine
protected zones to be set up. The hard
work of realising the target remains to
be done. The significance of the agree-
ment reached lies in its clear recogni-
tion of the threats to the conservation
and sustainable use of the high seas.
The preamble identifies ‘warming, de-
oxygenation, ocean acidification, pollu-
tion, including plastic pollution and
unsustainable use.’ This establishes a
clear link between the ecology of the
oceans and climate change. This is
important because oceans absorb 90%
of the excess heat and 25% of carbon
emissions and generate 50% of the oxy-
gen in the earth’s atmosphere. The
oceans are the earth’s largest carbon
sink and their declining health means
that their role as a carbon sink is pro-
gressively diminishing. The BBNJ pro-

vides the bridge between the UN
Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC) on the one hand
and UNCLOS on the other.

For the first time, the threat from
plastics in the oceans has been explic-
itly recognised. Over 10 million
tonnes of plastics are dumped into the
oceans every year and the volume is
growing. The Great Pacific Garbage
Patch of plastic waste is floating in the
ocean. It is three times the size of
France! Plastics have entered the
marine food chain. With fish, humans
also ingest micro-plastics. The Uni-
versity of Nebraska has estimated
that an average person ingests rough-
ly 5 gm of plastics every week, with
some of it coming from marine prod-
ucts. A global treaty on plastic pollu-
tion is currently under negotiation
and may be adopted next year.

The draft treaty attempts to reconcile
two potentially contradictory princi-
ples, ‘freedom of the high seas’, insist-
ed upon by the West, and the notion of
the oceans being a ‘common heritage
of mankind’. The latter principle is
implicit in the provisions on monetary
and non-monetary benefit-sharing
from the exploitation of MGR. This
includes access to all samples collected
from the high seas, Digital Sequence
Information, scientific data and readi-

ness to engage in scientific and techni-
cal cooperation, transfer of marine
technology and capacity building in
developing countries.

The Conference of Parties (COP) will
serve as a decision-making body.
There will be a secretariat which will
provide administrative and logistical
support, circulate information and
facilitate coordination and cooperation
with other international bodies. There
will be a clearing house mechanism
which will function as a platform for
accessing information, impact assess-
ments and in the setting up of marine
protected zones. There will be a sub-
sidiary science and technology body,
an implementation and compliance
committee and an access and benefit-
sharing committee. There will be a
financial mechanism that will include
a voluntary trust fund and a global
environmental facility trust fund
based on assessed contributions from
all states party to the treaty. The aim
will be to provide ‘adequate, accessi-
ble, new and additional and pre-
dictable financial resources’. Experi-
ence with the 2005 Paris Agreement on
Climate Change would suggest that
the finance provision will be the hard-
est to implement. The treaty provides
for environmental impact assessment
of activities undertaken in the high
seas by state parties but this may also
be very difficult to implement.

The BBNJ is very important for
India, which has a coastline of over
7,500 km and fishing is the sole liveli-
hood of millions of citizens. But we
should recognise that the oceans are an
inter-connected ecological space and
influences from one part are transmit-
ted to another part through currents.
Our weather patterns, in particular the
monsoons, are deeply influenced by
currents, the chemical make-up and
thermal condition of sea water. The
health of humans and other species is
linked to the health of our oceans. As
an oceanic country, India should be a
leader in the early adoption and ratifi-
cation of the treaty and participate
actively in the framing of the rule-book
for its effective implementation. The
G20 Summit offers a platform where
India could take the lead to mobilise a
global initiative to save our oceans.




UN HIGH SEAS TREATY

aka BBNJ (Biodiversity Beyond National Jurisdiction) Agreement

For the first time, UN members have agreed on a unified
(legally-binding) treaty to protect biodiversity in the high seas

Hiah All the saltwater bodies across
Seasg(Hs) Earth that aren’t part of territorial
sealinternal waters of a state

Only 1.2% of HSs are currently
protected

Need to 10% of global marine species at

Protect HS risk of extinction
Demand for an updated framework

to protect marine life in the High High exploitation due to commercial
Seas, is about 20 years-old fishing, mining, acidification, pollution

