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E= § ) United Arab Emirates has asked French officials for access to
detained founder of Telegram, Pavel Durov, who is a citizen of the UAE.
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UAE cancels $20 billion Rafale deal with
France despite Telegram CEO'’s release

The decision comes in the wake of Durov's brief detention by French authorities
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The diplomatic fallout from the
arrest of Telegram CEO Pavel
Durov continues to escalate, as
the United Arab Emirates (UAE)
has decided to cancel its US$20
billion deal with France for 80
Rafale fighter jets. The decision
comes in the wake of Durov’s
brief detention by French
authorities, a move that has
strained relations between the
UAE and France, despite Durov’s
release on bail.




Durov, who holds UAE citizenship alongside several other
nationalities, was arrested on Saturday at a Paris airport after
arriving from Azerbaijan.

The arrest was reportedly linked to accusations from French
authorities, including allegations of financial crimes, cyber
offenses, drug trafficking, and child exploitation on the
Telegram platform.

While Durov has consistently denied these allegations, claiming
they are politically motivated due to his refusal to grant
Western governments’ backdoor access to Telegram, the arrest
has nonetheless triggered significant diplomatic repercussions.



According to reports in the
public domain, the UAE, a close
ally of Durov, has expressed its
anger over the arrest, viewing
it as an affront to its
sovereignty and a violation of
diplomatic norms. Durov's
connections iIn the UAE,
particularly his relationship
with the Emir’s son, Zayed Al
Nahyan, have only intensified
the situation.







The UAE government’s decision to halt the Rafale deal,
which was signed with French aerospace company Dassault
in 2021, is seen as a direct response to Durov’'s treatment.

The deal, which was valued at US$20 billion, was one of the
largest defense contracts signed by the UAE in recent years.
It included the delivery of 80 Rafale fighter jets, with the
first batch expected to arrive in 2027. The cancellation of
this deal not only represents a significant economic loss for
France but also marks a sharp deterioration in UAE-France
relations, which had been strong and cooperative until this
incident.
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The Dassault Rafale is a twin-engine, delta wing, multirole fighter jet that's capable of

performing a variety of combat missions:

* Speed: The Rafale has a maximum speed of Mach 1.8, or 750 knots.

* Range: The Rafale has a combat radius of over 1,000 kilometers.

* Weapons: The Rafale is armed with a 30mm gun, Mica IR/EM missiles, Meteor long-range
missiles, GBU laser-guided bombs, AASM GPS-guided bombs, Scalp/Storm Shadow cruise
missiles, and Exocet AM39 Block 2 missiles.

* Refueling: The Rafale is capable of in-flight refueling from another Rafale, known as
"buddy-buddy"” refueling.

* Survivability: The Rafale's advanced avionics provide superior situational awareness and
survivability. It's designed to survive in dense threat environments.

* Versatility: The Rafale can operate from both an aircraft carrier and a shore base.

* (Capability: The Rafale is capable of performing multiple actions at the same time, such as
firing air-to-air missiles while penetrating at a low altitude.

 Updates: The Rafale is designed to have its capabilities continuously improved,
incorporating the latest technological developments.



The Dassault Rafale is a French twin-engine,
canard delta wing, multirole fighter aircraft designed
and built by Dassault Aviation. Wikipedia
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First flight: Rafale A demo: 4 July 1986; Rafale C: 19 May
1991

Introduction: 18 May 2001
Manufacturer: Dassault Aviation

National origin: France

Number built: 259 as of 2023

Primary users: French Air and Space Force; French Navy;

Egyptian Air Force; Indian Air Force

Produced: 1986—present
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UAE buys record 80 French Rafale jets in == s s swe ae s

$19bn arms deal UAE signs ‘historic’ deal to buy 80 French-made

Signing of deal comes as French President Emmanuel Macron begins a

two-day trip to the Gulf, during which he will also visit Qatar and Rafale ﬁghter .Iets
Saudi Arabia. The United Arab Emirates has signed a deal for 80 French-made Rafale fighter jets, the biggest international order
3 DeC 202'] ever made for the warplanes, officials said on Friday during a visit by French President Emmanuel Macron.
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Historical contract for the acquisition of 80 Rafale F4
by the United Arab Emirates

(Saint-Cloud, France, 3 December 2021) — In the presence of the President of the French
Republic, Emmanuel Macron, and Sheikh Mohammed ben Zayed Al Nahyane, Crown Prince
of Abu Dhabi and Vice-Commander of the Armed Forces of the United Arab Emirates (UAE),
Eric Trappier, Chairman and CEO of Dassault Aviation, signed a historical contract with Tareq
Abdul Raheem Al Hosani, CEO of Tawazun Economic Council, in charge of security and
defense acquisitions, for the acquisition of 80 Rafale F4 for the United Arab Emirates Air Force
& Air Defence (UAE AF & AD).

The Rafale F4, for which the Emirates Air Force will be the first user outside France, will provide
the Emirates armed forces with a tool capable of guaranteeing sovereignty and operational
independence. This contract is the result of total mobilization by Dassault Aviation alongside
the Emirates Air Force and comes on the back of a more than 45-year long relationship of trust
between the United Arab Emirates and our company, built on the Mirage family of fighter
aircraft, notably the Mirage 2000-9, the modernization of which began two years ago.

Eric Trappier, Chairman and CEO of Dassault Aviation, said:

“The sale of 80 Rafale to the UAE Federation is a French success story: | am very proud and
very happy as a result. | wish to thank the authorities of the Emirates for their renewed
confidence in our aircraft. After the Mirage 5 and Mirage 2000, this Rafale contract
consolidates the strategic relationship that binds our two countries and the satisfaction of the
Emirates Air Force, a long-standing and demanding partner of our company. | wish to underline
the quality and effectiveness of the relationship between the French authorities and industry,
which contributed to this success by team France.

This contract is excellent news for France and for its aeronautical industry, for the entire
ecosystem of 400 companies, both large and small, which contribute to the Rafale: this
represents thousands of guaranteed jobs in our sector for the coming decade. This contract,
which is the largest ever obtained by the French combat aeronautics industry, consolidates a
national industrial base, which is without doubt unique in Europe, comprising as it does major
groups and SME/SMis, around a company which has been the prime contractor for all the
generations of military and civil aircraft for the past 70 years. The success of the Rafale with
our armed forces and its sale to the UAE Federation, as well as its export to five other countries
who are already customers, clearly shows that French combat aviation is an internationally
recognized center of excellence on the national industrial landscape.”
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Rafale contract for the United Arab Emirates enters

into the order backlog

HOME . GROUP . PRESS - PRESS KITS . RAFALE CONTRACT FOR THE UNITED ARAB EMIRATES ENTERS INTO THE ORDER BACKLOG

(Saint-Cloud, France, April 19th, 2022) - Today, we received the first down payment of the contract for the acquisition of 80
Rafale by the United Arab Emirates.

(Saint-Cloud, France, April 19th, 2022) - Today, we received the first down

payment of the contract for the acquisition of 80 Rafale by the United Arab
Emirates.

Signed on December 3rd, 2021 in the presence of the President of the French
Republic, Emmanuel Macron, and the Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi, Sheikh
Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan, this contract, by its exceptional scope, attests to
Dassault Aviation’s technological expertise and the Rafale’s unigue operational
qualities. It also illustrates the strength of the strategic partnership between the
United Arab Emirates and France.

This contract testifies to the historical and privileged relationship between
Dassault Aviation and the United Arab Emirates Air Force & Air Defence (UAE AF &
AD) since its creation and reaffirms the Emirates’ satisfaction with Dassault
Aviation fighters as demonstrated by the modernization of the Mirage 2000-9.

“The Rafale shows, through its proven operational qualities and its export success,
that it is today a real ‘game changer’ on the global geopolitical scene and an
undisputed instrument for independence and sovereignty. Dassault Aviation is fully
committed to supporting the United Arab Emirates in its sovereign power, its
strategic challenges and its ambitious vision of the future”, stated Eric Trappier,
Chairman and CEO of Dassault Aviation.
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= Egypt: 55 Rafales

=" India: 36 Rafales

= Qatar: 36 Rafales

" Greece: 12 ex-French aircraft and 12 new-built Rafales
=" Croatia: 12 ex-French Rafales

= United Arab Emirates: 80 Standard F4 Rafales

" Indonesia: 42 Rafales

The Rafale is considered one of the most advanced and capable

warplanes in the world, and has seen combat in Afghanistan, Libya,




The future of the Rafale deal now
hangs in the balance, with analysts
suggesting that it could be
renegotiated or permanently
shelved, depending on how the
situation unfolds. For now, the
cancellation serves as a stark
reminder of the unpredictable
nature of international politics,
where a single arrest can derail
multi-billion-dollar agreements
and alter the course of diplomatic
relations.
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. Birlesik Arap Emirlikleri, Telegram'in kurucusu Pavel Durov'un
tutuklanmasi nedeniyle, 17 milyar € degerindeki, 80 adet Fransiz Rafale
savas ucagi satin alma anlagmasini askiya aldi!

Translated from Turkish by Google

’ The United Arab Emirates has suspended the deal to purchase 80
French Rafale fighter jets worth 17 billion € due to the arrest of Telegram
founder Pavel Durov!

