
























The Maldives has resumed 
using a Dornier aircraft and 
two helicopters gifted by 
India for medical evacuations 
after the two countries 
reached an understanding 
over the repatriation of 
Indian military personnel 
operating the three aviation 
platforms in the archipelagic 
nation, media reports said on 
Saturday.









President Mohamed Muizzu, known for his pro-China stance, has
thanked India for enabling the resumption of medical evacuation
services with civilian aviation personnel from India.

The Maldives National Defence Force (MNDF) told local media that the 
provision of medical evacuation through the Dornier flight and 
helicopters has resumed, this time with the civilian crew sent from 
India, news portal Edition.mv reported.

The two medical emergencies were carried out on Friday night, 
according to a post on X by the MNDF.

The Dornier aircraft and the helicopters were earlier operated by
Indian military personnel and were stopped soon after President
Muizzu took oath last November.





President Muizzu rode to power after banking on the ‘India Out’ sentiment and had 
pushed for the repatriation of Indian military personnel from his country making a 
demand to this effect within hours of his swearing-in.  According to an agreement 
between India and Maldives in February this year, all Indian military personnel were 
to return in batches by May 10 and India kept its word. The military personnel were 
replaced by civilians as India did not take back the Dornier aircraft and the 
helicopters it had gifted to the Maldives some years ago.

News portal Adhadhu.com said Indians are stationed in Hanimaadhoo to operate the
Dornier aircraft and in Laamu Kadhdhoo and Seenu Gan to operate the helicopters. A
total of 76 Indians are based on the islands.

It further said that President Muizzu announced the restart of medical evacuations 
with the aircraft at the official function held at the youth centre last night to mark the 
59th Independence Day.

“A patient was transported to Male’ on the India platform for the first time since
military personnel were replaced by civilians. I thank the Indian government for this,” 
Muizzu was quoted as saying by Sun.mv news portal.









The resumption of the Dornier aircraft operations came after 
the government faced criticism for not using the Dornier or the 
helicopters for medical emergencies, the news portal pointed 
out.

It also mentioned that the Indian military helicopters in 
Kadhdhoo and Addu were regularly flown before medical 
evacuations resumed with the Dornier aircraft. The government 
has not commented on it.

The civilian personnel were sent by Hindustan Aeronautics 
Limited – an Indian public sector aerospace and defence 
company in Bangalore, which manufactured the helicopter 
donated by the Indian government.
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Maldives President Dr Mohamed Muizzu has expressed hope to sign a Free
Trade Agreement (FTA) with India, according to Male-based Adhadhu. Male has 
signed a trade deal with Beijing, which will begin in September. The Maldivian 
President has expressed hope of signing such an agreement with India as well, 
the report said.

Speaking at the official function held to mark the 59th anniversary of 
independence, President Muizzu said that in addition to China, efforts were
underway to enter into FTAs with India, Turkiye, and Britain.

Muizzu said the result of implementing the FTA with China would be the 
elimination of tariffs for a total of 7,897 items in nine sectors, including 298 
fisheries products. He said when the FTA comes into force, an import duty will 
not be charged for exporting these products from the Maldives to China.

When an FTA is signed with Turkiye, duty concessions will be granted for 53
exports from the Maldives with zero tariffs for some items, the President said.



"The government is also working on currency swap agreements with 
China and India to help local businesses," Muizzu said as per 
Adhadhu. This would pave the way for alleviating the dollar shortage 
and assuring economic sovereignty, he said.

Muizzu also spoke of 'Loan Restructuring and Debt Management', 
especially because of its financial bilateral relations with India and 
China. He acknowledged the "significant contributions of China and
India in assisting with the Maldives’ debt repayment efforts".

India has deferred a $50 million loan and provided food quotas for 
two more years. China has given the green light to defer loans from 
the Exim Bank for various development projects for the next five 
years, with no interest payments during this period.















शीर्ष अमेरिकी िाजनयिक डोनाल्ड लू इस सप्ताह िूएस हाउस फॉिेन अफेिसष कमेटी के सामने पेश हुए।

इस दौिान उन्होंने मालदीव में चीन के बढ़ते कदम को लेकि यचिंता जताई औि कहा यक अगि हमने कुछ

नहीं यकिा तो मालदीव चीन की कॉलोनी बन जाएगा। इसके साथ ही कहा यक श्रीलिंका में चीन का

प्रभाव है, लेयकन अब उसे िोक यदिा गिा है। लू ने चीनी भागीदािी के प्रयत सिंतुयलत दृयिकोण बनाए

िखने में श्रीलिंका के प्रिासों की सिाहना किते हुए कहा यक श्रीलिंका में कोई भी चीनी यमयलट्री बेस नहीं

है, क्िोंयक हमने औि हमािे पाटषनसष ने श्रीलिंका की मदद की। िह यटप्पणी श्रीलिंका की ओि से

अिंतििाष्ट्ट्रीि भागीदािी औि यनवेश में यवयवधता लाने से जुडी है।

इसके अलावा लू ने भाित के पडोसी मालदीव को लेकि चेतावनी दी। दिअसल मालदीव की सत्ता में