Background
of Treaty

The last int’l agreement on ocean protection was UNCLOS signed in 1982

This treaty is the 3rd “implementing agreement” under UNCLOS

protected areas in the high seas

FEATURES

KEY I Create a new body to manage conservation of ocean life and establish marine

Estd. ground rules for conducting EIAs for commercial activities in oceans

KEY

PLAYERS [l -l g

’ Y .87 -
e i N

Achieving the 30x30 Target set at UKJ CBD COP15
SIGNIFICANCE Legal protection of 2/3rd of the ocean (+ livelihoods of coastal communities)

e Comprehensive protection of endangered species/habitats on >40% of
Earth's surface

How to fairly share marine genetic resources (MGR) &
ROADBLOCK eventual profits among developed/developing nations

Ocean ecosystems produce half the oxygen we breathe,
represent 95% of the planet’s biosphere and soak up CO, (world’s largest carbon sink)







UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION
ON THE LAW OF THE SEA
(UNCLOS)

The 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea
(UNCLOS), also called Constitution for the oceans, has 168
parties, and sets out the legal framework within which all
activities in the oceans and seas must be carried out.

The Convention has created three new institutions
on the International level

THE INTERNATIONAL TRIBUNAL 1
FOR THE LAW OF THE SEA

An independent judicial body. It has jurisdiction over any dispute
concerning the interpretation or application of the Convention,
and over all matters specifically provided for in any other
agreement which confers jurisdiction on the Tribunal

0 THE INTERNATIONAL
SEABED AUTHORITY

ISA has the mandate to ensure the effective protection
of the marine environment from harmful effects that
may arise from deep-seabed related activities

THE COMMISSION ON THE LIMITS

OF THE CONTINENTAL SHELF
To facilitate the implementation of the UNCLOS in respect of the
establishment of the outer limits of the continental shelf beyond

200 nautical miles (M) from the baselines from which the breadth
of the territorial sea is measured




What are the high seas?

They makeupnearly2/3  They represent 95% of But less than 1% of the
of the world’s ocean ... Earth’s occupied habitat high seas are protected

... and 95% of
its volume




HIGHLIGHTS

* It aims to place 30% of the seas into protected areas by 2030(a pledge made by countries at the UN
biodiversity conference in 2022).

* It will provide a legal framework for establishing vast marine protected areas (MPAs) to protect against the
loss of wildlife and share out the genetic resources of the high seas.

* |t also covers environmental assessments to evaluate the potential damage of commercial activities, such
as deep-sea mining.

* The treaty aims at strengthening resilience and contains provisions based on the polluter-pays principle as
well as mechanisms for disputes.

* The treaty offers guidance, including through an integrated approach to ocean management that builds
ecosystem resilience to tackle the adverse effects of climate change and ocean acidification, and maintains
and restores ecosystem integrity, including carbon cycling services.

* Treaty provisions also recognize the rights and traditional knowledge of indigenous peoples and local
communities, the freedom of scientific research, and need for the fair and equitable sharing of benefits.

* The treaty also considers the special circumstances facing small-island and landlocked developing nations.

« It will establish a conference of the parties (CoP) that will meet periodically and enable member states to be
held to account on issues such as governance and biodiversity.

* The treaty also includes a pledge by signatories to share ocean resources.



Ocean treaty: Historic agreement reached

UN member states have agreed on a legal framework to protect the world's oceans.
The High Seas Treaty places 30 percent of the seas into protected areas by 2030,
aiming to safeguard and recuperate marine nature.

Arctic Ocean

— r—

' Indian
" Ocean

D High Seas
Exclusive Economic Zones Southern Ocean
Oceans cover more than The ocean has absorbed Every year at least
L] L
70 percent 90 percent 8 million
of our planet’s surface of the world's excess heat tonnes of plastic waste end

up in the world's oceans



HOW MANY C()UNTRIES HAVE SIGNED
THE TREATY?
91 nations s1gned the document, ofﬁc1ally known

as the Biodiversity Beyond National Jurisdiction

Treaty, after agreeing to its terms in March,

2023 following roughly 15 years of discussion.

91 countries have already signed the treaty;
While elght of them have also ratlﬁed B

The n -a--* IS meanr “to prevent a cascadlng of

spec1es extlnctlons” brought on by overﬁshlng, AREA COVERED 8Y INTERNATION

'011 extractlon deep-sea mlnlng and other

jln the hlgh seas.