Was this translation accurate? Give us feedback so we can improve: i A
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Historical contract for the acquisition of 80 Rafale F4
by the United Arab Emirates

(Saint-Cloud, France, 3 December 2021) — In the presence of the President of the French
Republic, Emmanuel Macron, and Sheikh Mohammed ben Zayed Al Nahyane, Crown Prince
of Abu Dhabi and Vice-Commander of the Armed Forces of the United Arab Emirates (UAE),
Eric Trappier, Chairman and CEO of Dassault Aviation, signed a historical contract with Tareq
Abdul Raheem Al Hosani, CEO of Tawazun Economic Council, in charge of security and
defense acquisitions, for the acquisition of 80 Rafale F4 for the United Arab Emirates Air Force
& Air Defence (UAE AF & AD).

The Rafale F4, for which the Emirates Air Force will be the first user outside France, will provide
the Emirates armed forces with a tool capable of guaranteeing sovereignty and operational
independence. This contract is the result of total mobilization by Dassault Aviation alongside
the Emirates Air Force and comes on the back of a more than 45-year long relationship of trust
between the United Arab Emirates and our company, built on the Mirage family of fighter
aircraft, notably the Mirage 2000-9, the modernization of which began two years ago.

Eric Trappier, Chairman and CEO of Dassault Aviation, said:

“The sale of 80 Rafale to the UAE Federation is a French success story: | am very proud and
very happy as a result. | wish to thank the authorities of the Emirates for their renewed
confidence in our aircraft. After the Mirage 5 and Mirage 2000, this Rafale contract
consolidates the strategic relationship that binds our two countries and the satisfaction of the
Emirates Air Force, a long-standing and demanding partner of our company. | wish to underline
the quality and effectiveness of the relationship between the French authorities and industry,
which contributed to this success by team France.

This contract is excellent news for France and for its aeronautical industry, for the entire
ecosystem of 400 companies, both large and small, which contribute to the Rafale: this
represents thousands of guaranteed jobs in our sector for the coming decade. This contract,
which is the largest ever obtained by the French combat aeronautics industry, consolidates a
national industrial base, which is without doubt unique in Europe, comprising as it does major
groups and SME/SMis, around a company which has been the prime contractor for all the
generations of military and civil aircraft for the past 70 years. The success of the Rafale with
our armed forces and its sale to the UAE Federation, as well as its export to five other countries
who are already customers, clearly shows that French combat aviation is an internationally
recognized center of excellence on the national industrial landscape.”
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MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

ABU DHABI, 27th August, 2024 (WAM) -- The UAE is closely
following the case of its citizen Pavel Durov, founder of
Telegram, who was arrested by the French authorities in
Paris-Le Bourget Airport, emphasising that the UAE has
submitted a request to the Government of the French
Republic to provide him with all the necessary consular

services in an urgent manner.

In a statement, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MoFA)
stressed that prioritising the welfare of UAE citizens,
safeguarding their interests, and providing them with all

aspects of support is a key priority for the UAE.
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The UAE has reportedly suspended a multi-billion-dollar deal with & Investment Company ) roundtable.live Joined October 2020

France for 80 Rafale fighter jets following the arrest of Telegram CEO 29.5K Following  1.6M Followers 1 Subscription
Pavel Durov in France over his platform’s failure to address illicit

activities.

Amid rising tensions, the UAE is also considering halting all military
cooperation with France.

Source: The Daily Guardian, @RealCandaceO
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implementation of a contract to purchase 80 fighter jets from France
following the arrest of Pavel Durov!

11:24 PM - Aug 27, 2024 - 7.7M Views



‘ Muhammad Aftab Ahmed @MUHAMMA45965422 - Aug 28 “* Muhammad Aftab Ahmed
The United Arab Emirates has FROZEN its contract to purchase 80 Rafale @MUHAMMAA5965422
fighter jets from France worth a staggering €17 billion over the arrest of

Telegram owner Pavel Durov ! Journalist
O [ Education @ Karachi, Pakistan Joined September 2017

344 Following 82 Followers

The UAE




@

Zia ul Haque & @ImZiaulHaque - Aug 28

BREAKING E&: UAE = has completely FROZEN the contract to purchase
80 Rafale worth $10B from France following the arrest of #Pavel Durov

Source: Aljazeera

#FREEDUROV #FreePavel #France

of businessman Pavel Duro};

Zia ul Haque @
@ImZiaulHaque

India’s No.1 Crypto Influencer o
~ YouTube Channel 607K+ ¢g'
3& M+ Social Followers )

Daily Trading Signals [#}
t.me/opendprofit #Bitcoin

& Education © Mumbai, India 2 linktr.ee/open4profit
Joined October 2018

105 Following  61.1K Followers



UAE cancels $20 billion Rafale deal with
France despite Telegram CEO'’s release

The decision comes in the wake of Durov's brief detention by French authorities
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worth $10B from #France following the arrest of #Pavel Durov
#Telegram founder Pavel Durov reportedly told police he was scheduled Joined “ﬂ"pr'l 2024
to have dinner with #Macron on the day he was arrested, according to
the investigative newspaper Le Canard Enchaine.
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United Arab Emirates has asked French officials for access to detained
founder of Telegram, Pavel Durov, who is a citizen of the UAE.
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UAE suspends deal to buy fighter jets from France over Telegram CEQ's arrest: Reports

From firstpost.com
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UAE suspends deal to buy

fighter jets from France over
Telegram CEO's arrest: Report
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Report;
UAE freezes fighter jet purchase contract with France




Media outlets reported that the United Arab Emirates (UAE) is considering the possibility of a
complete blockade of military-technical cooperation with France after the arrest of Telegram
founder Pavel Durov in Paris.

"The United Arab Emirates is considering the possibility of a complete blockade of military-
technical cooperation with France after being detained in Paris of Telegram founder Pavel
Durov,” Avia.pro reported with reference to the media.

As reported by EADaily, the Foreign Ministry of the United Arab Emirates called on France to
provide Pavel Durov, detained in Paris, as a citizen of the UAE, with access to all necessary
consular services, the Emirati Foreign Ministry said in a statement published by the WAM
agency.

"The Emirates are closely following the case of Emirati citizen Pavel Durov, founder of the
Telegram social network, who was detained by the French authorities at Le Bourget airport.
And they conveyed a demand to the French government to urgently provide it with all the
necessary consular services,” the publication says.
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According to the portal avia-pro.net, The United Arab Emirates
(UAE) has decided to temporarily freeze a major contract for the
purchase of 80 fighter jets from France. The move came after the
arrest of Telegram founder Pavel Durov, who is also a citizen of the
UAE.

This information has not been officially confirmed. <~ Update.
News turned out to be fake. @LauraRuHK
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A hangar with a HIMARS MLRS launcher exploded after being hit by
a Russian aerial bomb in the Sumy region (Ukraine). Six rocket
launchers, a transport-loading vehicle and an escort vehicle were
also destroyed. https://t.me/zvezdanews/148367
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ABU DHABL 27th August, 2024 [WAM) - The UAE is closely
following the case of its citizen Pavel Duroy, founder of

Telegram, who was arrested by the French authorities in
Pariz-Le Bourget Ainport, emphasising that the UAE has
submitted a request to the Government of the French

Republic te previde him with all the necessary consular
DU LINADR 3G EM-LOTSIIATERST 1 (T AT LN O IS LTI M0 SN (LS
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dalarar srouintons fe e acouisiion of (10 Rataie F4 bor ihe Linitsd Aeas Emicaiss Ak Moecs
& fon Dl wrec (LUSE AF & 40}

The Radada Fd, forwheos o Eniraies Al Fosos will e the Sisteser outsisio Frasce. sil proside
Hhay [ETRIISE. OTeNd |MTES Wi 3 T Rk OF (TN RIAVESRrTY e apeewienal
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Eric Trappier, Chairmen mne CEO of Oy mt vison, s

Thes sade ol 0 Ralals 1 e LAE Faferaion i 3 Fronch Se00ess 5K | 30 vy [roed and
from France. s hov 08 8 ok Sty 60 0 Shosen 2 o B o T rneve?
conbdence n o arcwl, Al the Wiage S and Miage S000, it Ralak contac
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7&% Readers added context they thought people might want to know

This is fake news. And the claims are unverified.

Al-Jazeera has never posted that video, and it doesn't look like an Al Jazeera
social media video.

aljazeera.com

x.com/KnwidgMedia/st...

Do you find this helpful? Rateit

Context is written by people who use X, and appears when rated helpful by others. Find out
more.

4:20 AM - Aug 28, 2024 - 22.7K Views



Financial Express
@FinancialXpress
UAE cancels $20 billion Rafale deal with France despite Telegram CEQO’s
release

UAE cancels $20 billion Rafale deal with France despite Telegram CEQO’s release

From financialexpress.com

7a» Readers added context they thought people might want to know

This is false

francetvinfo.fr/vrai-ou-fake/v...

Do you find this helpful? Rateit

Context is written by people who use X, and appears when rated helpful by others. Find out

e Tl =]
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= Home Shows News ®Live £ by

France Africa Middle East Americas Europe Asia-Pacific

Shows Truth or Fake

> TRUTHE FAKE

Telegram boss's arrest: Fake Al Jazeera video
claims France lost $17 billion in UAE arms deal

Issued on: 28/08/2024 - 22:58

is a syre way

be'tween France-
and the UAE.”

TRUTH OR FAKE @ FRANCE 24
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Laura Ru

X

e B Channel Info

g <~ The fake news about the suspension of a deal between the
United Arab Emirates (UAE) and France for the purchase of 80
) fighter jets is part of a disinformation campaign. Maria Dubovikova
writes: Perpetrators have fabricated a fake video purporting to be
from Al Jazeera, claiming that the UAE has rejected a deal for 80
Rafale jets with France.
The disinformation campaign began around 8:00 PM Moscow time La LI ra RLI
with a leak on certain dubious Telegram channels. From there, the
fake started seeping into Twitter (X). The news was picked up by
opposition opinion leaders (and even politicians!) in the US and
Europe.