मोहम्मद मुइज्जू के आने के बाद से वह चीन के किीब हुए हैं। उन्होंने भाित की जगह चीन िात्रा की थी।

इसके अलावा भाितीि सैयनकों को भी देश से यनकाल यदिा था। चीन ने उन्हें बुयनिादी ढािंचा परििोजना

में मदद का आश्वासन यदिा है। इसे लेकि लू की यटप्पणी सावधान किने वाली हैं। उन्होंने कहा यक अगि

हमने चीन को सबकुछ किने यदिा तो मालदीव के चीनी उपयनवेश बनने का खतिा है।
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Maldives Tourism Minister Ibrahim Faisal is slated to visit India today to
kick off a series of tourism roadshows under the "Welcome India"
initiative. The campaign aims to reinforce the Maldives' status as a prime
holiday destination for Indian travellers through a series of events in
three major cities.

The roadshow schedule is the following:
1. New Delhi: July 30, 2024
2. Mumbai: August 1, 2024
3. Bangalore: August 3, 2024

This strategic campaign seeks to strengthen tourism ties between the
Maldives and India, showcasing the archipelago nation's attractions to
potential Indian visitors. Earlier in May this year, the island nation's
tourism minister urged Indians to contribute to the country's economy,
which is dependent on tourism.



Indian tourists to the Maldives dipped by 42% in the first four
months of this year in comparison to the same period in 2023.
However, earlier last year, the scenario was quite different. Indian
tourists were the highest foreign visitors to the Maldives in 2023,
and China was in third place.

As per the data, the Maldives received 73,785 tourists from India
between January and April 2023. On the other hand, the island
nation recorded 42,638 tourist arrivals in the same period this
year — a decline of 31,147 tourists in absolute terms.

Statistics show 15,006 Indians visited the island nation in January
2024. In February, 11,252 Indian tourists visited the island nation,
as compared to 24,632 tourists the same month last year.



S. Jaishankar 
MD, Moizzu







































IT minister Ashwini Vaishnaw has said that WhatsApp and its parent
company Meta have not informed the government of any plans to
shut down its services in India. He was replying to a question raised
in the Rajya Sabha recently.

“[The] Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY)
has shared that WhatsApp or Meta has not informed the government
about any such plans,” Vaishnaw said in a written reply to a question
by Congress member Vivek Tankha, as per PTI report on Friday (July
26).

Tankha had asked whether WhatsApp was planning to shut its
services in India due to the government's directives to share user
details in accordance with the government directions under Section
69A of the Information Technology Act, 2000.



Responding to Tankha's question
on curbs on social media
platforms, the I&B minister said
the central government issued
directions in the interest of the
sovereignty or integrity of India,
defence of India, security of the
state, friendly relations with
foreign states or public order or
for preventing incitement to the
commission of any cognisable
offence relating to above in
respect of the information on a
computer resource.















As of May 2024, WhatsApp had 2.7 billion active users worldwide,
making it the most popular messaging app in over 100
countries. WhatsApp is available in more than 180 countries and 16
languages, and has been downloaded over 5 billion times on iOS and
Android.

WhatsApp user statistics:

▪ India: Has the highest number of active WhatsApp users in the world,
with an estimated 535.8 million monthly active users

▪ Gender: 45.8% of WhatsApp users are female, and 54.2% are male
▪ Time spent: On average, an Android user spends 18.6 hours per month

on WhatsApp
• Social media: WhatsApp is the favorite social media platform for

15.7% of Internet users between 16 to 64 years of age













सिकाि ने अपने नोयटस में क्िा कहा?

▪ मीयडिा रिपोटटषस के मुतायबक, सिकाि ने अपने नोयटस में कहा है अपनी मािंग को सही ठहिाते हुए

कहा है यक 'अगि व्हाटटसऐप को लगता है यक सिकाि ने मैसेज टे्रस किने का जो समाधान यदिा है,

वो किं पनी की एिंड-टू-एिंड इयन्िप्शन पॉयलसी के यखलाफ है तो किं पनी को कोई दूसिा समाधान ढूिंढने

में सक्षम होना चायहए।'

▪ सिकाि ने कहा यक 'हम िे नहीं कह िहे यक मैसेज के किं टेंट को देखा जाए, बयल्क हम िे कह िहे हैं

यक अगि कोई मैसेज फॉिवडष हो िहा है औि उससे कानून व्िवस्था खिाब हो िही है तो किं पनी को िे

पता लगाना चायहए यक िे मैसेज कहािं से शुरू हुआ?’

▪ लेयकन व्हाटटसऐप ने सिकाि की इस मािंग को ठुकिाते हुए कहा था यक 'वह ऐसा सॉफ्टवेिि नहीं

बना सकती, यजससे िे पता लगािा जा सके यक मैसेज कहािं से शुरू हुआ?' किं पनी ने कहा था

'व्हाटटसऐप पि िूजसष के बीच सिंवेदनशील बातचीत भी होती है औि अगि हम ऐसा किते हैं तो

िूजसष की यनजता खत्म हो जाएगी।'
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Are WhatsApp, Facebook complying with the new rules?