UN treaty to protect high seas

Countries have reached a landmark agreement to put 30 percent
of international waters into protected areas by 2030

High seas: International waters
where all countries can fish,
navigate and do research

Exclusive Economic Zones
Where coastal countries have

Nearly 10 percent of global marine
species are at risk of extinction

jurisdiction over resources -
up to 200 nautical miles ‘;; S
(370km) from shore ’
Atlantic
Ocean
Pacific
Ocean
).dhn
Ocean
Southern Ocean
AL WATERS
' 64% © [ 45% W W 1.2%
of world's | of Earth’s | ' currently |
B oceans AN WA surface N \ |\ protected /



Protecting the High Seas

A new United Nations treaty creates a framework for collaborative international management
and conservation of open-ocean areas outside national jurisdictions. Marine scientists have
identified at least nine high-priority areas to protect ocean ecosystems that are important for
biodiversity and for capturing carbon dioxide from the atmosphere.
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The High Seas lreaty has often been compared with the 2015 Paris
Agreement on climate change in its significance and potential impact.

The treaty deals only with oceans that are outside the national jurisdiction

of any country. Typically, national jurisdictions extend up to 200 nautical
émiles (370 km) from the coastline, an area that is called exclusive economic
ézones or EEZs. Areas outside of EEZs of every country are known as high
éseas or international waters. They constitute about 64%, roughly two-
thirds, of the total ocean area and are considered global commons. They
ébelong to no one and everyone enjoys equal rights for navigﬁﬁon,

overflight, economic activities, scientific research, or laying of
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Figure 5.5 Maritime Zones
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éﬁAruund 67 percent of the world’s

The Exclusive Economic Zones of the Claimant States

;éoceans lie beyond national boundaries.

MYANMAR

THAILAND

oo ‘economic zone, territorial sea, internal

\ X / ‘implying that no country has ownership
e ___/:."hrmi or regulatory rights to the high seas and
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climate change, the BBNJ Agreement represents a global effort to protect

and manage resources that are essential for the well-being of present and
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Ratification

« Like any other international law, the High Seas Treaty would come into force only when a certain minimum number of
countries ratify, or accede to, it. In the case of this treaty, this number is 60.

«  The treaty would become international law 120 days after the 60th ratification is submitted.

+ Ratification is the process by which a country agrees to be legally bound to the provisions of an international law.

« Thisis separate from a mere signing on to an international law.

« Signing indicates that a country agrees with the provisions of the international law concerned, and is willing to abide by it.
« Buttillit ratifies it, the process for which varies from country to country, it is not legally bound to follow that law.

« Incountries that have legislative bodies like a parliament, ratification typically requires the consent of the legislature.

« Inother countries, it might just need an executive approval or accession. It is possible for a country to sign on to but not ratify
a treaty. In that case, it is not considered a party to the treaty.

« The United States, for example, signed the Kyoto Protocol, the predecessor to the Paris Agreement, but it did not ratify it
because its Senate, the upper house of the legislature, did not give its approval.






& The Indian Express Q

India to ratify High Seas Treaty: What is the agreement —
and its significance?

The Indian government on Monday said it would soon sign and ratify the High Seas
Treaty, a new international legal architecture for...

5 days ago

2 GKToday 0

India to ratify High Seas Treaty: Recent Agreement and
Significance

The Indian government has said that it will sign and approve the High Seas Treaty. The
goal of this international deal is to protect marine...

4 days ago

© ppNEws @

India to sign, ratify High Seas Treaty on marine conservation

India has decided to sign and ratify the Biodiversity Beyond National Jurisdiction
(BBNJ) Agreement. This international treaty, under the...

5 days ago

@ ThePrint Q

What is High Seas Treaty India is set to ratify & how it's
different from UNCLOS

New Delhi: India has agreed to ratify the Biodiversity Beyond National Jurisdiction




The Indian government on Monday said it would soon sign and ratify
éthe High Seas Treaty, a new international legal architecture for
émaintaining the ecological health of the oceans. The treaty, negotiated
élast year, is meant for reducing pollution, and for conservation and

sustainable use of biodiversity and other marine resources in ocean
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