-bhd & ailaral dal &Tal a.
:ll I._l -I P _'I L |_.I | I._ |_.Ie _'I

It's unclear why anyone would want to spread this hoax. There
seems to be no point unless it's orchestrated by adversaries.

Considering how rapidly it's spreading across credible public
~ channels and being picked up by conservative opinion leaders who

_7 don't bother with verification, relying on each other, it's a blatant ‘ “ @ t me IIIr I_a ura R L H |'{.

~ setup that damages opposition thinkers.

The spread of this fake, which was meticulously prepared to the (68 i,
extent of producing a video mimicking Al Jazeera, serves as ' )
supposed evidence of the thesis that there is continuous Russian
disinformation, fake news, and a clear campaign of interference in [ =LY

b

-it

“b the internal affairs of a sovereign state by Russian and pro-Russian ‘ R /’ Independent resear[herfwriter hased in HDng
>4

forces. It's an undermining of positions and a discrediting of / 4.1

opponents of the mainstream and advocates for reason. j .,.f"_‘ I{ﬂ ng SII'IEE -I 99? RE-I'-'CI ITT'IEd EIEEIdEfT'IIE M}'r Iﬂng‘

| It's hard to imagine that this leak was generated by Russia for some N . .
| purpose. Because when the refutation comes (and it should come, aby ﬂ:‘ ITT'I, EII'IEI')TIEE.I' EIITIE'ES dlre EE‘"E[tEd hEFE

given the increasing circulation of the disinformation), the bubble

will burst without any result, impacting everyone spreading the http SI,FI,F | aura-ru gge ri.me d IUMLCO [‘|"‘|I.|r am EII|

news. Setting up people of reason and anti-mainstream influencers

like this is nonsensical. @LauraRuHK . ) |a ura rug 52@}"5 ﬂdE:‘: riu

Telegram 4
Laura Ru OO 7 I:.L_“H_',u: DTION

|
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Al Jazeera English

@AJEnglish

Israel is “trying to get rid of as many Palestinians as possible” after

launching a major raid in the occupied West Bank, says Diana Buttu, a
lawyer and former spokesperson for the Palestine Liberation
Organisation.

to the West Bank because llsrael now turning their WI"'J o] IS"%I agrees to
theiraifE 10 sights on the occupied pause in fighting for polio
West Bank' campaign in Gaza

Israel now turning their sights on the occupied West Bank,says analyst

More on Aljazeera.com

M - Aug 30, 2024 - 29.5K Views




Houthis release video
of attack on Red Sea
oil tanker







Top stories

Telegram CEO Pavel Durov arrested by French authorities >

B CNN

Telegram founder faces probe into alleged
‘acts of violence’ against his child in...

2 hours ago

Wp Washington Post

Telegram’s Pavel Durov built
a haven for free speech —
and child predators @

3 hours ago

i The Hindu

Telegram CEO Pavel Durov
charged in France, barred
him from leaving country @

1 day ago
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N RT &
B @RT com

Durov detention proves ‘Telegram is reliable and truly protected’ - Lavrov

4:54 PM - Aug 27, 2024 - 29K Views
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=] Top stories
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Pakistan formally invites PM

Narendra Modi to attend
SCO meeting in Islamaba...

3 hours ago

31 Jansatta

SCO Summit in Pakistan:

Oifhed™= 9 PM HIET &I Yol
[T, SIAMEG H g ...

37 minutes ago

% NDTV

PM Modi Formally Invited By 4 @Q

\
\I

Pakistan For Regional SCO
Meet In October @

8 hours ago

[, Firstpost

PM Modi invited to SCO
meeting in Islamabad,
confirms Pakistan &

6 hours ago
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722 Ministry of Foreign Affairs - Pakistan &
&=/ @ForeignOfficePk
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The 8th session of Pakistan-Oman Bilateral Political Consultations
(BPC) held in Muscat

iy -
w A
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“enr o PF

THE 8TH SESSION OF PAKISTAN-OMAN
BILATERAL POLITICAL CONSULTATIONS (BPC)

27 AUG 2024

154/2024

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS PAKISTAN

9:10 PM « Aug 27, 2024 - 2,337 Views



Pakistan invites India’s Modi to SCO meeting in Islamabad

Abdullah Momand | Published August 29, 2024 | Updated about 10 hours ago ‘; ‘; ‘ \-‘




Pakistan is set to host the SCO heads of government meeting
on October 15 -16. The event will be preceded by a ministerial
meeting and several rounds of senior officials’ meetings
focused on financial, economic, socio-cultural, and
humanitarian cooperation among the SCO member states.

During a weekly press briefing, the Foreign Office
spokesperson confirmed the country had sent invitations to
the heads of countries to participate in the meeting.

“An invitation has also been sent to the Prime Minister of India,
Narendra Modi,” she said, adding that some countries had
already confirmed their participation in the meeting.



«) 1he Shanghai Cooperation Organisation is a
Eurasian political, economic, international security
and defence organization established by China and
Russia in 2001. Wikipedia

o SIS TGUNT 6 A1 SCO; WA = _HEsa A
10, RARTIG 91 54148, ®IFa: Shangha
Hézuo Zuzhr, &I LWaHxaiickas opraHM3auuns
coTpyaHuyecTBa, Shankhayskaya organizatsiya
sotrudnichestva ?INQTEIT Bl oI 3, 3R
e T & fora@! RITTHT o008 T X9 J 91,
BN, fhiEaH, =9, duld e 3R ...
fafedifsan

Headquarters: Beijing, China

Founded: 15 June 2001

Founders: China, Russia, Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan,
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan

WHAT IS THE SCO?

The Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) is an intergovernmental
organization founded in Shanghai on 15 June 2001,

The SCO is the successor to
the Shanghai Five, a mutual
security agreement formed in
1996 between
China, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Russia, and Tajikistan.

Members of the SCO meet
once a year and adopt

decisions and guidelines on
allimportant matters of the
organisation.




VISUALIZING THE EXPANSION OF THE A vembers A 05T A\ Qo8 revrio

SHANGHAI -
COOPERATION -
ORGANIZATION -

The Shanghai Cooperation =" SunRAE ] CHINA
Organization (SCO) is a Eurasian & SN
entity uniting political, economic,
and security interests. It serves
as a counterweight to Western
influence in the region.

 RUSSIA

s

"‘
SR L i I e L
A traditional U.S. ally, T Sl N
/4 Saudi Arabia took steps Pt G LN
" [ to join the bloc in 2023. . ik §
)
SCO is the largest regional ¢ While BRICS mainly focus ‘ =
organization globally, S O CCONOIMIC cooperation, o~ ﬁ: 7 B
encompassing 42% of the SCO focuses on regional ST o
global population and 32% security issues, like &' _
of the global GDP. terrorism, ethnic separatism s -

and religious extremism. >
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Observers:

K2 Afghanistan (Inactive
since September 2021)
e Mongolia

> _
.. Dialogue partners:
4
v [ Armenia

Shanghai Cooperation
Organization Map
o

B Member countries
B Observer countries

—Jesichoninl R
o # Bahrain
_‘ . o I Cambodia
. "7"-‘-'., i a . | Egypt
MEITIbE'fSh|p = gi!arus Guest atte “dEES x a E Kuwait
ina
= |ndia Il Maldives

m—— (1N - ASEAN k& Myanmar

WEl Kazakhstan & Nepal

Bl Kyrgyzstan | @ | ClSs mm Qatar
Pakistan ) I Saudi Arabia
mmm Russia - Turkmenistan BE3 Sri Lanka

— Taiikist &l Turke
= Tajikistan UN =2 y

— Uzbekistan = United Arab Emirates



SCO TIMELINE

2B —=ma
=ﬁ - SCO initiates Iran's full

Founded in Shanghai by @ == membership process,
China, Kazakhstan, Russia, Becomes an e} while Egypt, Qatar, and
Tajikistan, Uzbekistan observer in the UN Afghanistan receives Saudi Arabia become
and Kyrgyzstan, General Assembly, abserver status. dialogue partners,
2001 2005 2012 2021
2002 2007 2017 2023
Statute signed to SCO has over twenty India and Pakistan Saudi Arabia
encourage cooperation in large-scale projects related officially join as take steps to
spheres like politics, trade, to transportation, energy full members, join the SCO.
economy, technology, and telecommunications, .
culture, and education. n

Note: Belarus has been admitted as full member in 2024 following Iran's joining in 2023,
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Iran becomes full member of Shanghai Cooperation
Organization

Regional bloc also notes ‘importance’ of signing the Memorandum of Obligations by Belarus to
become another member

Riyaz ul Khaliqg and Aamir Latif | 04.07.2023 - Update : 05.07.2023
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during event at
Unlversity of Michligan
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Hamas urges students
worldwlide to resume
protests agalnst US
support to Israel amid




RT India . W&
- @RT India news

| & #PMModi Welcomes Iran into SCO & Extends Invitation to Belarus
for Full Membership

’ :

1:37 PM - Jul 4, 2023 - 23K Views
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POLITICS, EUROPE, ASIA - PACIFIC

Belarus joins Shanghai Cooperation Organization as 10th
member state

Belarus has completed all the necessary procedures on the way to SCO membership in a short
period of time, says Kazakh president