While Facebook has said that it aims to comply with the provisions of the IT rules,
WhatsApp has filed a lawsuit against the government seeking a ban on regulations
coming into force on Wednesday. As per a Reuters report, WhatsApp had asked the Delhi
High Court to declare one of the rules as a violation of privacy rights because it forces the
social media companies to trace the "first originator of information” when the
government demands it. This law would compel WhatsApp to go against its own policy as
the app is end-to-end encrypted. Tracing the originator of the message would mean
circumventing the end-to-end encryption.

Talking about why WhatsApp is challenging the Indian government’s IT rules, a
WhatsApp spokesperson told, “Requiring messaging apps to 'trace' chats is the equivalent
of asking us to keep a fingerprint of every single message sent on WhatsApp, which would
break end-to-end encryption and fundamentally undermines people’s right to privacy. We
have consistently joined civil society and experts around the world in opposing
requirements that would violate the privacy of our users. In the meantime, we will also
continue to engage with the Government of India on practical solutions aimed at keeping
people safe, including responding to valid legal requests for the information available to
us."







WhatsApp ने यदल्ली हाईकोटष में कहा है यक उन्हें भाित से बाहि यनकलना होगा,

अगि उन्हें एयन्िप्शन तोडने के यलए कहा गिा. किं पनी का कहना है यक लोग इस

प्लेटफॉमष का इस्तेमाल प्राइवेसी औि एिंड-टू-एिंड एयन्िप्शन की वजह से किते हैं.

अगि उन्हें इसे तोडना पडा, तो इिंस्टैंट मैसेयजिंग प्लेटफॉमष भाित में काम किना बिंद

कि देगा.

वॉटटसऐप की ओि से िे बात यदल्ली हाईकोटष में चल िहे एक मामले की सुनवाई के

वक्त कही गई है. कोटष में WhatsApp औि उसकी पैिेंट किं पनी Facebook Inc 

(अब Meta) की िायचकाओिं पि सुनवाई हो िही है, यजसमें 2021 Information 

Technology (IT) के यनिमों को चुनौती दी गई है.



यदल्ली हाईकोटष बोला- बीच का िास्ता यनकालें

वॉटटसऐप की ओि से एडवोकेट तेजस करििा औि सिकाि की ओि से कीयतषमान यसिंह दलील िख िहे थे।

दोनों पक्षों के बीच सिंयक्षप्त बहस के बाद हाईकोटष ने बीच का िास्ता यनकालने को कहा। मामले की अगली

सुनवाई 14 अगस्त को होगी।

कोर्ट में वॉर््सऐप के वकील की 3 बड़ी बातें

▪ IT यनिम 2021 एयन्िप्शन के साथ िूजसष की गोपनीिता को कमजोि किता है। िह भाितीि सिंयवधान के

अनुच्छेद 14, 19औि 21 के तहत मौयलक अयधकािों का भी उल्लिंघन किता है।

▪ दुयनिा में कहीं औि ऐसा कोई यनिम नहीं है, ब्राजील में भी नहीं। िह यनिम उपिोगकताषओ िं की

गोपनीिता के यखलाफ है औि यनिम यबना यकसी पिामशष के पेश यकिा गिा था।

▪ हमें एक पूिी श्ररिंखला िखनी होगी औि हमें नहीं पता यक यकन मैसेज को सिकाि मािंग सकती है। इसका

मतलब है यक किोडों मैसेज वर्ों तक स्टोि किना होगा।



मामले में सिकाि ने 4 बडी बातें कही

▪ एडवोकेट कीयतषमान यसिंह ने कहा यक इस गाइडलाइन के पीछे का यवचाि मैसेज के सोसष का

पता लगाना था। वैसे भी, समि के अनुसाि मैसेज को टे्रस किने का कोई मैकेयनज्म होना ही

चायहए।

▪ सिकाि ने कहा यक वॉटटसऐप भाित में िूजसष को यकसी भी यववाद समाधान का अयधकाि

देश के अिंदि नहीं देती है, िह उनके मौयलक अयधकािों का हनन है।

▪ अगि IT यनिम 2021 लागू नहीं यकिा गिा, तो एजेंयसिों को फजी मैसेज के सोसष का पता

लगाने में यदक्कत होगी। ऐसे मैसेज अन्ि प्लेटफॉम्सष में फैल जाएिंगे, यजससे समाज में शािंयत-

सद्भाव यबगड सकता है।

▪ इिंटिनेट ओपन होना चायहए, सेफ औि ट्रस्टेड होना चायहए औि प्लेटफॉमष िूजसष के प्रयत

जवाबदेह होना चायहए। यकसी को भी भाितीि नागरिकों के मौयलक अयधकािों को छीनने

की अनुमयत नहीं दी जा सकती।



वॉटटसऐप ने कहा- बीच का िास्ता

यनकालने के यलए सिकाि से बात कि िहे

इस पूिे मामले पि वॉटटसऐप ने कहा, 'हम

अपने िूजसष की गोपनीिता का उल्लिंघन

किने वाले यनिमों का यविोध किने के

यलए दुयनिाभि के एक्सपटष के साथ चचाष

कि िहे हैं। इस बीच हम भाित के साथ

भी बीच का िास्ता यनकालने के यलए

बात कि िहे हैं।
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As of 2022, India's cement market was valued at over $26
billion. Between 2023 and 2029, the market is projected to grow at a
compound annual growth rate (CAGR) of 9.05%, reaching $49.24
billion by 2029.

