For All Competltwe Exams | pathabal

THE s HINDUJS '
'
&0 Hin ‘ms tan Times SECS

By Ankit Avasthi Sir V
v

(TXTTTIY 29 JULY 2024 g
REAL NEWS & ANALYSIS 7 '




SUCCESS
OCCURS
WHEN YOURDRERNS

GET BIGGER
THAN YOUR-EXCUSES




























“ |ﬂ Home | Olympics 2024 | India | Karnataka | Opinion | World | Business | Sports |
EN

Maldives resumes medical evacuations
with India-gifted Dornier &
helicopters: Prez Muizzu 'thanks' Delhi

President Mohamed Muizzu, known for his pro-China stance, has thanked India for
enabling the resumption of medical evacuation services with civilian aviation
personnel from India.
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Maldives President Muizzu thanks India, China

for support to strengthen his country’s fragile
economy

China and India provide the most assistance in repaying the country’s debt, President Muizzu said at an
official function held to mark the 59th anniversary of the country’s independence

Published - July 28,2024 10:50 pm IST - Beijing/Male
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The Maldives has resumed
using a Dornier aircraft and
two helicopters gifted by
India for medical evacuations
after the two countries
reached an understanding
over the repatriation of
Indian military personnel
operating the three aviation
platforms in the archipelagic
nation, media reports said on
Saturday.
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India fully withdraws soldiers from Maldives:
Presidential spokesperson

India withdraws military personnel from Maldives ahead of President Muizzu’s May 10 deadline,
impacting bilateral relations

Updated - May 10,2024 05:15 pm IST Published - May 10,2024 01:22 pm IST - Male
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President Mohamed Muizzu, known for his pro-China stance, has
thanked India for enabling the resumption of medical evacuation
services with civilian aviation personnel from India.

The Maldives National Defence Force (MNDF) told local media that the
provision of medical evacuation through the Dornier flight and
helicopters has resumed, this time with the civilian crew sent from
India, news portal Edition.mv reported.

The two medical emergencies were carried out on Friday night,
according to a post on X by the MNDFE.

The Dornier aircraft and the helicopters were earlier operated by
Indian military personnel and were stopped soon after President
Muizzu took oath last November.
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A 36-year-old patient was flown to Malay by the MNDF Air Corps on a
Donner aircraft at 21:40 pm yesterday.

Was this translation accurate? Give us feedback so we can improve: I GA
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President Muizzu rode to power after banking on the ‘India Out’ sentiment and had
pushed for the repatriation of Indian military personnel from his country making a
demand to this effect within hours of his swearing-in. According to an agreement
between India and Maldives in February this year, all Indian military personnel were
to return in batches by May 10 and India kept its word. The military personnel were
replaced by civilians as India did not take back the Dornier aircraft and the
helicopters it had gifted to the Maldives some years ago.

News portal Adhadhu.com said Indians are stationed in Hanimaadhoo to operate the
Dornier aircraft and in Laamu Kadhdhoo and Seenu Gan to operate the helicopters. A
total of 76 Indians are based on the islands.

It further said that President Muizzu announced the restart of medical evacuations
with the aircraft at the official function held at the youth centre last night to mark the
59th Independence Day.

“A patient was transported to Male’ on the India platform for the first time since
military personnel were replaced by civilians. I thank the Indian government for this,”
Muizzu was quoted as saying by Sun.mv news portal.
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Pilots Incapable Of Flying Aircraft Donated By
India: Maldives Minister

Ghassan Maumoon made the remarks at a press nference
Saturday to brief the media about the withdrawal of

operate two helicopters
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The resumption of the Dornier aircraft operations came after
the government faced criticism for not using the Dornier or the
helicopters for medical emergencies, the news portal pointed
out.

It also mentioned that the Indian military helicopters in
Kadhdhoo and Addu were regularly flown before medical
evacuations resumed with the Dornier aircraft. The government
has not commented on it.

The civilian personnel were sent by Hindustan Aeronautics
Limited - an Indian public sector aerospace and defence
company in Bangalore, which manufactured the helicopter
donated by the Indian government.
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Boy Dies After Maldives President Denies
Approval To Indian Plane: Report

The incident comes against the backdrop of strained diplomatic relations between India and
Maldives.

World News | Edited by Samiran Mishra | Updated: January 21, 2024 7:39 am IST

TRENDING

Astrologer Who
Correctly Predicted
Biden Exit, Now
'‘Names' Next US
President

“Shabby,
Uncomfortable":
Jwala Gutta Slams
India's Paris Olympics
Garments

"Come Up, Quick":






BUDGET 2024




HHHHH

Neighbouring

of India

mmmmmmm
v (BURMA)




USIHt-fAsT 421 @ 4773

RIS I HRd

g1

for o
2023-24*

feaag
2024-25*

2398

2068

220

200

PTG

130
770

120
400

370

250

650

37ThIchT LT

RIRTATS G

ifed 3mfdht gor 32

COUNTRIES 2022-2023 (Amount in Cr)
Bhutan 2266
Afghanistan 200
Bangladesh 300
Nepal 750
Sri Lanka 200
Maldives —=———— 360
Myanmar 600
Mongolia 12
African Countries 250
Eurasian Countries 140
Latin American Countries 40
Other Developing Countries 150
Disaster Relief 10
Chabahar Port 100
Mauritius 900
Seychelles 14

31 fapraeftar gor 95

125

Total-Aid to Countries

6292

aled

5269

4773

* JU7 &1 718 77191 B8 DU H &




@ India World Elections Sport e-Paper TH FREE TRIAL .
Maldives gets IMF debt warning as more
Chinese loans loom

Since winning office last year, President Mohamed Muizzu has reoriented the atoll nation away from
traditional benefactor India and towards Beijing

Published - May 14,2024 01:49 am IST - Malé
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e SIGNIN News / India / Maldives Minister says India seeking a free trade deal with island nation

Maldives Minister says India seeking a free
trade deal with island nation

Maldivian Minister Mohamed Saeed has said that India has initiated efforts to create a
Free Trade Agreement with the island nation, and discussions on the same are ongoing.
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No proposal made to Maldives for FTA:
India

Last week, Maldivian Minister for Economic Development and Trade Mohamed Saeed indicated that
India has initiated efforts to have an FTA between the two countries.

zw%emnumm May.3), 2024 DEI2 IS ‘\\\The Indian EXPRESS |

& Followus JOURNALISM OF COURAGE

| . S :
¢ ‘nited Nations

& EXPRESS Shorts

%“-ﬁi’:-'

n  Impress with a ol e host
portfolio on WordPress, m
WordPress arg

PM Narendra Modi with Maldives President Mohamed Muizzu (PTI/File Photo)

Sonakshi Sinha explains
why she decided to wear
her mother’s saree on her
wedding day

Entertainment Updated: July 28, 2024 21:46
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India on Thursday said it has not made any proposal to the Maldives for a bilateral
free trade agreement (DTA) and that it was ready to consider if the island nation
expresses interest for such a pact.

No specific proposal for a bilateral FTA with the Maldives has been made by the Sonakshi Sinha says she always

knew she wanted to wear her

Government of India,” External Affairs Ministry spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal said.
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Muizzu changing tune? Maldivian President expresses
hope to sign free trade agreement with India

Speaking at the official function held to mark the 59th anniversary of independence, President Muizzu said that in
addition to Ching, efforts were underway to enter into FTAs with India
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Maldives President Dr Mohamed Muizzu has expressed hope to sign a Free
Trade Agreement (FTA) with India, according to Male-based Adhadhu. Male has
signed a trade deal with Beijing, which will begin in September. The Maldivian
President has expressed hope of signing such an agreement with India as well,
the report said.

Speaking at the official function held to mark the 59th anniversary of
independence, President Muizzu said that in addition to China, efforts were
underway to enter into FTAs with India, Turkiye, and Britain.