Elena Teslova | 04.07.2024 - Update : 05.07.2024
\ X
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protesters arrested
during event at
Unlversity of Michigan

Hamas urges students
worldwide to resume
protests agalnst US
support to Israel amid



#» THE ASTANA TIMES

BRINGING KAZAKHSTAN TO THE WORLD

All Stories Interational Central Asia Tourism

Here’s What You Need to Know about SCO Summit

in Astana

BY ASSEL SATUBALDINA in EDITOR’S PICKS, INTERNATIONAL, KAZAKHSTAN'S PRESIDENCY IN SCO on 3 JULY
2024

ASTANA—Astana is preparing to host the 24th summit of the Council of Heads of State of
the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) on July 3-4. The summit promises to be a
pivotal event, addressing key regional issues and providing a platform for Astana to advocate

for dialogue and diplomacy once again. Most Recent Stories

President Tokayev Determines Qil and Gas As
Foundation of Kazakhstan's Economy

Kazakhstan, Germany Sign Ten Cooperation
Agreements at Business Council Meeting

Enough is Enough: End Nuclear Testing Once and For
All

President Tokayev to Deliver State-of-the-Nation
Address Next Week

National Bank of Kazakhstan Keeps Base Rate at
14.25%

‘I Want to Live On’ Documentary Brings Forward Voices
of Semipalatinsk Nuclear Test Survivors

Kazakh Athletes Carry State Flag at Paralympic Games
Opening Ceremony




The upcoming summit will focus on discussing strategies to address common regional and global challenges. Photo credit: SCO

What is SCO?

The Shanghai Cooperation Organization was established in Shanghai on June 15, 2001, by
six founding nations: Kazakhstan, China, the Kyrgyz Republic, Russia, Tajikistan, and
Uzbekistan. This intergovernmental organization evolved from the earlier Shanghai Five
mechanism, reflecting a growing need for regional cooperation and security.

The SCO now has nine members, including India, Iran, and Pakistan, in addition to the
founding members. There are three observer states — Afghanistan, Belarus, and Mongolia,
and 14 dialogue partners, including Azerbaijan, Armenia, Qatar, the United Arab Emirates,
Saudi Arabia, and Turkiye.

The Samarkand SCO summit in 2022 initiated the process of elevating Belarus’s status
within the organization to that of a member state.

The SCO represents 40% of the world’s population, and member countries contribute
approximately over $23 trillion to global GDP.
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Summits of heads of state

Date

Country

Location

Summits of heads of government

14-15 June 2001

Bl China

Shanghai

Date

Country

Location

7 June 2002

mm Russia

Saint Petersburg

14 September 2001

Em Kazakhstan

Almaty

29 May 2003

mm Russia

Moscow

17 June 2004

= Uzbekistan

Tashkent

23 September 2003

Bl China

Beijing

5 July 2005

el Kazakhstan

Astana

23 September 2004

Bl Kyrgyzstan

Bishkek

15 June 2006

Bl China

Shanghai

26 October 2005

mm Russia

Moscow

16 August 2007

Bl Kyrgyzstan

Bishkek

15 September 2006

— Tajikistan

Dushanbe

28 August 2008

— Tajikistan

Dushanbe

2 November 2007

== Uzbekistan

Tashkent

15-16 June 2009

mm Russia

Yekaterinburg

30 October 2008

Em Kazakhstan

Astana

10-11 June 2010

= Uzbekistan

Tashkentl 193]

14 October 2009

Bl China

Beijing(111]

14-15 June 2011

Em Kazakhstan

Astanal104]

25 November 2010

— Tajikistan

Dushanbel112]

6—7 June 2012

Bl China

Beijing

T November 2011

mm Russia

Saint Petershurg

13 September 2013

Bl Kyrgyzstan

Bishkek

5 December 2012

Bl Kyrgyzstan

Bishkek[113]

11-12 September 2014

— Tajikistan

Dushanbe

29 November 2013

== zbekistan

Tashkent

9-10 July 2015

mm Russia

Ufa

14—-15 December 2014

Em Kazakhstan

Astana

23-24 June 2016

== |Jzbekistan

Tashkent[10%]

14—15 December 2015

Bl China

Zhengzhou

8-9 June 2017

EE Kazakhstan

Astana

2-3 November 2016

Bl Kyrgyzstan

Bishkek

9-10 June 2018 [zh)

Bl China

Qingdao

30 November 2017

mm Russia

Sochi

14-15 June 2019

Bl Kyrgyzstan

Bishkekl106]

11-12 October 2018

— lajikistan

Dushanbe

10 November 2020

mm Russia

videoconferencel107]

1-2 November 2019

= Uzbekistan

Tashkent

16—17 September 2021

— Tajikistan

Dushanbel108]

30 November 2020

=t INdia

videoconference

15—16 September 2022

== Uzbekistan

Samarkand

25 November 2021

Il Kazakhstan

videoconference

1 November 2022

Bl China

videoconference

4 July 2023 | ot India videoconferencel1091110]
34 July 2024 | EE Kazakhstan | Astana
2025 | il China TBA

26 October 2023

Bl Kyrgyzstan

Bishkek

15-16 October 2024

Pakistan

Islamabad(1141[115]




The Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) has two councils,
each with a different head and responsibilities:

* Head of State Council (HSC)

*The supreme decision-making body, meeting annually to adopt
guidelines and make decisions on all SCO issues. The HSC
considers the organization's internal functioning, international
issues, and interactions with other countries and organizations.

* Head of Government Council (HGC)

*Meets annually to discuss the organization's multilateral
cooperation strategy and priority areas. The HGC also
resolves important economic and other cooperation issues.



“It will be informed in due course which country has confirmed,” she
added.

When asked about ties with India, the spokesperson said, “Pakistan
does not have direct bilateral trade with India.”

Moreover, the spokesperson said that Pakistan’s foreign secretary was
at the 50th Session of the Council of Foreign Ministers (CFM) being held
in Cameroon’s Yaoundé from August 29 to 30.

“The foreign secretary will present Pakistan’s perspective on Gaza and
Jammu and Kashmir there,” she said, adding that he will also discuss
“terrorism and other global issues” during the session.

Baloch added that “Pakistan strongly condemned Israel’s bombing of a
historic mosque in Khan Younis”.
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Sushant Singh @SushantSin - Aug 25 Sushant Singh
SCO summit in Pakistan in October. Who will represent India is the @SushantSin
question? Lecturer @Yale; Consulting Editor @theCaravanindia; Columnist-Writer-Journalist |

Pak invites Modi for

SCO CHG meet,
he’s likely to skip

@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Pakistan has in-
vited PM Modi along with
other Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) leaders
for the council of heads of
govt (CHG) in-
person mee-
ting it will host
in Oct. While
there is no qu-
estion of Modi
travelling to Is-
lamabad, it will be of interest
to see if he deputes a mini-
ster to represent India at the
event, as he has done in the
past, given the troubled rela-
tionship with Pakistan.
Pakistan will host the
meeting on Oct 1516 as it
holds the rotating chair-
manship of CHG, the second
highest decision-making bo-

Indo-Pacific focus of
Rajnath-Sullivan talks

“T"he crucial Indo-Pacific
and key regional securi-
ty issues were the focus of
talks between defence mini-
ster Rajnath Singh and US
NSA Jake Sullivan in Was-
hington Friday. Pentagon sa-
id both countries would in-
tensify efforts for “afree and
open” Indo-Pacific. P15

ter the Council of Heads of
State. Modi has been a regu-
lar at the heads of state sum-
mit, although he skipped it
in Kazakhstan this year. In
CHG, the practice has been
tonominate a ministertore-
present India. Foreign mini-
ster S Jaishankar participa-
ted last vear in Bishkek.

Past: Army, @IndianExpress, @CPR_India | Books: Mission Overseas; Note By Note

©@ United States/ India (2 ovef.macmillan.yale.edu/people/sushant...
Joined October 2013

926 Following  98.2K Followers
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&% Dr. S. Jaishankar {2
® .

WY @DrSlaishankar
Delighted to meet DPM & FM Murat Nurtleu of Kazakhstan in Astana
today.

Thanked him for the hospitality and arrangements for the SCO Council
of Heads of State Summit. Discussed our expanding Strategic
Partnership and India’s increasing engagement with Central Asia in
various formats.

Also exchanged views on regional and global issues.

10:36 PM - Jul 2, 2024 - 42.6K Views




Dr. S. Jaishankar {2
@DrSJaishankar
Represented India at the SCO Plus format Meeting in Astana today.

Read out PM @narendramodi’s statement on the theme ‘Strengthening
Multilateral Dialogue - Striving for Sustainable Peace and Development’.

Link ¢ : mea.gov.in/Speeches-State...
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ASTANA-2024 RN AAH

7:30 PM - Jul 4, 2024 - 561K Views
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¥ SPUTNIK India

Pakistani Foreign Minister to
Make Rare Visit to India for
SCO Meeting

16:26 20.04.2023




ALJAZEERA Newsv WaronGaza USElection Opinion Sport Videc
f

Don't use terrorism as diplomatic tool:
Pakistan FM in India

Bhutto Zardari is on a two-day visit to India for the Shanghai

Cooperation Organisation meeting.

5 May 2023




Y Ministry of Foreign Affairs - Pakistan
I @ForeignOfficePk

FM @BhuttoZardari urged to collectively eradicate the menace of
terrorism

" Let’s not get caught up in weaponising terrorism for diplomatic point
scoring"

#PakFMatSCO

& -CFM 2023
® 0 SCO-CFM 20

Let’s not get caught up
in weaponising

terrorism for diplomatic
point scoring.