Cement is a key building material used in modern construction, and
India is the world's second-largest cement producer. The market is
divided into four regions: North India, West and Central India, East
India, and South India, with West and Central India currently
dominating.

The cement industry can be cyclical, with years of high profits followed
by periods of lull. These lulls can be caused by a number of factors,
including: Lack of demand, Higher supply than demand, Higher raw
material prices, and Higher freight costs.















एयशिा के सबसे अमीि आदमी गौतम अडाणी सीमेंट किं पनी अिंबुजा औि एसीसी का

टेकओवि । अडाणी गु्रप की िे डील 10.5 अिब डॉलि (किीब 81 हजाि किोड रुपए)

में हुई है। िे भाित के इिंफ्रा औि मटेरििल्स स्पेस में सबसे बडा अयधग्रहण है। गु्रप के

चेििमैन गौतम अडाणी यपछले हफ्ते इस डील के सिंबिंध में अबुधाबी औि लिंदन गए

थे। अभी वे भाित लौट आए हैं।

ACC िानी एसोयसएटेड सीमेंट किं पनीज औि अिंबुजा पि मायलकाना हक होलयसम

किं पनी का है। िह यस्वटटजिलैंड की यबयल्डिंग मटेरििल किं पनी है। ACC की शुरुआत 1

अगस्त 1936 को मुिंबई से की गई थी। उस समि कई गु्रप्स ने यमलकि इसकी नींव

िखी थी। अिंबुजा सीमेंट की स्थापना 1983 में निोत्तम सेखसरििा औि सुिेश

यनिोयतिा ने की थी।
2 वर्ष पहले





As of June 2024, Adani Group's Ambuja Cements has made 
several cement acquisitions, including:

▪ Penna Cement
Ambuja Cements acquired Penna Cement to gain access to 
southern and eastern India, as well as Sri Lanka. The acquisition 
also strengthens Adani's sea transportation logistics with five 
bulk cement terminals.
▪ Sanghi Industries
Ambuja Cements acquired Sanghi Industries in Gujarat in FY24, 
which increased its production capacity and coastal footprint.
▪ MyHome Industries
Ambuja Cements agreed to acquire MyHome Industries'
grinding unit in Tamil Nadu in April 2024.



• As of June 2024, the Adani Group's cement business, which includes Ambuja
Cement and its subsidiary ACC Ltd, has an annual production capacity
of 77.4 million tonnes.

• The Adani Group's cement capacity has grown rapidly in recent years,
largely through inorganic means. In May 2022, the group acquired Ambuja
Cement and ACC for $10.5 billion, and more recently, it bought out
Hyderabad-based Penna Cements for Rs 10,420 crore, which includes a
capacity of 10 mtpa and another 4 mtpa under construction. The group also
plans to expand its capacity further, with a target of reaching 140 mtpa by
the end of 2027.

• Priority projects for FY23-24 include brownfield grinding plants in Sankrail,
Bhatinda, and Farakka, as well as greenfield projects in Kharagpur,
Hoshiarpur, and Mirzapur. The group also plans to acquire Sanghi Industries
to add 6.1 mtpa of capacity at Sanghipuram in western India, and Ambuja
Cements is constructing a 6 mtpa cement plant in Telangana.











70.3%

56.69%









आयदत्ि यबडला गु्रप की स्वायमत्व वाली सीमेंट किं पनी अल्ट्राटेक के बोडष

ने इिंयडिा सीमेंट यलयमटेड में 32.72% यहस्सेदािी खिीदने की मिंजूिी दे दी

है। इस डील में अल्ट्राटेक को 390 रुपए प्रयत शेिि के यहसाब से टोटल

3,954 किोड रुपए देने होंगे।

इसमें किं पनी को इिंयडिा सीमेंट के प्रमोटसष औि एसोयसएटटस के 10 किोड

से ज्िादा शेिि यमलेंगे। अब अल्ट्राटेक सीमेंट के पास इिंयडिा सीमेंट के

मेजॉरिटी स्टेक िानी 55.49% यहस्सेदािी आ गई है। इस बात की

जानकािी किं पनी ने आज िानी ियववाि (28 जुलाई) को एक्सचेंज

फाइयलिंग में दी है।











देश की सबसे बडी सीमेंट किं पनी है अल्ट्राटेक

अल्ट्राटेक देश की सबसे बडी सीमेंट किं पनी है, यजसकी कुल उत्पादन क्षमता 152.7 MPTA

(15.27 किोड टन सालाना) है। इस साल की शुरुआत में किं पनी ने ₹7,600 किोड की एिंटिप्राइज