Muizzu said the result of implementing the FTA with China would be the
elimination of tariffs for a total of 7,897 items in nine sectors, including 298
fisheries products. He said when the FTA comes into force, an import duty will
not be charged for exporting these products from the Maldives to China.

When an FTA is signed with Turkiye, duty concessions will be granted for 53
exports from the Maldives with zero tariffs for some items, the President said.



"The government is also working on currency swap agreements with
China and India to help local businesses,” Muizzu said as per
Adhadhu. This would pave the way for alleviating the dollar shortage
and assuring economic sovereignty, he said.

Muizzu also spoke of '‘Loan Restructuring and Debt Management',
especially because of its financial bilateral relations with India and
China. He acknowledged the "significant contributions of China and
India in assisting with the Maldives’ debt repayment efforts”.

India has deferred a $50 million loan and provided food quotas for
two more years. China has given the green light to defer loans from
the Exim Bank for various development projects for the next five
years, with no interest payments during this period.



Bilateral Economic and Trade Relations

India and Maldives signed a trade agreement in 1981, which provides for
export of essential commodities. Growing from modest beginnings,
India-Maldives bilateral trade crossed the USD 300 million mark for the
first time in 2021 which further crossed USD 500 million mark in 2022.

= Ministry of External Affairs
=== https://www.mea.gov.in » Portal » ForeignRelation PDF

India-Maldives Bilateral Relations - Ministry of External Affairs @
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India, Maldives hold talks to enhance trade cooperation

TOI News Desk / TIMESOFINDIA.COM / May 1, 2024, 19:40 IST [ suare | (] [AA] [rorowus & |

India and Maldives strengthen economic ties through increased trade and export
quotas, with India emerging as Maldives’ top trade partner. Bilateral trade exceeded
$500 million in 2022, showcasing significant growth and collaboration be ... Read More

NEW DELHI: India on Wednesday expressed its intent to enhance bilateral

economic collaboration with the Maldives, as its envoy engaged in discussions
with a senior minister from the archipelagic nation. Mohamed Saeed, Maldives'
minister of economic development and trade, held talks with Munu Mahawar,

Indian high commissioner to the Maldives, on Tuesday.
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From earlier this week:
US state dept's Donald Lu at House foreign affairs committee:

SriLanka
"Have effectively kept the Chinese at bay"

On Maldives:
"If we let the Chinese build everything , provide every loan, thris no
question.. just be a Chinese colony"
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Maldives Tourism Minister Ibrahim Faisal to
visit India today

Maldives Tourism Minister Ibrahim Faisal is scheduled to visit India today to begin a series
of roadshows under the "Welcome India" campaign.
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Maldives Tourism Minister Ibrahim Faisal is slated to visit India today to
Kick off a series of tourism roadshows under the "Welcome India"
initiative. The campaign aims to reinforce the Maldives' status as a prime
holiday destination for Indian travellers through a series of events in
three major cities.

The roadshow schedule is the following:
1. New Delhi: July 30, 2024

2. Mumbai: August 1, 2024

3. Bangalore: August 3, 2024

This strategic campaign seeks to strengthen tourism ties between the
Maldives and India, showcasing the archipelago nation's attractions to
potential Indian visitors. Earlier in May this year, the island nation's
tourism minister urged Indians to contribute to the country's economy,
which is dependent on tourism.



Indian tourists to the Maldives dipped by 42% in the first four
months of this year in comparison to the same period in 2023.
However, earlier last year, the scenario was quite different. Indian
tourists were the highest foreign visitors to the Maldives in 2023,
and China was in third place.

As per the data, the Maldives received 73,785 tourists from India
between January and April 2023. On the other hand, the island
nation recorded 42,638 tourist arrivals in the same period this
year — a decline of 31,147 tourists in absolute terms.

Statistics show 15,006 Indians visited the island nation in January
2024. In February, 11,252 Indian tourists visited the island nation,
as compared to 24,632 tourists the same month last year.
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WhatsApp shut down in India: IT Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw says ‘the company has not...’

TOI Tech Desk / TIMESOFINDIA.COM / Jul 28, 2024, 13:49 IST | & suare | ()] (AA] [Forowus & |

IT Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw stated that WhatsApp and Meta have not notified the
government about plans to shut down services in India. This comes despite concerns
over compliance with the Information Technology Act, 2000. Earlier, WhatsApp had




IT minister Ashwini Vaishnaw has said that WhatsApp and its parent
company Meta have not informed the government of any plans to
shut down its services in India. He was replying to a question raised
in the Rajya Sabha recently.

“IThe] Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY)
has shared that WhatsApp or Meta has not informed the government
about any such plans,” Vaishnaw said in a written reply to a question
by Congress member Vivek Tankha, as per PTI report on Friday (July
26).

Tankha had asked whether WhatsApp was planning to shut its
services in India due to the government's directives to share user
details in accordance with the government directions under Section
69A of the Information Technology Act, 2000.



Responding to Tankha's question
on curbs on social media
platforms, the I&B minister said
the central government issued
directions in the interest of the
sovereignty or integrity of India,
defence of India, security of the
state, friendly relations with
foreign states or public order or
for preventing incitement to the
commission of any cognisable
offence relating to above in
respect of the information on a
computer resource.
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF INFORMATION & BROADCASTING

RAJYA SABHA
UNSTARRED QUESTION NO. 560

TO BE ANSWERED ON 26.07.2024

CURE ON SOCIAL MEDIA PLATFORMS

560 SHRI VIVEK K. TANKHA:

Will the Minister of INFORMATION AND EROADCASTING be pleased to

state:

(a) the number of YouTube Channels in the Country blocked in the last
five years on Government's request, the details thereof;

(b) the reasons for Government's intervention in blocking these

channels; and

(c) whether it is a fact that due to Government's direction to share
details, WhatsApp is planning to shut its services in the Country?



ANSWER

MINISTER OF INFORMATION AND BROADCASTING, MINISTER OF
RAILWAYS AND MINISTER OF ELECTRONICS AND INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY (SHRI ASHWINI VAISHNAW):

(a) & (b): The Central Government issues directions under Section 69A
of the Information Technology Act, 2000 in the interest of the
sovereignty or integrity of India, defence of India, security of the State,
friendly relations with foreign States or public order or for preventing
incitement to the commission of any cognizable offence relating to

above in respect of the information on a computer resource.

(c): MeitY has shared that WhatsApp or Meta has not informed the

Government about any such plans.






@ India World Elections Sport e-Paper TH FREE TRIAL .

WhatsApp, Meta move Delhi High Court
against India’s IT rules

A lawyer representing WhatsApp told the Delhi High Court that if the messaging service is forced to break
encryption, the service will not be able to function in India

April 26,2024 12:58 pm | Updated 01:21 pm IST
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WhatsApp is an instant messaging and voice-over-
IP service owned by technology conglomerate
Meta. It allows users to send text, voice messages
and video messages, make voice and video calls,
and share images, documents, user locations, and

other content. Wikipedia
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Initial release date: February 2009

Programming language: Erlang




As of May 2024, WhatsApp had 2.7 billion active users worldwide,
making it the most popular messaging app in over 100
countries. WhatsApp is available in more than 180 countries and 16

languages, and has been downloaded over 5 billion times on i0S and
Android.

WhatsApp user statistics:

* India: Has the highest number of active WhatsApp users in the world,
with an estimated 535.8 million monthly active users

* Gender: 45.8% of WhatsApp users are female, and 54.2% are male

* Time spent: On average, an Android user spends 18.6 hours per month
on WhatsApp

* Social media: WhatsApp is the favorite social media platform for
15.7% of Internet users between 16 to 64 years of age
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Press Information Bureau
Government of India
Ministry of Electronics & IT

25 FEB 2021 2:44PM bv PIB Delhi
Government notifies Information Technology (IntermediaryGuidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules 2021

Amidst growing concerns around lack of transparency, accountability and rights of users related to digital media and after elaborate consultation with the
public and stakeholders, the Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules 2021 has been framed in exercise of

powers under section 87 (2) of the Information Technology Act. 2000 and in supersession of the earlier Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines)
Rules 2011.