05 May 2023 BILAWAL BHUTTO ZARDARI

Foreign Minister of Pakistan
o
#PakFMatSCO

11:53 AM - May 5, 2023 - 90.5K Views



SCO Foreign Ministers’ Meet: Jaishankar
slams Pak, calls Bilawal promoter of
terrorism industry

‘Pakistan has nothing to do with Kashmir, only issue is when will they vacate PoK’

Written by Shubhajit Roy @ ADVERTISEMENT

New Delhi | Updated: May 6, 2023 01:21 IST \% The Indian EprEss

&Y Followus JOURNALISM OF COURAGE

20 COUNCIL OF FOREIGN MINISTERS
-5 May 2023 | Goa
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Midjourney eyes hardware
debut amid wave of AI-

In one of his sharpest attacks on Pakistan over terrorism and Jammu and Kashmir, :
enabhled devices

External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar called his visiting Pakistani counterpart

Technology y

Bilawal Bhutto Zardari a “promoter, justifier and a spokesperson” of the terror 25 . g
Midjourney is stepping into the

industry. electronics industry as the Al
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BllawalBhuttozardari@  11:14 AM - May 4, 2023
BERhuttoZardar .

On my way to Goa, India. Will
Shanghai Cooperation Org
meeting illustrates Pakis

During my visit, which
10 constructive discuss
countries
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&% Dr. S. Jaishankar {2
® .

WY @DrSlaishankar
Delighted to meet DPM & FM Murat Nurtleu of Kazakhstan in Astana
today.

Thanked him for the hospitality and arrangements for the SCO Council
of Heads of State Summit. Discussed our expanding Strategic
Partnership and India’s increasing engagement with Central Asia in
various formats.

Also exchanged views on regional and global issues.

10:36 PM - Jul 2, 2024 - 42.6K Views
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India’s participation in the “Summit on Peace in Ukraine”
B3 June 16, 2024

shri Pavan Kapoor, Secretary(West), Ministry of External Affairs, represented India at the Summit on Peace in Ukraine, hosted by Switzerland at Burgenstock on 15-16 June 2024. The Indian delegation
I
attended the Opening and Closing Plenary Sessions of the Summit. India did not associate itself with any communique/document emerging from this Summit.

India’s participation in the Summit, as well as in the preceding NSA/Political Director-level meetings based on Ukraine's Peace Formula, was in line with our consistent approach to facilitate a lasting
and peaceful resolution to the conflict through dialogue and diplomacy. We continue to believe that such a resolution requires a sincere and practical engagement between the two parties to the
conflict.

In this regard, India will continue to remain engaged with all stakeholders as well as both the parties to contribute to all earnest efforts to bring about an early and abiding peace.

Berne
June 16, 2024
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#india #Pakistan #VOAUrdu
Translated from Urdu by Google
The Indian Prime Minister last made an unofficial visit to Pakistan in

2015 and he suddenly reached Lahore while returning from Kabul to
Delhi.

#VOAUrdu #Pakistan #India

Was this translation accurate? Give us feedback so we can improve: I &8

L
“

|
s @

e
Srs ) L')Q'(U«UJ:;‘
A.?/‘.;;")ULT/“@'

~2)5 163 Glazyi sy 3 Tged S Jl Ul pllul g3 390 alacl 439

From urduvoa.com

4:16 PM - Aug 29, 2024 - 558 Views






® 3 9T oh T A el shl At 3R o o 3T TATh | cagd hl a9 o
WA o o0 Tom ot ® qiveret STTdl &1 )

" 2017 § SCO ¥ TS+ o &1 34 UgeT UITATS 9N o UL HRA o SATAR H AT
TS 81 2017-18 W WA T 37 IR <M ¥ IR 11 TAR HUS TYT kT AT, I
2019-20 H TG 21 IR S TUT U TATET BT TN

" 3H SR ARA AT 3R AT5ae huf-at 7 394 S9N § e WIg T, aH-a,
fasTet SR w-sre T Ffea # FaeT Hi feram

= FgeT UM U gHAT & wed dot AR W T wid 45% WSR Hielg 8, et
ST &1 T8 AT 1 SHTCTY AT Y T97 WA chl TIST ST&LAT el T i oh Te1g
3T FATAT ATAT H 3T8H B

" YA i TS SCO & ATAT TS & SR 3 UegeT THTATS 297 % arer A
Hete R AT Rt WX




TAsSS

RUSSIAN NEWS AGENCY

4 AUG 2023, 22:22

Indian expert says BRICS, SCO may
merge in five years

"Role of strong and neutral international institutions is extremely
needed now to shape the New World Matrix. The UN is
rudderless,” Robinder Sachdev emphasized

NEW DELHI, August 4. [TASS/. BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China, South Africa)
may merge with the Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) within the next
five years, giving birth to a stronger entity with a more meaningful role,
Robinder Sachdev, president of the New Delhi-based analytical center, the
Imagindia Institute, told TASS.

"Both BRICS and SCO are initially founded by China and Russia. Many hig
picture goals of both organizations are same. It is necessary for both
organizations to have very different roadmap in future. Otherwise, I have said
many times that it is now time to consider merging of the SCO and BRICS into a
single organization. A single merged organization will be much more clearer,
stronger and grow into very meaningful pole,” he said. "Let’s see in next 5
years.”

"In my view, we are already in the middle of World War III or the First World
War of the 21st century,” he noted. "In addition to the war, there are climate
and economic challenges, for both the global north and south countries. Role of
strong and neutral international institutions is extremely needed now to shape
the New World Matrix. The UN is rudderless. Others, some are inactive, and
some have become one-sided in this war."

Speaking about BRICS’ current role in the global arena, Sachdev noted that
"BRICS will have to create its own space and find a way to be as effective or
more effective than other international organizations.”

"If the BRICS countries work together strongly on some common agenda then
BRICS can have an important role. If BRICS becomes a strong organization,
then it can play very important role in building the New World Matrix of the
21st century,” he stressed.

BRIC was established in 2006 by Brazil, Russia, India, and China. In 2011, South
Africa joined the group, adding the S to the acronym.

Set up in 2001 in Shanghai, the SCO initially included six countries, namely
Russia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, China, Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan. India and
Pakistan joined in 2017. Iran was admitted to the organization at the SCO
virtual summit in early July. Apart from that, Belarus signed a memorandum
kicking off the procedure of its accession to the organization.

TAGS
India  BRICS
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Modi briefs Biden on Ukraine visit in call,
discusses ‘shared concerns’ about Bangladesh

In a significant departure from the MEA statement, the U.S. White House made no mention of Bangladesh
during the leaders call in its readout, issued hours later.

Updated - August 27,2024 08:17am IST Published - August 27,2024 12:28 am IST - NEW DELHI

@ India World Movies Technology e-Paper TH FREE TRIAL d

After Ukraine visit and call from Biden, Modi
speaks to Putin

Flurry of diplomatic activity raises speculation, but no clarity on whether New Delhi is playing
peacemaker in the Russia-Ukraine conflict

Updated - August 27,2024 10:01 pm IST Published - August 27, 2024 03:17 pm IST










SCO Summit: Pakistan PM Sharif's awkward moment with
Putin, calls him expanding 'barter trade’ | Viral video

During a photo opportunity with Putin, the Pakistani PM enthusiastically interrupted to greet Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov. The
video, which was humorous, quickly went viral on social media platforms.

X | flo]lin]O |5

Written By: Ajieet Kumar X @aAje=11804
Astana (Kazakhstan)
Updated on: July 04, 2024 0:00 I1ST
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Good news for retiring
S employees: Modi govt to
launch simplified pension
application form today

Did you know Guru
Randhawa started his
career from singing at
stage shows and parties?

Image Source : AP
Pakistan PM Shehbaz Sharif and Russian President Viadimir Putin at SCO Summit.

Pakistan Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif and Russian President Viadimir Putin have a history of : A !
India at Paris Paralympics

f Day 2 schedule: Avani
kicks off her campaign; two
medal events lined up

awkward moments at the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) Summit. On Wednesday, when

both leaders met on the sidelines of the grand event in Kazakhstan's national capital, Astana, they
again had an embarrassing moment.
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Putin arrives in Kazakhstan for Russia-China dominated SCO summit

Euractiv.com with Reuters (© Est. 2min @ )ul 3, 2024 Advertisement

Content-Type: News Service
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Security services say Norway energy
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Iranian President Raisi, Pakistan PM Sharif
agree on joint efforts to eradicate terrorism
months after tit-for-tat air strikes

Iranian President Raisi said that the existing bilateral trade volume was “not acceptable’” and added that
Iran and Pakistan have decided to increase the trade volume to $10 billion

Published - April 22,2024 05:26 pm IST - Islamabad
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BNP asks India to extradite PM Sheikh Hasina for trial in
Bangladesh

TNN / AKM Moinuddin / Updated: Aug 21, 2024, 07:57 IST (> sware ] (&) [FoLow us &

New For You Bangladesh’s main opposition party, BNP, requested India to extradite former PM
Sheikh Hasina to face charges of murder and other cases following her departure
amid a student-led uprising. The BNP claimed that the charges are seriol ... Read More

You can ask her how rape
... 't On SAD leader’s
controversial remark, .

‘If someone has audacity of
... 't Telangana CM Revanth
Reddy gets SC rap for...