वैल्िू पि केसोिाम के सीमेंट यबजनेस का अयधग्रहण यकिा था।

सालाना 1.45 किोड टन सीमेंट बनाती है इिंयडिा सीमेंट

इिंयडिा सीमेंट की कैयपयसटी 14.45 mtpa िानी किं पनी एक साल में 1.45 किोड टन सीमेंट

बनाने में सक्षम है। इसमें 1.30 किोड टन तयमलनाडु औि 15 लाख टन िाजस्थान से उत्पादन

किती है। किं पनी के शेिि ने यपछले एक महीने में 26.72%, 6 महीने में 43.99% औि एक साल

में 73.27% का रिटनष यदिा है। इस साल इिंयडिा सीमेंट का शेिि 42.37% चढ़ा है।











जून में 22. 77% यहस्सेदािी ₹1,885 किोड में खिीदी

अल्ट्राटेक सीमेंट के बोडष ऑफ डाििेक्टसष ने जून में इिंयडिा सीमेंटटस में 22.77% की यहस्सेदािी

के अयधग्रहण की मिंजूिी दी थी। किं पनी ने इिंयडिा सीमेंटटस के 7.06 किोड स्टॉक्स 268 रुपए

प्रयत शेिि के यहसाब से खिीदी। इस डील की टोटल वैल्िू किीब 1,885 किोड रुपए है।

एक साल में 40.42% चढ़ा अल्ट्राटेक का शेिि

अल्ट्राटेक सीमेंट का शेिि शुिवाि 26 जुलाई को 1.95% की बढ़ोतिी के बाद 11,664.05

रुपए के स्ति पि बिंद हुआ। किं पनी के शेिि में यपछले एक महीने में 0.03% की यगिावट िही है।

इसने 6 महीने में 13.53% औि एक साल में 40.42% का रिटनष यदिा है। इस साल अल्ट्राटेक

का शेिि 11.47% चढ़ा है।
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Union Budget 2024-25 Announcements Natural Farming:

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman during the budget 2024-
25 allocated Rs 1.52 lakh crores for agriculture and allied 
sectors on Tuesday and outlined nine priorities that included 
raising productivity. During her budget presentation, she said
that in the next 2 years, 1 crore farmers will be helped in
“natural farming”. 

"New 109 high-yielding and climate resilient varieties of 32 
field and horticulture crops will be released for cultivation by 
farmers. In the next 2 years, 1 crore farmers will be initiated 
into natural farming supported by certification and branding.





Sitharaman said that the government will bring out a 
National Cooperation Policy for the cooperative sector to 
boost the rural economy. The government will also facilitate 
the implementation of Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) in 
agriculture, in partnership with the states.

The finance minister listed nine priorities for the
agriculture sector - productivity and resilience in
agriculture, employment, and skilling, inclusive human
resource development and social justice, manufacturing and
services, urban development, energy security,
infrastructure, innovation, research and development, and
next-generation reforms. 





WHAT IS NATURAL FARMING:

Natural farming is a way of growing crops and raising 
animals without using chemicals or artificial substances. It 
focuses on working with nature, using natural methods 
like crop rotation and composting. The goal is to be kind to 
the environment and keep the soil healthy for future 
generations. Natural farming is a way of growing crops and 
raising animals without using chemicals or artificial 
substances. It focuses on working with nature, using 
natural methods like crop rotation and composting. The 
goal is to be kind to the environment and keep the soil 
healthy for future generations.





WHAT IS ORGAIC FARMING:

Organic farming is a way of growing food that 
doesn’t use artificial chemicals like pesticides and 
fertilizers. 
Instead, it relies on natural methods like crop 
rotation, composting, and using natural predators 
to control pests. 
The aim is to produce healthy food while also 
taking care of the environment and the well-being 
of the animals.









What is the mission?
As part of the National Mission on Natural Farming 
(NMNF), the government intends to motivate farmers to 
adopt chemical-free farming and draw them towards 
adopting natural farming willingly on the system’s 
merit. The government believes that the success of the
NMNF will require a behavioural change in farmers to
shift from chemical-based inputs to cow-based, locally-
produced inputs. The natural farming scheme under 
the ‘Bharatiya Prakritik Krishi Paddhati’ has a total 
outlay of ₹4,645.69 crore for six years (2019-20 to 
2024-25).





Efforts to promote natural farming:

In the next two years, one crore farmers across the country 
will be initiated into natural farming supported by 
certification and branding.
• Its implementation will be through scientific institutions 

and willing gram panchayats. Besides, 10,000 need-based 
bio-input resource centres will be established.

The need for the shift - from targeting the area coverage to 
number of farmers now - was felt as 30-40% of about 10 
lakh farmers re-shifted to chemical farming after 3 years 
when they received complete financial incentives under the 

Bharatiya Prakritik Krishi Paddhati (BPKP).



Natural, Organic and Zero-Budget Natural Farming
(ZBNF)?

Natural farming and organic farming, both come 
under agroecological practices (which guides 
public policies towards sustainable agriculture and 
food systems) and are terms used interchangeably 
in India.
In natural farming the focus is on the use of bio 
inputs prepared from farm and local ecosystems 
instead of purchasing those from outside.