While finalizing these Rules. both the Ministries of Electronics and Information Technology and Ministry of Information and Broadeasting undertook
elaborate consultations among themselves in order to have a harmonious. soft-touch oversight mechanism in relation to social media platform as well as

digital media and OTT platforms ete.

Part- I of these Rules shall be administered by Ministry of Electronics and IT. while Part-III relating to Code of Ethics and procedure and safeguards in

relation to digital media shall be administered by the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting.

Background:

The Digital India programme has now become a movement which is empowering common Indians with the power of technology. The extensive spread of
mobile phones. Internet ete. has also enabled many social media platforms to expand their footprints in India. Common people are also using these
platforms in a very significant way. Some portals, whichpublish analysis about social media platforms and which have not been disputed, have reported the

following numbers as user base of major social media platforms in India:

* WhatsApp users: 53 Crore
s YouTube users: 44.8 Crore
* Facebook users: 41 Crore
* Instagram users: 21 Crore

o Twitter users: 1.75 Crore



Salient Features

Guidelines Related to Social Media to Be Administered by Ministry of Electronics and IT:

* Due Diligence To Be Followed By Intermediaries: The Rules preseribe due diligence that must be followed by intermediaries. including zocial
media intermediaries. In case. due diligence is not followed by the intermediary, safe harbour provisions will not apply to them.

* Grievance Redressal Mechanism: The Rules seek to empower the users by mandating the intermediaries, including social media intermediaries, to
establish a grievance redressal mechanism for receiving resolving complaints from the users or vietims. Intermediaries shall appoint a Grievance
Officer to deal with such complaints andshare the name and contact details of such officer. Grievance Officer shall acknowledge the complaint within
twenty four hours and resolve it within fifteen days from its receipt.

* Ensuring Online Safety and Dignity of Users, Specially Women Users: Intermediaries shall remove or disable access withing 24 hours of receipt
of complaints of contents that exposes the private areas of individuals. show such individuals in full or partial nudity or in sexual act or is in the
nature of impersonation including morphed images ete. Such a complaint can be filed either by the individual or by any other person on his/her
behalf.

s Two Categories of Social Media Intermediaries: To encourage innovations and enable growth of new social media intermediaries without
subjecting smaller platforms to significant compliance requirement, the Rules make a distinetion between social media intermediaries and significant
social media intermediaries. This distinction is based on the number of users on the social media platform. Government is empowered to notify the
threshold of user base that will distinguish between social media intermediaries and significant social media intermediaries. The Rules require the
significant social media intermediaries to follow certain additional due diligence.

¢ Additional Due Diligence to Be Followed by Significant Social Media Intermediary:

o Appoint a Chief Compliance Officer who shall be responsible for ensuring compliance with the Act and Rules. Such a person should be a
resident in India.

o Appoint a Nodal Contact Person for 24x7 coordination with law enforcement agencies. Such a person shall be a resident in India.

o Appoint a Resident Grievance Officer who shall perform the functions mentioned under Grievance Redressal Mechanism. Such a person shall
be a resident in India.

o Publish a monthly compliance report mentioning the details of complaints received and action taken on the complaints as well as details of

contents removed proactively by the significant social media intermediary.

o Significant social media intermediaries providing services primarily in the nature of messaging shall enable identification of the first
originator of the information that is required only for the purposes of prevention. detection. investigation, prosecution or punishment of an

offence related to sovereignty and integrity of India, the security of the State, friendly relations with foreign States, or public order or of

ineitement to an offence relating to the above or in relation with rape, sexually explicit material or child sexual abuse material punishable with




o Publish a monthly compliance report mentioning the details of complaints received and action taken on the complaints as well as details of
contents removed proactively by the significant social media intermediary.
o Significant social media intermediaries providing services primarily in the nature of messaging shall enable identification of the first

originator of the information that is required only for the purposes of prevention. detection. investigation, prosecution or punishment of an

offence related to sovereignty and integrity of India, the security of the State, friendly relations with foreign States. or public order or of
incitement to an offence relating to the above or in relation with rape, sexually explicit material or child sexual abuse material punishable with
imprisonment for a term of not less than five years. Intermediary shall not be required to disclose the contents of any message or any other
mformation to the first originator.

o Significant social media intermediary shall have a physical contact address in India published on its website or mobile app or both.

o Voluntary User Verification Mechanism: Users who wish to verify their accounts voluntarily shall be provided an appropriate mechanism to
verify their accounts and provided with demonstrable and vizible mark of verification.

o Giving Users An Opportunity to Be Heard: In cases where significant social media intermediaries removes or disables access to any
information on their own accord, then a prior intimation for the same shall be communicated to the user who has shared that information with a
notice explaining the grounds and reasons for such action. Users must be provided an adequate and reasonable opportunity to dispute the action
taken by the intermediary.

. :An mtermediary upon receiving actual knowledge in the form of an order by a court or being notified by the
Appropriate Govt. or its agencies through authorized officer should not host or publish any information which is prohibited under any law in relation
to the interest of the soversignty and integrity of India, public order, friendly relations with foreign countries ete.

® The Rules will come in effect from the date of their publication in the gazette. except for the additional due diligence for significant social media

intermediaries, which shall come in effect 3 months after publication of these Rules.
Digital Media Ethics Code Relating to Digital Media and OTT Platforms to Be Administered by Ministry of Information and Broadcasting:

There have been widespread concerns about issues relating to digital contents both on digital media and OTT platforms. Civil Society. film makers, political
leaders including Chief Minister, trade organizations and associations have all voiced their concerns and highlighted the imperative need for an appropriate
institutional mechanism. The Government also received many complaints from civil society and parents requesting interventions. There were many court

proceedings in the Supreme Court and High Courts, where courts also urged the Government to take suitable measures.

Since the matter relates to digital platforms, therefore. a conscious decision was taken that issues relating to digital media and OTT and other creative
programmes on Internet shall be administered by the Ministry of Information and Broadeasting but the overall architecture shall be under the Information

Technology Act, which governs digital platforms.
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Are WhatsApp, Facebook complying with the new rules?

While Facebook has said that it aims to comply with the provisions of the IT rules,
WhatsApp has filed a lawsuit against the government seeking a ban on regulations
coming into force on Wednesday. As per a Reuters report, WhatsApp had asked the Delhi
High Court to declare one of the rules as a violation of privacy rights because it forces the
social media companies to trace the "first originator of information” when the
government demands it. This law would compel WhatsApp to go against its own policy as
the app is end-to-end encrypted. Tracing the originator of the message would mean
circumventing the end-to-end encryption.

Talking about why WhatsApp is challenging the Indian government’'s IT rules, a
WhatsApp spokesperson told, “Requiring messaging apps to ‘trace’ chats is the equivalent
of asking us to keep a fingerprint of every single message sent on WhatsApp, which would
break end-to-end encryption and fundamentally undermines people’s right to privacy. We
have consistently joined civil society and experts around the world in opposing
requirements that would violate the privacy of our users. In the meantime, we will also
continue to engage with the Government of India on practical solutions aimed at keeping
people safe, including responding to valid legal requests for the information available to

uSI
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enforcement agencies. The Centre said g
that Section 87 of the Information Technology Act gave it the power to
formulate Rule 4(2) of the Intermediary Bules -- which mandates a significant

social media intermediary to enable the identification of the first originator of

information in "legitimate state interest” of curbing the menace of fake news
and offences concerning national security and public order as well as women
and children.
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WhatsApp shut down in India: IT Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw says ‘the company has not...’