‘It would've been given not
out if...": South Africa ace

recalls Suryakumar Yadav..  DHAKA: Bangladesh's main opposition party BNP on Tuesday urged India to

extradite deposed PM Sheikh Hasina to face trial in murder and other cases
registered against her since she took flight on August 5 in the face of a
student-led uprising. "It is our call to you that you should hand her over to

government of Bangladesh in a legal way.

The people of this country have given the decision for her trial.
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E Top stories

E The Financial Express

Bangladesh Seeks to Boost Defense Capabilities with Artillery Ammunition
from Pakistan @

15 hours ago

@ Stagecraft and Statecraft

Will Bangladesh go the way of Pakistan? @
9 hours ago

@ Hindustan Times

Bangladesh’s many fault lines explain its turmoil @

9 hours ago
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JAMAAT-E-ISLAMI LIFTED"
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E Top stories

YouTube - ThePrint

Bangladesh lifts ban on Jamaat-e-Islami: polarising effects, concerns for
India, Islamism & Pak link

VIDEO 2 hours ago

ﬂ Al Jazeera

Bangladesh'’s interim government lifts ban on Jamaat-e-Islami party

1 day ago

m Times of India

Bangladesh lifts ban on main Islamist party

1 day ago






Bangladesh is slowly regaining
its footing after a tumultuous
month marked by widespread
protests, high-protfile
resignations, and violent clashes.
The unrest, which erupted in
early July, culminated in the
departure of Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina from the country
in early August. However, with
the situation now showing signs
of stabilityy, the nation is
gradually returning to normalcy.







W Shehbaz Sharif &

@CMShehbaz

Heartiest felicitations to Professor Muhammad Yunus on his swearing-in
as Chief Adviser of the Government of the People's Republic of
Bangladesh. Wishing him great success in guiding Bangladesh towards a
harmonious and prosperous future. | look forward to working with him to

deepen cooperation between Pakistan and Bangladesh in the days
ahead. @Yunus Centre

L ast edited 9:23 AM - Aug 9, 2024 - 128.5K Views



o Shehbaz Sharif &

@CMShehbaz

Deeply perturbed at the loss of life and devastation caused by the floods
in Bangladesh. | extend my deepest sympathies to the people of
Bangladesh and the families of the victims. Pakistan stands in solidarity
with Bangladesh in this moment of tragedy. | am confident that the

resilient people of Bangladesh will overcome this difficult time with their
characteristic perseverance and fortitude.

12:37 AM - Aug 23, 2024 - 115.6K Views
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Pakistani Prime Minister Shahbaz Sharif has extended an olive
branch to Bangladesh’s newly appointed interim government, led by
Nobel laureate Muhammad Yunus, expressing his eagerness to
collaborate and enhance bilateral cooperation between the two
nations.

The departure of Sheikh Hasina, who ruled Bangladesh for 15 years,
has brought a glimmer of hope to Islamabad for a potential thaw in
relations between the two nations. Throughout Hasina’'s tenure,
Bangladesh-Pakistan ties remained strained, but the recent change
in leadership in Dhaka has rekindled optimism for a reset. Many
believe that Hasina’s ouster has created a window of opportunity for
both countries to re-establish and normalize their relations, paving
the way for a new chapter in bilateral cooperation.



In a significant development following the departure of Sheikh
Hasina, establishment in Indian government have learnt that
Bangladesh is set to receive a substantial shipment of defence
materials from Pakistan, including 40,000 rounds of ammunition,
Tank ammunition 2000 quantity, 40 tons of RDX explosive in wax
consistency, and 2,900 high-intensity projectiles. This represents a
significant increase from the previous year’s order, which included
12,000 rounds of ammunition.

This is not the first instance of Pakistan supplying ammunition to
Bangladesh, the current order is notably larger than previous
ones. According to details, the shipment is scheduled to take place
in three phases, commencing in the first week of September 2024
and concluding by December 2024.






RDX 7/ WAX

RDX is the base for a number of common military explosives:
Composition A: Granular explosive consisting of RDX and plasticizing
wax, such as composition A-3 (91% RDX coated with 9% wax) and
composition A-5 (98.5 to 99.1% RDX coated with 0.95 to 1.54% stearic

acid).

Wikipedia
https://fen wikipedia.org » wiki » RDX 3

RDX - Wikipedia @



A letter from the General Manager Exports of Pakistan Ordinance
Factory (POF) has revealed details of supplementary defence exports to
Bangladesh. The correspondence, addressed to the Managing Directors
of various POF divisions, including Havelian, Sanjwal, and Gadwal,
outlines the specifics of the additional defence stores to be
exported. This move indicates Bangladesh’'s efforts to enhance its
defense capabilities and potentially signals a strengthening of ties with
Pakistan under the new leadership.

A sinister plot is unfolding in Bangladesh, aimed at perpetuating anti-
India sentiment and jeopardizing the harmonious relationship between
the two nations. Recently a protest erupted outside the Indian Visa
Application Centre in Satkhira on August 26, as hundreds of Bangladeshi
visa applicants took to the streets. The demonstration was prompted by
the failure of many to receive their visas, despite waiting for hours in
long, winding queues.
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Ahmed Maroof. 27-
08-2024

Abu Sufian

@sufian_reporter

Investigative Reporter. sufiande.blogspot.com

B Journalist ® Dhaka, Bangladesh (2! sufiande.blogspot.com
© BornJuly 5 Joined May 2010
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Revolution over, Dhaka seeks $8
billion from IMF, World Bank and ADB

By Shishir Gupta X

Aug 29,2024 01:15PMIST EJ o ® @ @

An IMF team is said to be visiting Dhaka next month to

hold talks with the Muhammad Yunus government.
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Bangladesh revokes ban on Jamaat-E-Islami
Bangladesh, its students wing Islami Chhattra
Shibir

The end of the ban has opened the political landscape of Bangladesh to the Islamic party.

Updated - August 28,2024 03:42 pm IST Published - August 28,2024 02:19 pm ST
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Cievarmment of the Peopie's Reaublc of
Nangadeeh Mty of
Hame AN s Tutte Secuny

Deparnent Pairicad Boanch 2

ralficalion
Date: 17 Shravan 1431 BNG/01 August 2024 AD,

SRO No. 281-Act/2024. Since, given by the International Criminal Tribunal
ICT-BD Case No. 06 of 2011, ICT-BD Case No,02 of 2012, ICT-BD Case No. 03 of 2012 in several cases
including Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami (formerly known as Jamaat-e-Islami/Jamaata-e-1slami
Bangladesh) and its affiliated organization Bangladesh Islami Chhatra Shibir (formaerly Islami
Chhalra Sangh) as responsible for genocide, war cnmes and crimes against humanity committed

during the 1971 Liberation War, considered: And

WHEREAS, the High Court Division of the Supreme Court of Bangladesh In its judgmen! daled
21/08/2013 in Wnt Patition No-GIV200% nas cancead tha reqistraton grentedioblsned by the Elscton Commissan

of Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami as a political party and the Appellate Division of the Supreme

Court of Bangladesh, High Court uphaid the sald judament of the Division; And
WHEREAS, the Government has sufficient information to prove that the Bangladesh
Jamaat-e-islami and its affiliate Bangladesh Istami Chhatrashibir were directly and indirectly involved

in the recent massacras, destructive activities and terrorist activities; And

WHEREAS, the Government believes that all its affiliates. including Bangladesh

Jamaat-e~Islami and Bangladesh Islami Chhalra Shibir, arg involved in tecrorist activities;

(228 )
Price: Rs 4.00

228 Bangladesh Gazette, Extra, August 1, 2024

e e ——

Therefore, the Government, by virtue of Section 18(1) of the Anti-Terrorism
Act, 2009, banned Bangladesh Jamaat-e-Islami and all its affiliates including Bangladesh Islami

Chhatra Shibir as political parties and organizations and in Schedule-l! of the said Act. Bangladesh

Jamaat-e-Islami and Bangladesh Listed all its affiliates, including the Islami Chhatra Shibir,

as banned entities.

2. It will be effective immediately.

Md. Jahangir Alam Secretary

by order of the President.
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@ Jamaat-e-Islami

Political party $

Jamaat-e-Islami, or Jamaat as it is simply known, is
an Islamist political party which is based in Pakistan
and it is the Pakistani successor to Jamaat-e-Islami,
which was founded in colonial India in 1941.
Wikipedia

S-S UTfd ¥l & 9 §8 3R QR
Jgi0e Tl TRGR JaiaH o | o TR
dgdl 9¢l & e [daR® 998 Sigug, ol
JHPBIA A SxaH Goiildd G9Y & =18@ 1 Sd § 3

qTfthEar @ RIGHT 26 3P 1941 3! &I deR |
faar ur| fafeditsan

fe=<i & @I : SHId-U-S Al Ul
Founders: Syed Abul A'la Maududi, Naeem Siddiqui,
MORE

Leaders: Siraj ul Haqg (Party leader), Hafiz Naeem ur
Rehman (Party leader)

Founded: 26 August 1941
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Bangladesh wants harmonious ties with India,
but New Delhi mustn't interfere: Jamaat-e-

Islami chief

India has done a few things in the past that did not sit well with the people of Bangladesh, says
Bangladesh’s Jamaat-e-Islami supremo Shafiqur Rahman

Published - August 28,2024 02:01 pm IST - Dhaka
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'Upset' Bangladesh PM Sheikh Hasina cuts short her
China visit: Report

China reportedly promised Dhaka $5 billion in loan assistance ahead of the visit. The eventual outcome of deal amounted to $100
mn

Advertisement

Personal Finance,
Insight Out

Business Standard
Insight Out

! |

President Xi Jinping Met With Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina Of Bangladesh. (Photo: X/Awami League)

Nisha Anand | New Delhi
3 min read Last Updated : Jul 13 2024 | 1:31 PM IST @ e . ST @ . «@ O



, SRR aLtsnilc-Sl Muhammad Yunus, head of
m— = i w Bangladesh’s interim government,
Paralympics 2024 live updates Reliance AGM 2024 Live Videos Photos Web St On Sunday emphasised the need
Yunus asks China to relocate solar for close economic collaboration

panel factories to Bangladesh
® between Dhaka and Beijing and

By Ariful Islam Mithu

Aug 25,2024 05:31 PM IST 1 O & O llI'gEd China tO dO more fOl‘ hiS
. | country’s green transition and

Yunus called on China to increase the import of )

Bangladeshi goods to increase economic cooperation expOrtS by mOVlng some SOlal‘

petueen he fwo countrics panel factories to Bangladesh.