ZBNF is one of the many methods of natural farming, 
popularised by agriculturist Subash Palekar.
• According to the approach, a mixture of natural inputs 

like cow urine and dung, jaggery, lime, neem, etc., are 
used to improve soil health, nutrients and reduce 
input costs.

• It also restores environmental health and mitigates 
and/or reduces greenhouse gas emissions.

• Organic farming is defined more from a perspective of 
product certification. What binds organic and natural 
farming is the thrust on the absence of application of 
chemical fertilisers/ pesticides during cultivation.



ZBNF, aptly named ‘zero budget,’ entails minimal 
expenditure on inputs, with the costs of cultivating the main 
crop offset by income generated from intercrops. 

Its key components include:
• Soil Aeration
• Minimal Watering to save electricity
• Intercropping
• Construction of bunds and topsoil mulching

Furthermore, ZBNF discourages practices such as intensive 
irrigation and deep ploughing while opposing the use of 
vermicompost. Instead, it advocates for the revival of local 
deep soil earthworms through increased organic matter.







Implementation Strategy

1. Collaborative Approach:
• Work in collaboration with state governments, 

agricultural universities, research institutions, and non-
governmental organizations.

• Involve community-based organizations and farmer 
groups in the planning and implementation process.

2. Monitoring and Evaluation:
• Establish a robust monitoring and evaluation framework 

to track the progress and impact of the mission.
• Use data-driven approaches to assess the effectiveness of 

interventions and make necessary adjustments.



3. Public Awareness and Education:

• Conduct awareness campaigns to educate the public 
about the benefits of chemical-free farming.

• Use various media channels to reach out to a larger 
audience and promote the mission’s objectives.

4. Policy Support:
• Formulate policies and guidelines to support natural 

farming initiatives.
• Provide incentives and subsidies to farmers adopting 

chemical-free farming practices.





Government Initiatives to Promote Natural Farming in India:

1. Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana (PKVY):

It was launched in 2015, as an extended component of Soil Health 
Management (SHM) under the Centrally Sponsored Scheme (CSS), 
National Mission on Sustainable Agriculture (NMSA).

The primary objectives of the PKVY are:

• Promotion of commercial organic production through certified organic 
farming.

• Production of pesticide residue-free crops to enhance consumer 
health.

• Enhancement of farmers’ income and the creation of potential markets 
for traders.

• Assurance of long-term soil fertility, conservation of resources, and 
adaptation and mitigation of climate change effects.



2. BHARTIYA PRAKRITIK KRISHI PADHHATI YOJANA: 

The Bharatiya Prakritik Krishi Paddhati (BPKP) Scheme for Natural 
Farming was launched by the Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare 
in the fiscal year 2019-20 and 2024-25. 
It is a sub-scheme of the PKVY (Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana) and 
was launched with a total outlay of ₹4,645 crore for six years (2019-20 to 
2024-25). 

Key highlights of the BPKP Scheme include:

• Elimination of synthetic chemical inputs.
• On-farm biomass recycling with a strong emphasis on biomass 

mulching.
• Utilization of cow dung-urine formulations.
• Adoption of plant-based preparations.
• Regular soil working for aeration purposes.



3. National Mission on Natural Farming (NMNF):

The Union Agriculture Ministry has been preparing 
to launch the Mission to motivate farmers to adopt 
chemical-free farming and draw them towards 
adopting natural farming willingly on the system’s 
merit.

The success of the NMNF will require a behavioural 
change in farmers to shift from chemical-based 
inputs to cow-based, locally-produced inputs.





BENEFITS OF NATURAL FARMING
1. Cost-effective Production: Natural farming minimizes the 
need for expensive equipment and eliminates the use of 
chemical fertilizers and pesticides, reducing production 
costs.
2. Healthier Food: The food produced through natural 
farming is richer in nutrients and free from harmful 
chemicals, promoting better health and well-being.
3. Environmental Conservation: Natural farming reduces 
chemical residues and carbon emissions, contributing to 
environmental preservation. By integrating crops, trees, and 
livestock with functional biodiversity, it fosters a sustainable 
agroecology-based farming system.



4. Efficient Water Use: Unlike modern commercial 
farming, which often leads to over-extraction of 
groundwater, natural farming optimizes soil moisture 
utilization, promoting efficient water use.

5. Soil Health Promotion: Conventional chemical-
based farming depletes soil nutrients and disrupts 
microbial balance. In contrast, natural farming fosters 
the growth of beneficial organisms like earthworms, 
enhances soil enzymes, and boosts microbial biomass, 
leading to soil restoration and improved health.



6. Increase Farmer Income:

Reduce input costs and increase the profitability of 
farming through sustainable practices.
Provide market linkages and support to farmers 
practising chemical-free farming.





CHALLENGES OF NATURAL FARMING:

1. Yield Decline: Some regions, such as Sikkim, the first organic 
state in India, have experienced a decline in yields after 
transitioning to organic farming. This has led to farmers 
reverting to conventional methods.

• Findings of agro-scientists of the ICAR-IIFSR highlights a 59% 
decline in wheat yields and a 32% decline in basmati rice 
yield compared to integrated crop management.