TOI Tech Desk / TIMESOFINDIA.COM / Jul 28, 2024, 13:49 IST | & suare | ()] (AA] [Forowus & |

IT Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw stated that WhatsApp and Meta have not notified the
government about plans to shut down services in India. This comes despite concerns
over compliance with the Information Technology Act, 2000. Earlier, WhatsApp had




ANSWER

MINISTER OF INFORMATION AND BROADCASTING, MINISTER OF
RAILWAYS AND MINISTER OF ELECTRONICS AND INFORMATION
TECHNOLOGY (SHRI ASHWINI VAISHNAW):

(a) & (b): The Central Government issues directions under Section 69A
of the Information Technology Act, 2000 in the interest of the
sovereignty or integrity of India, defence of India, security of the State,
friendly relations with foreign States or public order or for preventing
incitement to the commission of any cognizable offence relating to

above in respect of the information on a computer resource.

(c): MeitY has shared that WhatsApp or Meta has not informed the

Government about any such plans.
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Govt bringing laws, taking steps to make social media
platforms accountable: IT Minister

PTI/ Feb 9, 2024, 16:52 IST

New For You

During a session in the Rajya Sabha on Friday, IT Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw disclosed
that the government is introducing legislation and implementing measures to hold
social media platforms accountable for any defamatory content shared o ... Read More

Paris Olympics 2024:
India’s Olympics uniforms
create a buzz for the wro...

Took me a long time to get
over Tokyo, feels surreal
right now: Manu Bhaker

Fail to conceive:
Ahmedabad man finds wife
years older than claimed, ..

Representative photo

NEW DELHI: The government is bringing laws and is taking other steps to
make social media platforms more accountable for any slanderous content
posted on their platforms, IT Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw informed the Rajya
Sabha on Friday. The minister, who was responding to supplementaries during
question hour, said the government is amending intermediary rules for social
media to tackle the menace of misinformation and deep fake.
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As of 2022, India's cement market was valued at over $26
billion. Between 2023 and 2029, the market is projected to grow at a
compound annual growth rate (CAGR) of 9.05%, reaching $49.24
billion by 2029.

Cement is a key building material used in modern construction, and
India is the world's second-largest cement producer. The market is
divided into four regions: North India, West and Central India, East
India, and South India, with West and Central India currently
dominating.

The cement industry can be cyclical, with years of high profits followed
by periods of lull. These lulls can be caused by a number of factors,
including: Lack of demand, Higher supply than demand, Higher raw
material prices, and Higher freight costs.
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Adani Group enters cement business, incorporates Adani
Cement Industries

Adani Enterprises Ltd on Saturday said it has incorporated a wholly-owned subsidiary namely Adani Cement Industries
Ltd (ACIL) on June 1.
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) The Holcim Group, legally known as Holcim Limited,
ﬂ is a Swiss multinational company that manufactures
v HOLCIM WHOWEARE V! building materials. It has a presence in around 60

countries, and employs around 60,000 employees.
Ad hoc announcement pursuant to Art. 53 of the SIX Exchange regulation listing rules « 15 May 2022 Wikipedia

Y Translated by Google
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ADANIGROUPTO ACQUIREHOLCIM'SINDIA 0 2T T, G R s e ol P

BUSINESS Tl S B St SRR T 60 AT AR ok
ST T 60,000 HHART HIERA o | fafadifsan
e  Adani Group to acquire Holcim’s full stakes in Ambuja Cement and ACC for CHF fe=<i o @il : TTPeEdaRy
6.4 billion CEO: Jan Jenisch (1 Sept 2017-)
*  Holcim to focus on expanding Solutions & Products, building on recent Stock price: HOLN (SWX) CHF 83.64 +0.30 (+0.36%)
investments of CHF 5 billion 26 Jul, 530 pm GMT+2 - Disclaimer

Subsidiaries: Holcim, Lafarge, Aggregate Industries,

Holcim has signed a binding agreement for the Adani Group to acquire its business in MORE

India, comprising its 63.11% stake in Ambuja Cement, which owns a 50.05% interest in Founded: 10 July 2015
ACC, as well as its 4.48% direct stake in ACC. The corresponding offer share prices of

INR 385 for Ambuja Cement and INR 2,300 for ACC translate into cash proceeds of CHF
6.4 billion for Holcim. Divisions: Holcim; Lafarge; Elevate

Headquarters: Zug, Switzerland

Formerly: LafargeHolcim (2015-2021)
Number of employees: 67,409 (2021)



Gautam Adani &
@gautam_adani

Our belief in the India story is unshakeable. Combining
@Holcim's cement assets in India with our green
energy and logistics will make us the world's greenest
cement company. Jan Jenisch has been terrific to work
with. We welcome the @AmbujaCementACL &
@ACCLimited teams.

9:37 PM - May 15, 2022 - Twitter for iPad

7 Retweets 41 Likes
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Adani Group’s concrete plan: S3 billion buyouts in
cement space

Mumbai: The Adani Group is
evaluating multiple cement companies
for acquisition including Hyderabad-
based Penna Cement, Gujarat-
headquartered Saurashtra Cement
and the cement business of Jaiprakash
Associates as well as ABG Shipyard-
owned Vadraj Cement, according to
people familiar with the matter.




As of June 2024, Adani Group's Ambuja Cements has made
several cement acquisitions, including:

* Penna Cement

Ambuja Cements acquired Penna Cement to gain access to
southern and eastern India, as well as Sri Lanka. The acquisition
also strengthens Adani's sea transportation logistics with five
bulk cement terminals.

* Sanghi Industries

Ambuja Cements acquired Sanghi Industries in Gujarat in FY24,
which increased its production capacity and coastal footprint.

* MyHome Industries

Ambuja Cements agreed to acquire MyHome Industries’
grinding unit in Tamil Nadu in April 2024.



As of June 2024, the Adani Group's cement business, which includes Ambuja
Cement and its subsidiary ACC Ltd, has an annual production capacity
of 77.4 million tonnes.

The Adani Group's cement capacity has grown rapidly in recent years,
largely through inorganic means. In May 2022, the group acquired Ambuja
Cement and ACC for $10.5 billion, and more recently, it bought out
Hyderabad-based Penna Cements for Rs 10,420 crore, which includes a
capacity of 10 mtpa and another 4 mtpa under construction. The group also
plans to expand its capacity further, with a target of reaching 140 mtpa by
the end of 2027.

Priority projects for FY23-24 include brownfield grinding plants in Sankrail,
Bhatinda, and Farakka, as well as greenfield projects in Kharagpur,
Hoshiarpur, and Mirzapur. The group also plans to acquire Sanghi Industries
to add 6.1 mtpa of capacity at Sanghipuram in western India, and Ambuja
Cements is constructing a 6 mtpa cement plant in Telangana.
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THE UNDISPUTED KING
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TOP COMPANIES IN INDIA BY MARKET CAPITALISATION - BSE

BSE NSE 26 Jul 16:01

Sectoral Screener

Market Capitalisation Cement ‘ GO ‘
Cement
Company Name Last Price % Change 52 wk High 52 wk Low Market Cap (Rs. cr)
UltraTechCement 12,078.15 7,940.55 337,555.01
Ambuja Cements . 70.3% 706.85 404.00 168,982.59
Shree Cements 30,710.15 22,601.30 99,796.82
ACC . 56.69% 2,843.00 1,763.25 49,080.08
Dalmia Bharat 2,428.85 1,664.20 33,988.32
J. K. Cement 4,392.70 -0.23 4,598.00 3,000.05 33,941.62
Ramco Cements 1,057.85 700.00 19,539.02

Nuvoco Vistas 398.55 292.00 12,520.11
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The Engineer's Choice UltraTech

Building Solutions
Powerhouse

UltraTech Cement Limited is the cement flagship company of the
Aditya Birla Group. A USD 8.4 billion building solutions
powerhouse, UltraTech is the largest manufacturer of grey
cement and ready mix concrete (RMC) and one of the largest
manufacturers of white cement in India. It is the third largest
cement producer in the world, excluding China. UltraTech is the
only cement company globally (outside of China) to have 100+
MTPA of cement manufacturing capacity in a single country. The
Company’s business operations span UAE, Bahrain, Sri Lanka

and India.
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The Engineer's Choice

UltraTech has a consolidated capacity of 154.86 Million Tonnes Per Annum (MTPA) of grey cement. UltraTech has 24 integrated manufacturing units,
33 grinding units, one Clinkerisation unit and 8 Bulk Packaging Terminals. UltraTech has a network of over one lakh channel partners across the
country and has a market reach of more than 80% across India. In the white cement segment, UltraTech goes to market under the brand name of Birla
White. It has one White Cement unit and three Wall Care putty units, with a current capacity of 1.98 MTPA. With 307 Ready Mix Concrete (RMC) plants
in 134 cities, UltraTech is the largest manufacturer of concrete in India. It also has a slew of speciality concretes that meet specific needs of discerning
customers. Our Building Products business is an innovation hub that offers an array of scientifically engineered products to cater to new-age

constructions.