Yunus made the proposal when Chinese ambassador Yao Wen made an
introductory call on him. The Chinese government welcomed the
interim government on August 9, days after former premier Sheikh
Hasina stepped down and fled to India in the face of a student-led
protest in which more than 600 people were Killed.

Yunus highlighted the close economic collaboration between Beijing

and Dhaka and asked Chinese investors to relocate their plants to

He said China has emerged as one of the largest manufacturers of solar
panels “but the country increasingly faced restrictions in the export
market”. Chinese manufacturers “can relocate” solar panel factories to
Bangladesh, which will help Dhaka to diversify exports and transition
into a green economy, the Nobel laureate said.




Yunus called on China to increase the import of Bangladeshi goods
to increase economic cooperation between the two countries. He
also called for technology transfers and increased collaboration in
disaster management, education and farming.

Yao conveyed the greetings of the Chinese leadership to Yunus on
his assumption of the leadership of the interim government and
said Beijing is ready to work with Dhaka. Yao hoped that Yunus
would “fulfill expectations of a poverty-free Bangladesh”.

"_

_,” Yao told Yunus. He also said China remains committed
to finding a durable solution to the Rohingya crisis, including a
ceasefire in the violence-torn Rakhine state of Myanmar.
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Envoy: China, Bangladesh relations unchanged despite
changes in Dhaka

e China welcomed the formation of the interim government
e China strictly follows non-interference in other countries’ internal affairs
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D kl.G Derek J. Grossman
SHEH e R @DerekJGrossman
@DerekJGrossman

National security and Indo-Pacific analysis @RANDCorporation. Professor
@uscdornsife. Words in @foreignpolicy, @NikkeiAsia, @foreignaffairs, etc. Views
mine.

Chinese envoy to Bangladesh: “China stands ready to share its
experience in reform and development with Bangladesh, implement the ® Santa Monica, CA @ rand.org/about/people/s... B Joined July 2016
agreements and consensus reached by the two sides, and push forward 6,999 Following 92K Followers

pragmatic cooperation in various sectors."

»

| Envoy: China, Bangladesh relations unchanged despite changes in Dhaka
.

From dhakatribune.com

10:21 PM - Aug 25, 2024 - 2,609 Views
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People Of Bangladesh Will Decide The Tenure Of Interim

Govt’s Rule: Dr Muhammad Yunus

\;“ x“
1R

:

- J B

The Head of Interim Government of Bangladesh Professor Muhammad Yunus has said that the timing of holding a general
election is a matter of political decision and the people of Bangladesh will decide how long this interim government will remain in
power.

He made the comment in a televised address to the nation on Bangladesh Television (BTV).



He said that a free, fair and participatory election will be held in the country after necessary
reforms to the administration, judiciary, the Election Commission (EC), electoral system and law-
order sector.

He said that the main aim of the election was to introduce an accountable political system against
corruption, looting and mass Killing.

Speaking on Foreign Affairs, he said, we will maintain friendly relations with all countries. Mutual
trust, believes and cooperation will be the base of our foreign policy.

He added that we are respectful to all international laws, including human rights one. About
national solidarity, Prof. Yunus said the interim government believes in national unity aimed at
bringing reforms.

It will be ensured through political unity that women, children, disabled and religious minorities
and indigenous people all are the citizens of the country and entitled to get equal protection as per
the law.

Earlier, Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) Secretary General Mirza Fakhrul Islam Alamgir asked
for a clear roadmap from the interim government for conducting national elections as soon as
possible, after necessary reforms through consultations with political parties.
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& The Indian Express
Explained: The two new US-India agreements, signed as part
of growing defence ties

India and the US have signed a Security of Supply Arrangement (SOSA) and
Memorandum of Agreement regarding the Assignment of Liaison. ..

2 days ago

| India News Network

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh’s US visit: A new milestone
in India-US defence relations

India and the US are building a strong and resilient defence partnership.

2 days ago

[-. Firstpost

Rajnath Singh’s US visit: Indo-American defence ties on the
upswing

The recently signed military logistics and communication enabling agreements have
supported interoperability between the two democracies. ..

4 days ago
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Prime Minister Modi’s Ukraine visit: A strategic balancing act




India PM Modi to meet Putin in first trip
to Russia since Ukraine war began

Trip scheduled for Monday, with Delhi a key trading partner
for Putin since the full-scale invasion of Ukraine




a Narendra Modi &
narendramodi
Landed in Moscow. Looking forward to further deepening the Specia
and Privileged Strategic Partnershi ions, especially in
futuristic areas of cooperation. Stronger ties between our nations w
m W d \ModuMoscou V'sn!Shou'caanc
o0
#1 mtrace Mghigns Fahan to lwokte Russa
'3 £
- M .
8 « (LSS

greatly benefit our people
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by Ankit Avasthi Sir
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List of outcomesiOfficial visit of Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi to Russia
July 09, 2024

Sr. Name of MoUs/ Agreement Objectives
No.

L Program of India-Russia cooperation in trade, economic and investment spheres To facilitate further increase in trade and joint investment projects
in the Russian Far East for the period from 2024 to 2029 as well as of cooperation between the Far East Region of Russia and India.
principles in the Arctic zone of the Russian Federation

2. MoU between Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change of the Republic Establishment of Joint Working Group on the issues of Climate change
of India and Ministry of Economic Development of the Russian Federation on the and low-carbon development.
issues of Climate change and low-carbon development Exchange of information |/ best practices and co-hosting research to

develop low-cost technologies.

3. MoU between Survey of India and the Federal Service for State Registration, Exchange of knowledge and experience in geodesy, cartography and
Cadastre and Cartography, Russian Federation spatial data infrastructure; professional training and capacity building;
cooperation between scientific and educational institutes.

4. MoU between National Centre for Polar and Ocean Research, Ministry of Earth Cooperation in the study of polar environments and their variability by
Sciences, Government of India and the Arctic and Antarctic Research Institute on sharing resources and data; logistics in polar regions; joint research;
Cooperation in Research and Logistics in polar regions exchanges of personnel; and participation in international programmes

and projects in the polar region.



Russian President Viadimir Putin shakes hands with India's Prime Minister Narendra Modi during their meeting at the
Ogaryovo state residence near Moscow, Russia July 8, 2024 [Sputnik/Sergei Bobylyov/Pool via Reuters]

» Narendra Modi & X
V&N :
@narendramodi - Follow

Gratitude to President Putin for hosting me at Novo-
Ogaryovo this evening. Looking forward to our talks
tomorrow as well, which will surely go a long way in
further cementing the bonds of friendship between India
and Russia.

11:10 PM - Jul 8, 2024 ®

® 1485k @ Reply 1, Share

Read 4.2K replies
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OUTLOOK BUSINESS

US Treasury Warns Indian Banks- Cut Ties with
Russia's Military or Lose Access to US Financial

System

The treasury official's warning comes at a time when the trade between the two nations has surg

ed by over 110 per cent in the past decade

Outlook Business Desk
Updated on: 25 July 2024 9:38 am
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PM Modi Visits Ukraine: New

Delhi's Delicate Balancing Act

Indian PM Modi visited Ukraine aiming to strengthen ties and balance relations with Russia
while addressing pressure from the West and internal challenges.




€ WION

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi to visit Ukraine in
August

by Ankit AvasthiSir

Zelensky ﬂﬁﬁaﬂﬂ..
mamamanam ?

by Ankit Avasthi Sir
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Prime Minister's visit to Poland and Ukraine

f August19, 2024

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi will visit Poland on 21-22 August 2024. This will be the first visit by an Indian Prime Minister to Poland in the past 45 years.

Prime Minister will be accorded a ceremonial welcome in Warsaw. He will call on President HE. Mr. Andrzej Sebastian Duda and will hold bilateral talks with Prime Minister H.E. Mr. Donald Tusk. Prime
Minister will also interact with the Indian community in Poland.

Thereafter, Prime Minister will travel to Ukraine. This will be the first visit by an Indian Prime Minister to Ukraine after establishment of diplomatic relations between the two countries in 1992.
Prime Minister's engagements in Kyiv will touch a range of aspects of bilateral ties including political, trade, economic, investments, education, cultural, people-to-people exchanges, humanitarian

assistance and others. Prime Minister will also interact with Indian community, including students during the visit. PM's landmark visit to Ukraine will help further consolidation and expansion of bilateral
ties.

New Delhi
August 19, 2024
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PM Modi Visits Ukraine:

summary

e Modi’s trip will be first by Indian PM in 3 decades
e Kyiv visit comes weeks after talks with Putin in Moscow
e Modi visit to Ukraine is not balancing act, New Delhi says

¢ India ready to help end Ukraine war, New Delhi reiterates



Getty Images




List of documents signed during the visit of Prime Minister to Ukraine (August 23, 2024)
B August 23, 2024

MNo.