2. Shortage of Natural Inputs: The lack of readily available 
natural inputs poses a barrier to transitioning to chemical-free 
agriculture, causing delays and hindering profitable farming 
practices.



3. Resistance from Chemical Industry: The chemical inputs 
industry, being capital-intensive and well-established, tends to 
resist efforts towards promoting natural farming, impeding its 
widespread adoption.

4. Lessons from Sri Lanka:

• A couple of years ago, neighbouring Sri Lanka went through economic 
and political turmoil after it decided to turn completely organic, and 
banned the import of chemical fertilisers.

• The government’s policy shift had severe consequences with farmers 
struggling to get natural fertilisers.

• They faced a reduction in yields of key crops including rice, putting the 
country’s food security at risk.

• A sharp price escalation was witnessed in the country, resulting in 
huge protests and unrest.





Way Forward Ensuring Gradual Adoption of Natural
Farming in India:

1. Rigorous scientific tests of natural farming: Especially 
surrounding the crop yields should be held before its 
nationwide implementation to allay the fear of potential 
risk to national food security.
2. Natural farming at a localised level: Because, adopting 
it at a large scale may not be a successful model.
• First, natural farming can be used to grow 

supplementary foodstuffs: Instead of growing staples 
like wheat and rice.



Conclusion: 

• Focusing on natural farming can bring multiple 
environmental, health, and economic benefits to India.

• However, successful implementation requires 
addressing challenges through adequate policy 
support, market development, and farmer education.

• By fostering a more sustainable agricultural model, 
India can enhance food security, promote rural 
development, and contribute to global efforts against 
climate change.
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Charaideo District 

Assam, India

Assam



Assam’s Moidams to be considered for World Heritage List: 

The Moidams in eastern Assam — a 700-year-old mound-burial
system of the Ahom dynasty — made it to UNESCO’s World
Heritage List on Friday, becoming the first cultural site from the
Northeast to make it to the list. The decision was taken during
the 46th session of the World Heritage Committee (WHC)
underway in India.
The nomination dossier for the Moidams was sent more than a
decade ago. Reacting to this, Culture Minister Gajendra Singh 
Shekhawat said that the “day would be etched in golden letters”. 
Thanking UNESCO, he added: “We thank UNESCO, World 
Heritage Committee for understanding the outstanding 
universal value of ‘Moidams’.”



.



.



46th Session of World Heritage Committee from July 21 to 31
at Bharat Mandapam: 

India became a member of the World Heritage Committee
from 2021-25 and is currently hosting its first session since
joining the 1972 UNESCO World Heritage Convention. The 
46th Session of the World Heritage Committee began on July 
21 and will run until July 31 at Bharat Mandapam in New 
Delhi.

The annual meeting was attended by over 150 State Parties, all 
of whom are signatories to the UNESCO World Heritage 
Convention and are responsible for managing matters related 
to World Heritage, including the inscription of new sites.



.



कें द्रीि सिंस्कर यत औि पिषटन मिंत्री गजेंद्र यसिंह शेखावत ने इस घोर्णा के बाद

कहा यक िह ऐयतहायसक मान्िता चिाइदेव में अहोम िाजाओिं की अयितीि

700 साल पुिानी टीले की दफन प्रणाली पि वैयश्वक ध्िान आकयर्षत किती है,

जो असम औि भाित की समरद्ध सािंस्कर यतक यविासत पि प्रकाश डालती है। इस

प्रयतयित मान्िता की ओि मोइदम्स की िात्रा का नेतरत्व प्रधानमिंत्री श्री निेन्द्र

मोदी ने यकिा, यजन्होंने इन प्राचीन सिंिचनाओिं को 2023 में भाित की

आयधकारिक प्रयवयि के रूप में नायमत यकिा। उन्होंने कहा यक िह नामािंकन

मोइदम्स के सािंस्कर यतक औि ऐयतहायसक महत्व को िेखािंयकत किता है, यजससे

वे यवश्व यविासत सूची में अिंयकत होने वाले पहले सािंस्कर यतक यविासत स्थल

औि उत्ति पूवष से तीसिे समग्र स्थल बन गए हैं।



Assam Chief Minister Himanta 
Biswa Sharma, reacting to the 
news, said: “The Moidams make
it to the UNESCO World Heritage
list under the category Cultural
Property – a great win for
Assam… It is the first time a site 
from the North East has made it 
to the UNESCO World Heritage 
List under the Cultural Category 
and after Kaziranga and Manas 
National Parks, it is Assam’s
third World Heritage Site.”



.



What is United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO)?

• It is a specialised agency of the United Nations (UN), 
headquartered at the World Heritage Centre in Paris, 
France.

• It was founded in 1945 as the successor to the League of 
Nation's International Committee on Intellectual 
Cooperation.

• It was established with an aim to promote world peace 
and security through international cooperation in five 
key program areas - Education; Natural sciences; Social or 
human sciences; Culture; Communication/information.



• UNESCO is a member of the United Nations Sustainable 
Development Group.

o Thus, UNESCO's programmes contribute to the 
achievement of the SDGs (Sustainable Development 
Group) defined in the 2030 Agenda, adopted by the UN 
General Assembly in 2015.