B

UltraTech pioneered the UltraTech Building Solutions (UBS)
concept to provide individual home builders with a one-stop-
shop solution for building their homes. This is the first pan-
India multi-category retail chain catering to the needs of
individual home builders (IHBs). The purpose of this initiative
is to engage with home builders at all stages of the
construction cycle, empower them with quality construction
products and services, and assist in the completion of their

dream homes.




E Top stories
UltraTech Cement acquires stake in India Cements
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Market Summary > UltraTech Cement Ltd

11,66405 INR

+222.55 (1.95%) 4 today
26 Jul, 3:30 pm IST » Disclaimer

1D oD ™M 6M YTD 1Y oY Max

Praevious
close
11,400 T | | 11,441 .50
11:00 am 1:00 pm 3:00 pm
Open 11,441.50 Mkt cap 3.36LCr CDP.score B
High 11,742.45 P/E ratio 47.97 52-wk high 12,078.00

Low 11,395.60 Div yield 0.60% 52-wk low 7,987.65
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wmen. Ultratech Cement Ltd.
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| Ultratech Cement Ltd.

Star Investors

Description

Grasim Industries Limited
Icici Prudential Sensex Etf
Sbi Dividend Yield Fund

Life Insurance Corporation Of India

Nps Trust- A/C Lic Pension Fund Scheme - Cent...

Government Of Singapore

Pilani Investment And Industries Corporation Li...

Kotak Esg Opportunities Fund
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Holding

57.27%

1.84%

1.68%

1.62%

1.44%

1.33%

1.21%

1.03%

& ULTRACEMCO

Ultratech Cement Ltd.

About

Name

Mr. Kumar Mangalam Birla
Mr. K K Maheshwari

Mr. K C Jhanwar

Mr. Atul Daga

Mrs. Rajashree Birla

Mr. Arun Adhikari

Mrs. Alka Bharucha

Mr. Sunil Duggal

Mrs. Sukanya Kripalu

Mr. S B Mathur

1169235
+13.10 (+0.11%)

=3

Designation

Chairman

Vice Chairman & N...
Managing Director
WholeTime Directo...
Non Executive Dir...
Independent Direc...
Independent Direc...
Independent Direc...
Independent Direc...

Independent Direc...
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Mrs. Rupa Gurunath Whole Time Direct...

Current Historical Ultratech Cement Limited 22.77%
) = Mrs. Chitra Srinivasan Director
Jun-24 <o Ews Finance & Investments Private Ltd 21.56% Mr. S Balasubramanian Adityan Director

- ; 4 a Mrs. Lakshmi A Sreek Direct

Rupa Gurunath, Trustee Of Financial Service Trus... 6.44% otk bt ctedico rector
Mr. V Ranganathan Director

Elm Park Fund Limited 5.58%
Mrs. Sandhya Rajan Director
Sri Saradha Logistics Private Limited (Formerly T... 4.3% Mr. K Skandan Director
38% Mr. Sanjay Shantilal Patel Director

Lici Asm Non Par 3.6%
Mr. S Christopher Jebakumar Nominee Director

k 5 o
Societe Generale - Odi 1.62% Mr. V Manickam Director
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Mr. Y Viswanatha Gowd Nominee Director
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(=) Cricbuzz.com

UltraTech-India Cements
deal: what next for Dhoni,
Srinivasan and CSK? @

Y mint

N. Srinivasan sells his stake in ICL to
UltraTech, cements his gritty legacy |...

11 hours ago 10 hours ago
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Srinivasan exits India |
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stake to UltraTech Cemen. .. ’L"‘.},

Chennai Super Kings
ownership to be unaffected
by India Cements sale @
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The move comes as Adani targets capacity of 140 million tonne per
annum (MTPA) by 2028. The deal comes as Adani aims to capture 20 per
cent market share by FY28 amid robust demand for the building material

in the country. 27.Jun 2024

o Moneycontrol
https:/fwww.moneycontrol.com » ... » COMPANIES =

Ambuja Cements board approves merger of Adani ... @
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Synopsis. Government allocates Rs 84,700 crore to PM Awas Yojana,
Rs 19,000 crore to Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana. Cement makers
like Ultratech, Ambuja, Shree, JK to benefit. Rs 26,000 crore for Bihar

highways, Rs 15,000 crore Andhra Pradesh package, Rs 24,900 crore for
metro projects. daysago

@ The Economic Times

https://m.economictimes.com » Markets » Stocks » News 3

Budget 2024: Higher allocation for infra, housing bodes well ... @
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Non-Metallic Minerals

The production of limestone was at 393 million tonnes in the year 2021-
22 increased by 12.50%, as compared to that in the previous year.

Ministry of Mines

= hitps://mines.gov.in » webportal » nationalmineralscenario 3

Ministry of Mines, Government of India, Home @
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‘ Competition Commission of India




Point of

MRTP Act, 1969

Competition Act, 2002

difference
The MRTP Act is India’s first
N o The Competition Act, 2002 was
competition law, consisting _ o
. established to encourage and maintain
Meaning of laws and regulations that . o
T economic competition and protect
govern discriminatory market
) commercial liberty.
practices.
MRTP Act 1969 was based on | The Competition Act, 2002 is based on
Basis the pre-liberalisation and a modernised economy after

pre-globalisation phases.

liberalisation and globalisation.

Purpose of the
Act

To prevent monopolistic
markets and unjust
practices.

To encourage competition and
maintain business autonomy.

Nature of the
Act

MRTP Act, 1969 is
reformatory in nature.

Competition Act, 2002 is punitive in
nature.

It contains fourteen offences

It only acknowledges four offences

Offences that violate the notion of that are regarded to be violative of
natural justice. the concept of natural justice.
The chairman of the CCI will be
i chosen by a panel composed of retired
Appointment The central government _ _ _
) judges and other professionals with
of the appointed the head of the ] . ] ,
] expertise from various fields like
chairman MRTP Commission. ] ] ]
trade, commerce, industries, finance,
and so forth.
There is no punishment for Offences under this Act are
Penalty

the violation.

punishable.
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3 Top stories
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Should India focus on natural farming?

20 hours ago

B Times of India

Natural farming_in state to get Rs 1.2 crore boost
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() :: India News Calling ::

Feature-Himachal farmers to raise income through Natural farming practises

10 hours ago
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Should India focus on natural farming?

What are the concerns on yields? What have been the findings on the ground? How did two studies on the
yield potential of natural farming differ? What happened when Sri Lanka decided to ban chemical
fertilizers, substituting it with natural ones?