• It aids in the translation and dissemination of world 
literature, assists in the establishment and protection
of World Heritage Sites of cultural and natural
importance, works to bridge the global digital divide,
etc.



.



The World Heritage Committee?

The World Heritage Committee, consisting of representatives from 
21 States Parties elected by their General Assembly of UNESCO, 
meets once a year. 

The Committee is responsible for implementing the World Heritage 
Convention, determining the use of the World Heritage Fund, and 
allocating financial assistance upon requests from States Parties. 

It decides whether a property is inscribed on the World Heritage 
List, examines reports on the conservation of inscribed properties, 
and requests action from States Parties if properties are not 
properly managed. 

The Committee also decides on the addition or removal of properties 
from the List of World Heritage in Danger.



.



To qualify as a World Heritage site, a place has to satisfy the
standards set by UNESCO. There are some main criteria:
 
1. Human creative genius. 
2. Interchange of values. 
3. Testimony to cultural tradition. 
4. Significance in human history. 
5. Traditional human settlement. 
6. Heritage connected with events of global importance. 
7. Natural phenomena or beauty. 
8. Major stages of Earth’s history. 
9. Significant ecological and biological processes. 
10. The vital habitat area.
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Moidams

• The Moidams are the burial grounds of Tai Ahom 
kings and queens. 

• The Moidams enshrine the mortal remains of Ahom 
royalty along with the objects they cherished. 

• The word ‘Moidam’ is derived from the Tai word 
Phrang-Mai-Dam or Mai-Tam. 

• Phrang-Mai means to put into the grave or to bury and 
Dam means the spirit of the Dead.

• They are the resting place of royal families in Assam’s
Charaideo district.



.

Assam 



Structure: Moidams are hemispherical burial mounds 
varying in size based on the status of the deceased, 
featuring a chamber, an earthen mound with a brick 
structure for offerings, and an octagonal boundary wall 
with an arched gateway to the west. 
Smaller Moidams lack some of these features.
Comparable to: The Moidams are comparable to the 
pyramids of Egypt.
Practice adopted from: After the 18th century, the Ahom 
rulers adopted the Hindu method of cremation and 
began entombing the cremated bones and ashes in a 
Moidam at Charaideo.



.



Practice ceased: The burial practice ceased after the Tai 
Ahom rulers converted to other religions (Hinduism and 
Buddhism). 
Factors Affecting the Property: The main factors affecting 
the Moidams are heavy rainfall, soil erosion and 
vegetation growth. These natural elements pose 
challenges to the preservation and maintenance of the 
site.
Cultural Significance of Moidams: Ahom Moidams is an 
exceptional example of a Tai-Ahom necropolis that 
represents in a tangible way their funerary traditions 
and associated cosmologies.



.



.



Ahom Kingdom:

Origins of the Ahom People: Tai-speaking people originated 
possibly from South China or Myanmar.
• They migrated to Assam in 1228.
• Introduced wet-rice cultivation and state formation 

techniques.

Establishment: The Ahom Dynasty was founded in 1228 in 
the Brahmaputra Valley of Assam by Chaolung Sukapha.
• Sukaphaa earned the title “Chaolung” for his exceptional 

leadership.
• The Ahom state depended upon forced labour. Those 

forced to work for the state were called paiks. 



Ahom Religion and Society: Initially worshipped tribal 
gods, later influenced by Brahmanas and Hinduism.

Mughal Incursions & British Rule: Mughal attempts to 
capture Assam failed due to Ahom resistance.
• Ahom faced rebellion in the 1800s, eventually 

succumbing to Burmese invasion.
• The British drove out Burmese in the First Anglo-

Burmese War (1824-1826).
• The Dynasty retained sovereignty for 600 years until

Assam was annexed by the East India Company in
1826 under the Treaty of Yandaboo.



.



Administration of Ahoms:

The Ahom kingdom was a well-organized and efficient
state. The Dangarias, governors, vassals, and paik officials
all played an important role in the administration of the
kingdom. 

Dangarias: The Dangarias were the three highest officials 
in the Ahom kingdom. 

1. Buragohain was the prime minister and commander-in-
chief of the army. 

2. Borgohain was the minister of finance and justice. 
3. Phukan was the minister of foreign affairs and trade.



Governors:

The Ahom kingdom was divided into many provinces,
each of which was governed by a governor. The governors
were appointed by the king and were responsible for:

• Collecting taxes, 
• Maintaining law and order, and 
• Defending their provinces from attack.
Vassals
The Ahom kingdom also had many vassals, who were 
rulers of smaller kingdoms that were allied to the 
Ahoms. The vassals paid tribute to the Ahoms. They also 
provided military help when needed.



Paik officials:

• The Paik system was the backbone of the Ahom 
military. 

• Every able-bodied male in the kingdom was a paik. 
• They were required to serve in the army for a certain 

number of days each year. 
• The paiks were organized into units called gots, and 

each got was commanded by a paik official.



.



. Rang Ghar



.



.

Named on coins; typically the king’s name would be on the 

obverse of the coin and the queen’s on the reverse.



.



.



.
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