Updated - July 28,2024 02:03pm IST Published - July 28,2024 04:55am IST

DT&NEXT

Budget plan to bring 1 cr farmers into
organic farming foresighted: Bharatiya
Ki Sa n Sq n g h DTNEXT Bureau | 25 July 2024 6:40 PM GMT

THE TIMES OF INDIAI

Natural farming in state to get Rs 1.2 crore boost

Times News Network / TNN / Jul 28, 2024, 23:59 IST | &> snare| [©)] [AA] [Fouowus & |
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Union Budget 2024-25 Announcements Natural Farming:

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman during the budget 2024-
25 allocated Rs 1.52 lakh crores for agriculture and allied
sectors on Tuesday and outlined nine priorities that included
raising productivity. During her budget presentation, she said
that in the next 2 years, 1 crore farmers will be helped in
“natural farming”.

"New 109 high-yielding and climate resilient varieties of 32
field and horticulture crops will be released for cultivation by
farmers. In the next 2 years, 1 crore farmers will be initiated
into natural farming supported by certification and branding.



Natural Farming

PM Asks Farmers To Use Natural
Farming To Target Global Markets




Sitharaman said that the government will bring out a
National Cooperation Policy for the cooperative sector to
boost the rural economy. The government will also facilitate
the implementation of Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) in
agriculture, in partnership with the states.

The finance minister listed nine priorities for the
agriculture sector - productivity and resilience in
agriculture, employment, and sKkilling, inclusive human
resource development and social justice, manufacturing and
services, urban development, energy security,
infrastructure, innovation, research and development, and
next-generation reforms.






WHAT IS NATURAL FARMING:

Natural farming is a way of growing crops and raising
animals without using chemicals or artificial substances. It
focuses on working with nature, using natural methods
like crop rotation and composting. The goal is to be kind to
the environment and keep the soil healthy for future
generations. Natural farming is a way of growing crops and
raising animals without using chemicals or artificial
substances. It focuses on working with nature, using
natural methods like crop rotation and composting. The
goal is to be kind to the environment and keep the soil
healthy for future generations.



Encourage
biodiversity

Supports animal
health and welfare

Discourage algae
blooms

Supports water
conservation & water
health

Discourage
environmental exposure
to pesticides & chemicals

Builds
healthy soil

Helps combat
erosion

Fights the effects
of global warming




WHAT IS ORGAIC FARMING:

Organic farming is a way of growing food that
doesn’t use artificial chemicals like pesticides and
fertilizers.

Instead, it relies on natural methods like crop
rotation, composting, and using natural predators

to control pests.
The aim is to produce healthy food while also

taking care of the environment and the well-being
of the animals.






NATURAL FARMING

ORGANIC FARMING

No external fertilisers

.Organic fertilisers are allowed

No ploughing, tilling and weeding
No pesticides, No herbicides, No

pruning

Basic agro practices like
ploughing, tilling, weeding are

performed

Apart from natural manure, natural
farming encourages decomposition
of organic matter by microbes and

earthworms

Manures like compost,
vermicompost are used on

farmlands

Less regulated

.Guidelines & regulations to be

followed for certification purpose

Lost cost farming method

Expensive due to requirement of
bulk manure.Expensive due to

requirement of bulk manure.







What is the mission?

As part of the National Mission on Natural Farming
(NMNF), the government intends to motivate farmers to
adopt chemical-free farming and draw them towards
adopting natural farming willingly on the system’s
merit. The government believes that the success of the
NMNF will require a behavioural change in farmers to
shift from chemical-based inputs to cow-based, locally-
produced inputs. The natural farming scheme under
the ‘Bharatiya Prakritik Krishi Paddhati’ has a total
outlay of X4,645.69 crore for six years (2019-20 to
2024-25).



Ric @i {9V SOL EENN e —
There are several states practicing Natural Farming. Prominent among them are Andhra Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Kerala, Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh,
Jharkhand, Odisha, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Uttar Pradesh and Tamil Nadu.
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Efforts to promote natural farming:

In the next two years, one crore farmers across the country
will be initiated into natural farming supported by
certification and branding.

* Its implementation will be through scientific institutions
and willing gram panchayats. Besides, 10,000 need-based
bio-input resource centres will be established.

The need for the shift - from targeting the area coverage to

number of farmers now - was felt as 30-40% of about 10

lakh farmers re-shifted to chemical farming after 3 years

when they received complete financial incentives under the

Bharatiya Prakritik Krishi Paddhati (BPKP).



Natural, Organic and Zero-Budget Natural Farming
(ZBNF)?

Natural farming and organic farming, both come
under agroecological practices (which guides
public policies towards sustainable agriculture and
food systems) and are terms used interchangeably
in India.

In natural farming the focus is on the use of bio
inputs prepared from farm and local ecosystems
instead of purchasing those from outside.



ZBNF is one of the many methods of natural farming,

popularised by agriculturist Subash Palekar.

* According to the approach, a mixture of natural inputs
like cow urine and dung, jaggery, lime, neem, etc., are
used to improve soil health, nutrients and reduce
input costs.

* It also restores environmental health and mitigates
and/or reduces greenhouse gas emissions.

* Organic farming is defined more from a perspective of
product certification. What binds organic and natural
farming is the thrust on the absence of application of
chemical fertilisers/ pesticides during cultivation.



ZBNF, aptly named ‘zero budget, entails minimal
expenditure on inputs, with the costs of cultivating the main
crop offset by income generated from intercrops.

Its key components include:

* Soil Aeration

 Minimal Watering to save electricity

* Intercropping

* Construction of bunds and topsoil mulching

Furthermore, ZBNF discourages practices such as intensive
irrigation and deep ploughing while opposing the use of
vermicompost. Instead, it advocates for the revival of local
deep soil earthworms through increased organic matter.



TOP 4 PILLARS OF

ZERO BUDGET NATURAL FARMING




Mulching

Promote
indigenous
varieties

Crop
Rotation

,./’\~‘

Natural

Farming

Companion
planting

Natural pest
management

Minimal
tillage




.Collaborative Approach:

* Work in collaboration with state governments,
agricultural universities, research institutions, and non-
governmental organizations.

 Involve community-based organizations and farmer
groups in the planning and implementation process.

.Monitoring and Evaluation:

* Establish a robust monitoring and evaluation framework
to track the progress and impact of the mission.

 Use data-driven approaches to assess the effectiveness of
interventions and make necessary adjustments.




3. Public Awareness and Education:

Conduct awareness campaigns to educate the public
about the benetfits of chemical-free farming.

Use various media channels to reach out to a larger
audience and promote the mission’s objectives.

4. Policy Support:

Formulate policies and guidelines to support natural
farming initiatives.

Provide incentives and subsidies to farmers adopting
chemical-free farming practices.
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conservation & water
health

Discourage
environmental exposure
to pesticides & chemicals

Builds
healthy soil

Helps combat
erosion

Fights the effects
of global warming




Government Initiatives to Promote Natural Farming in India:
.Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana (PKVY):

It was launched in 2015, as an extended component of Soil Health
Management (SHM) under the Centrally Sponsored Scheme (CSS),
National Mission on Sustainable Agriculture (NMSA).

 Promotion of commercial organic production through certified organic
farming.

 Production of pesticide residue-free crops to enhance consumer
health.

 Enhancement of farmers’ income and the creation of potential markets
for traders.

* Assurance of long-term soil fertility, conservation of resources, and
adaptation and mitigation of climate change effects.



2. BHARTIYA PRAKRITIK KRISHI PADHHATI YOJANA:

The Bharatiya Prakritik Krishi Paddhati (BPKP) Scheme for Natural
Farming was launched by the Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare
in the fiscal year 2019-20 and 2024-25.

It is a sub-scheme of the PKVY (Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana) and
was launched with a total outlay of X4,645 crore for six years (2019-20 to

2024-25).
Key highlights of the BPKP Scheme include:

Elimination of synthetic chemical inputs.

On-farm biomass recycling with a strong emphasis on biomass
mulching.

Utilization of cow dung-urine formulations.

Adoption of plant-based preparations.

Regular soil working for aeration purposes.



.National Mission on Natural Farming (NMNF):

The Union Agriculture Ministry has been preparing
to launch the Mission to motivate farmers to adopt
chemical-free farming and draw them towards
adopting natural farming willingly on the system'’s
merit.

The success of the NMNF will require a behavioural
change in farmers to shift from chemical-based
inputs to cow-based, locally-produced inputs.
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BENEFITS OF NATURAL FARMING

.Cost-effective Production: Natural farming minimizes the
need for expensive equipment and eliminates the use of
chemical fertilizers and pesticides, reducing production
costs.

-Healthier Food: The food produced through natural
farming is richer in nutrients and free from harmful
chemicals, promoting better health and well-being.
-Environmental Conservation: Natural farming reduces
chemical residues and carbon emissions, contributing to
environmental preservation. By integrating crops, trees, and
livestock with functional biodiversity, it fosters a sustainable
agroecology-based farming system.




4. Efficient Water Use: Unlike modern commercial
farming, which often leads to over-extraction of
groundwater, natural farming optimizes soil moisture
utilization, promoting efficient water use.

5. Soil Health Promotion: Conventional chemical-
based farming depletes soil nutrients and disrupts
microbial balance. In contrast, natural farming fosters
the growth of beneficial organisms like earthworms,
enhances soil enzymes, and boosts microbial biomass,
leading to soil restoration and improved health.




.Increase Farmer Income:

Reduce input costs and increase the profitability of
farming through sustainable practices.

Provide market linkages and support to farmers
practising chemical-free farming.
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CHALLENGES OF NATURAL FARMING:

1. Yield Decline: Some regions, such as Sikkim, the first organic
state in India, have experienced a decline in yields after
transitioning to organic farming. This has led to farmers
reverting to conventional methods.

* Findings of agro-scientists of the ICAR-IIFSR highlights a 59%
decline in wheat yields and a 32% decline in basmati rice
yield compared to integrated crop management.

2. Shortage of Natural Inputs: The lack of readily available
natural inputs poses a barrier to transitioning to chemical-free
agriculture, causing delays and hindering profitable farming
practices.




.Resistance from Chemical Industry: The chemical inputs
industry, being capital-intensive and well-established, tends to
resist efforts towards promoting natural farming, impeding its
widespread adoption.

.Lessons from Sri Lanka:

* A couple of years ago, neighbouring Sri Lanka went through economic
and political turmoil after it decided to turn completely organic, and
banned the import of chemical fertilisers.

 The government’s policy shift had severe consequences with farmers
struggling to get natural fertilisers.

 They faced a reduction in yields of key crops including rice, putting the
country’s food security at risk.

A sharp price escalation was witnessed in the country, resulting in
huge protests and unrest.






Way Forward Ensuring Gradual Adoption of Natural
Farming in India:

10 Rigorous scientific tests of natural farming: Especially

surrounding the crop yields should be held before its

nationwide implementation to allay the fear of potential

risk to national food security.

2. Natural farming at a localised level: Because, adopting

it at a large scale may not be a successful model.

* First, natural farming can be wused to grow
supplementary foodstuffs: Instead of growing staples
like wheat and rice.




Conclusion:

Focusing on natural farming can bring multiple
environmental, health, and economic benefits to India.

However, successful implementation requires
addressing challenges through adequate policy
support, market development, and farmer education.

By fostering a more sustainable agricultural model,
India can enhance food security, promote rural
development, and contribute to global efforts against
climate change.
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Sites in India

Moidam - a mound-burial system of the Ahom dynasty
in Assam - is the fnl'l_\ -third Indian site to be added to
the UNESCO World | leritage List.







E Top stories

& The Indian Express

Charaideo Moidams, burial mounds of Ahom royalty, now included in list of
UNESCO World Heritage Sites @

2 days ago

i The Hindu
Assam’s Charaideo Moidam included in UNESCO World Heritage list @

2 days ago

iy PIB

Moidams — The Mound-Burial System of Ahom Dynasty Inscribed in the
UNESCO World Heritage List as India’s 43rd Entry @

2 days ago
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Moidams — The Mound-Burial System of Ahom Dynasty Inscribed in the UNESCO
World Heritage List as India’s 43rd Entry

*“Moidams’ recognition as a UNESCO World Heritage Site serves as a reminder of
the importance of conserving our Cultural Heritage for future generations™: Shri
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat

A total of 13 Heritage Sites have been listed in India within a Decade

India stands at the 6th position globally for the most number of World Heritage
Properties

“This Global Recognition is a testimony to New India’s relentless pursuit of
highlighting Bharat's Heritage on the World Forum™; Shri Shekhawat

India is currently hosting its first ever session since joining UNESCO’s World
Heritage Convention

Posted On: 26 JUL 2024 3:58PM by PIE Delhi



World Heritage Convention

The List > Moidams - the Mound-Burial System of the Ahom ...

Moidams - the Mound-Burial System of
the Ahom Dynasty

Description Maps Documents Gallery Indicators

Moidams - the Mound-Burial System of the Ahom Dynasty

Set in the foothills of the Patkai Ranges in eastern Assam, the property contains the royal necropolis of the Tai-Ahom.
For 600 years, the Tai-Ahom created moidams (burial mounds) accentuating the natural topography of hills, forests
and water, thus forming a sacred geography. Banyan trees and the trees used for coffins and bark manuscripts were
planted and water bodies created. Ninety moidams — hollow vaults built of brick, stone or earth — of different sizes are
found within the site. They contain the remains of kings and other royals together with grave goods such as food,
horses and elephants, and sometimes queens and servants. The Tai-Ahom rituals of “Me-Dam-Me-Phi” and “Tarpan”
are practiced at the Charaideo necropolis. While moidams are found in other areas within the Brahmaputra Valley,
those found at the property are regarded as exceptional.

Description is available under license CC-BY-SA GO 3.0

- India

Date of Inscription: 2024
Criteria: (iii)(iv)
Property : 95.02 ha
Buffer zone: 793.7 ha
Dossier: 1711

N26 56 28.229 E94 52 34.86
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Proud moment for «s! Assam’s Moidams, known as the oy oS wram ToRs " SI20TER CHIT 2 s SRR
‘Pyramids of India,” have been inscribed as the 43rd
UNESCO World Heritage Site. (1/2) ST GAITTOR G TG OIS SR F5M070 o e
| | W T G| A% G R (1517 (51 (2310
#MoidamsInUNESCO #AmritMahotsav 3IGre T4 914 GAeTs | 42 Feforg ovms s it ewgE
EPEECEEE]
Translated from Assamese by Google

This is a proud moment for India. The UNESCO World Heritage Site of
Charideo is the tomb of the famous Ahom dynasty.

The royal tombs of Charideo in Assam commemorate the Ahom kings
and Rajmao. This dynasty is known for defeating the huge Mughal army
several times. This recognition will enrich the history of Assam with
worldwide importance.

Was this translation accurate? Give us feedback so we canimprove: oy &8
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Moidams - the Mound-Burial System of the Ahom
Dynasty

Charaideo District
Assam, India




Assam’s Moidams to be considered for World Heritage List:

The Moidams in eastern Assam — a 700-year-old mound-burial
system of the Ahom dynasty — made it to UNESCO’s World
Heritage List on Friday, becoming the first cultural site from the
Northeast to make it to the list. The decision was taken during
the 46th session of the World Heritage Committee (WHC)
underway in India.

The nomination dossier for the Moidams was sent more than a
decade ago. Reacting to this, Culture Minister Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat said that the “day would be etched in golden letters”.
Thanking UNESCO, he added: “We thank UNESCO, World
Heritage Committee for understanding the outstanding
universal value of ‘Moidams’”
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46th Session of World Heritage Committee from July 21 to 31
at Bharat Mandapam:

India became a member of the World Heritage Committee
from 2021-25 and is currently hosting its first session since
joining the 1972 UNESCO World Heritage Convention. The
46th Session of the World Heritage Committee began on July
21 and will run until July 31 at Bharat Mandapam in New
Delhi.

The annual meeting was attended by over 150 State Parties, all
of whom are signatories to the UNESCO World Heritage
Convention and are responsible for managing matters related
to World Heritage, including the inscription of new sites.
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Assam Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sharma, reacting to the

news, said: “The Moidams make
it to the UNESCO World Heritage
list under the category Cultural
Property - a great win for
Assam... It is the first time a site
from the North East has made it
to the UNESCO World Heritage
List under the Cultural Category
and after Kaziranga and Manas
National Parks, it is Assam’s
third World Heritage Site.”
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Unesco



What is United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO)?

It is a specialised agency of the United Nations (UN),
headquartered at the World Heritage Centre in Paris,
France.

It was founded in 1945 as the successor to the League of
Nation's International Committee on Intellectual
Cooperation.

It was established with an aim to promote world peace
and security through international cooperation in five
key program areas - Education; Natural sciences; Social or
human sciences; Culture; Communication/information.



UNESCO is a member of the United Nations Sustainable
Development Group.

Thus, UNESCO's programmes contribute to the
achievement of the SDGs (Sustainable Development

Group) defined in the 2030 Agenda, adopted by the UN
General Assembly in 2015.

It aids in the translation and dissemination of world
literature, assists in the establishment and protection
of World Heritage Sites of cultural and natural
importance, works to bridge the global digital divide,
etc.
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The World Heritage Committee?

The World Heritage Committee, consisting of representatives from
21 States Parties elected by their General Assembly of UNESCO,
meets once a year.

The Committee is responsible for implementing the World Heritage
Convention, determining the use of the World Heritage Fund, and
allocating financial assistance upon requests from States Parties.

It decides whether a property is inscribed on the World Heritage
List, examines reports on the conservation of inscribed properties,
and requests action from States Parties if properties are not
properly managed.

The Committee also decides on the addition or removal of properties
from the List of World Heritage in Danger.



World Heritage Convention

What is World Heritage?

World Heritage is the designation for places on Earth that are of outstanding universal value to
humanity and as such, have been inscribed on the World Heritage List to be protected for future
generations to appreciate and enjoy. Places as diverse and unique as the Pyramids of Egypt, the
Great Barrier Reef in Australia, Galapagos Islands in Ecuador, the Taj Mahal in India, the Grand
Canyon in the USA, or the Acropolis in Greece are examples of the 1007 natural and cultural
places inscribed on the World Heritage List to date.

Click here to learn more about World Heritage.



To qualify as a World Heritage site, a place has to satisfy the
standards set by UNESCO. There are some main criteria:

1. Human creative genius.

2. Interchange of values.

3. Testimony to cultural tradition.

4. Significance in human history.

5. Traditional human settlement.

6. Heritage connected with events of global importance.
7. Natural phenomena or beauty.

8. Major stages of Earth’s history.

9. Significant ecological and biological processes.

10. The vital habitat area.
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Moidams

* The Moidams are the burial grounds of Tai Ahom
Kings and queens.

* The Moidams enshrine the mortal remains of Ahom
royalty along with the objects they cherished.

* The word ‘Moidam’ is derived from the Tai word
Phrang-Mai-Dam or Mai-Tam.

 Phrang-Mai means to put into the grave or to bury and

Dam means the spirit of the Dead.
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Structure: Moidams are hemispherical burial mounds
varying in size based on the status of the deceased,
featuring a chamber, an earthen mound with a brick
structure for offerings, and an octagonal boundary wall
with an arched gateway to the west.

Smaller Moidams lack some of these features.
Comparable to: The Moidams are comparable to the
pyramids of Egypt.

Practice adopted from: After the 18th century, the Ahom
rulers adopted the Hindu method of cremation and
began entombing the cremated bones and ashes in a
Moidam at Charaideo.
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Practice ceased: The burial practice ceased after the Tai
Ahom rulers converted to other religions (Hinduism and
Buddhism).

Factors Affecting the Property: The main factors affecting
the Moidams are heavy rainfall, soil erosion and
vegetation growth.

Cultural Significance of Moidams: Ahom Moidams is an
exceptional example of a Tai-Ahom necropolis that
represents in a tangible way their funerary traditions
and associated cosmologies.
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Ahom Kingdom:

Origins of the Ahom People: Tai-speaking people originated

possibly from South China or Myanmar.

 Introduced wet-rice cultivation and state formation
techniques.

Establishment: The Ahom Dynasty was founded in 1228 in
the Brahmaputra Valley of Assam by Chaolung Sukapha.

 Sukaphaa earned the title “Chaolung” for his exceptional
leadership.

* The Ahom state depended upon forced labour. Those
forced to work for the state were called paiks.



Ahom Religion and Society: Initially worshipped tribal
gods, later influenced by Brahmanas and Hinduism.

Mughal Incursions & British Rule: Mughal attempts to

capture Assam failed due to Ahom resistance.

 Ahom faced rebellion in the 1800s, eventually
succumbing to Burmese invasion.

* The British drove out Burmese in the First Anglo-
Burmese War (1824-1826).

 The Dynasty retained sovereignty for 600 years until
Assam was annexed by the East India Company in
1826 under the Treaty of Yandaboo.



Map of Ahom Kingdom



Administration of Ahoms:

The Ahom Kingdom was a well-organized and efficient
state. The Dangarias, governors, vassals, and paik officials
all played an important role in the administration of the
kingdom.

Dangarias: The Dangarias were the three highest officials
in the Ahom kingdom.

1. Buragohain was the prime minister and commander-in-
chief of the army.

2. Borgohain was the minister of finance and justice.

3. Phukan was the minister of foreign affairs and trade.



Governors:

The Ahom kingdom was divided into many provinces,
each of which was governed by a governor. The governors
were appointed by the king and were responsible for:

* Collecting taxes,

 Maintaining law and order, and

* Defending their provinces from attack.

Vassals

The Ahom kingdom also had many vassals, who were
rulers of smaller kingdoms that were allied to the
Ahoms. The vassals paid tribute to the Ahoms. They also
provided military help when needed.



Paik officials:

* The Paik system was the backbone of the Ahom
military.

* Every able-bodied male in the kingdom was a paik.

 They were required to serve in the army for a certain
number of days each year.

* The paiks were organized into units called gots, and
each got was commanded by a paik official.



The architecture of the Ahom Kingdom is ? X

All Images Books News Videos Shopping Web : More Tools

< B<id <) In English

There are three palaces that were built during the rule of the Ahom
Kings. They are: Kareng Ghar located at Garh Gaon, the Rang Ghar
situated at the Ahom capital of Rangpur and Talatal Ghar.

Kareng Ghar is a seven-stoned royal
palace built by Rajeswar Singha. k%
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| Literature of the Ahom Kingdom X & @ Q
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Literature of the Ahom Kingdom

The Buranjis are a rare example of historical literature in
India. There were two different kinds of Buranjis: official
Buranjis, which date back to the reign of the first Ahom king
Sukaphaa, and family Buranjis, which date back to the

sixteenth century. 13sept2023
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Named on coins; typlcally the king’s name would be on the '
obverse of the coin and the queen’s on the reverse.

Coins of Ahom Dynasty
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India has the sixth-most sites worldwide. The first sites to be listed were
the Ajanta Caves, Ellora Caves, Agra Fort, and Taj Mahal, all of which
were inscribed in the 1983 session of the World Heritage Committee. The
most recent sites listed were Santiniketan and the Sacred Ensembles of
the Hoysalas, in 2023.
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Hoysala Temple Complex becomes India’s
42nd UNESCO World Heritage Site. The 45th
session of the UNESCO's World Heritage
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era temples as India’s 42nd World Heritage Site
in the Cultural category. 14mar 2024
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