Name of document

Agreement between the Government of the Republic of India and the
Government of Ukraine on cooperation in the fields of Agriculture and Food

Industry.

Memorandum of Understanding {MoU) between Central Drugs Standard
Control Organisation, Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Government of
India and the State Service of Ukraine on Medicines and Drugs Control on
cooperation in the field of Medical Products regulation.

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between the Government of the
Republic of India and the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine regarding Indian
Humanitarion Grant Assistance for implementation of High Impact

Community Development Projects.

Programme of Cultural Cooperation between the Ministry of Culture of the

Government of the Republic of India and the Ministry of Culture and
Information Policy of Ukraine for the years 2024-2028.

Objective

Expands mutually beneficial cooperation in the fields of agriculture and food
industry by promoting ties in areas of information exchange, joint scientific
research, exchange of experience, cooperation in agricultural research,
creation of joint working groups efc.

Envisages cooperation on  medical products including regulation,
improvement of safety and quality aspects, mainly through information

exchange, capacity building, workshops, training, and exchanges of visits.

This Mol creates the framework for India to provide grant assistance for
community development projects in Ukraine. Projects under the HICDP will be
undertaken in partnership with the Government of Ukraine for the benefit of
the people of Ukraine.

Aims to strengthen cultural cooperation between India and Ukraine including
the promotion of cultural exchanges and cooperation in the fields of theatre,
music, fine arts, literature, library and museum affairs, as well as protection
and promotion of tangible and intangible cultural heritage.



— Fil“Stp()St Video Shows World Explainers

Biden praises Modi’s Ukraine
peace efforts as Indian PM
continues diplomatic

balancing act -




O

President Biden £ @POTUS - Aug 27 ‘as

| spoke with Prime Minister Modi to discuss his recent trip to Poland
and Ukraine, and commended him for his message of peace and

ongoing humanitarian support for Ukraine.

We also affirmed our commitment to work together to contribute to peace
and prosperity in the Indo-Pacific.

Q 26K 11 49K Q 31K i 1.5M [l &



The New York Times & X
@nytimes - Follow
Prime Minister Narendra Modi of India arrived in Kyiv on
Friday, furthering a long diplomatic effort by Ukraine to

engage non-Western nations in potential settlement talks
in the war with Russia.

h J

nytimes.com
Modi Arrives in Kyiv as Ukraine Pushes Diplomacy

Ukrainian officials were portraying the visit by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi of India as a welcome show of support for their country during the...

10:30 PM - Aug 23, 2024 ®

Can India broker peace between Russia
and Ukraine?

As Narendra Modi heads to Kyiv, some analysts say India could push

the two sides towards talks — but it may not want to.

Ukraine Presid yy, second left, and Indian Prim wl n-twr Narendra M
Grand Prince Hotel during the G7 summit in Hiroshima, Japan on May 20, 2023 [Ukrainian Pres

d right, meet at the
ntial Press Office via AP]

By Sanjay Kapoor @O X &

22 Aug 2024




Ukraine war: India’s Modi urges Putin for swift end to
conflict after Kyiv visit

The prime minister's urging of a swift end to the Ukraine conflict highlights India's balancing act
between Russia and the West
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Commodities

India surpasses China to become
Russia's top oil buyer in July

By Nidhi Verma

August 22, 2024 2:16 PM GMT+5:30 - Updated 7 days ago ‘ D ‘ ‘ Aa ‘ ‘ <: ‘
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INDIA-US AIMS TO EXPAND
DEFENCE TECH COOPERATION




Two new US-India agreements: a short history of growing defence ties

AMRITANAYAKDUTTA
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 26

INDIA AND the US have signed a Security of
Supply Arrangement (SOSA)and Memoran-
dum of Agreement regarding the Assignment
of Liaison Officers, the latest in a series of bi-
lateral military agreements that have en-
hanced defence and security cooperation be-
tween the two countries over the past decade.

During Defence Minister Rajnath Singh'’s
four-day official visit that concluded on
Sunday, the partner nations agreed to ad-
vance priority co-production projects in-
cluding jet engines, unmanned platforms,
munitions, and ground mobility systems
under the 2023 US-India Roadmap for
Defence Industrial Cooperation.

Two new agreements

SOSA: Under SOSA, the US and India will
provide reciprocal priority support to each
other forgoods and services that promote na-
tional defence. It will “enable both countries
to acquire the industrial resources they

need from one another to resolve unantic-
ipated supply chain disruptions to meet na-
tional security needs”, the US Department
of Defense (DoD) said in a statement.

India is the 18th SOSA partner of the US.
While SOSA, according tothe DoD, areanim-
portant mechanismto strengtheninteroper-
ability with US defence trade partners, it is
legally non-binding. The DoD has been work-
ing to conclude another agreement with
India, the Reciprocal Defence Procurement
(RDP) Agreement, which will be binding.

RDP Agreements areintended to promote
rationalisation, standardisation, interchange-
ability, and interoperability of conventional
defence equipment with US allies and other
friendly governments. The US has signed RDP
Agreements with 28 countries so far.

MOU ON LIAISON OFFICERS: The
Memorandum of Agreement regarding the
Assignment of Liaison Officers is a progres-
siononadecision taken earlier to increase in-
formation-sharing between India and the US,
and to postIndianarmed forces officersin key
strategic US Commands. Indiawill deploy the
first Liaison Officer to the US Special Opera-

tions Command headquarters in Florida.

Cooperation milestones
The vision for bilateral defence cooper-
ation was encapsulated in the September
2013 Joint US-India Declaration on Defence
Cooperation and the 2015 Framework for
the US-India Defence Relationship, in which
the two countries committed themselves
to increasing cooperation in the sector.
2023 ROADMAP: The
roadmap for defenceindustrial
cooperation released last year
envisioned the conclusion of

STRATEGY

nitions systems, and mobility.

iCET: In January 2023, the US-India ini-
tiative on Critical and Emerging Technology
(iCET)was discussed to expand the strategic
technology partnership and defence indus-
trial cooperation. National Security Advisors
Ajit Doval and Jake Sullivan discussed oppor-
tunities for greater cooperation in critical and
emerging technologies, including co-devel-
opment and co-production, and ways to
deepen connectivity across our
innovation ecosystems.

INDUS-X: In June 2023,
during Prime Minister

SOSA and the RDP Agreement.
The USendorsed the integration of the Indian
defence industry into global supply chains,
and extended support to India to develop
naval and maritime infrastructure to create
anIndo-Pacific regional hub for ship and air-
craft repair and maintenance.

Priority areas of cooperation identified
in the roadmap included Intelligence,
Surveillance, and Reconnaissance (ISR),
Undersea Domain Awareness, Air Combat
and Support, including Aero engines, mu-

Narendra Modi's official state
visit to the US, the DoD and Ministry of
Defence launched the India-US Defence
Acceleration Ecosystem (INDUS-X), which
took forward the commitment to build a
defence innovation bridge under iCET.

FOUNDATIONAL AGREEMENTS: In
2002, Indiaand the US had signed the General
Security of Military Information Agreement
(GSOMIA) to facilitate sharing of military in-
formation. Between 2016 and 2020, the two
sides signed four more agreements.

The Logistics Exchange Memorandum of
Agreement(LEMOA)of 2016 established the
basic terms, conditions, and procedures for
reciprocal provision of logistic support, sup-
plies,and services between the two militaries.

In 2018, the Communications Compati-
bility and Security Agreement (COMCASA),
an India-specific version of the Communi-
cations and Information Security Memoran-
dum of Agreement (CISMOA), was signed to
secure military communicationbetween the
countries, facilitate access to advanced de-
fence systems, and enable India to optimally
utilise its existing US-origin platforms.

The Basic Exchange and Cooperation
Agreement (BECA) of 2020 aimed to facili-
tate the sharing of military information in-
cluding maps, nautical charts, and other un-
classified imagery and data.

Additionally, in 2019, the Industrial
Security Annex (ISA) to the GSOMIA was
signed to facilitate the exchange of classi-
fied information between the defence in-
dustries of the two countries.

Other deals and sales

M In 2016, the US designated India as a
Major Defence Partner. Commensurate with
this designation, in 2018, India was elevated
to Strategic Trade Authorisation tier 1 status,
which gave it licence-free access to a range
of military and dual-use technologies regu-
lated by the US Department of Commerce.

M Earlier in 2012, the Defence Trade and
Technology Initiative (DTTI) agreement was
signed to promote industrial cooperationand
defence trade between the two countries.

MThere s alsoa Memorandum of Intent
between the US Defence Innovation Unit
(DIU) and the Indian Defence Innovation
Organization-Innovation for Defence
Excellence (DIO-iDEX).

M Big-ticket Indian military procure-
ments from the US include MH-60R
Seahawk multirole helicopters, Sig Sauer
Rifles, and M777 ultra light howitzers.

M Negotiations are underway to manu-
facture GE F-414 jet engines in India for the
LCA MK 2 fighters, and to procure 31 MQ-9B
High-Altitude Long-Endurance (HALE)
UAVs. Deliveries of the GE-F404 engines for
the LCA Tejas Mark-1A are underway.



Rajnath Singh £ @rajnathsingh - Aug 23

Had a lively interaction with the Indian community at Washington DC. It’s
heartwarming to see how the Indian community continues to cherish and
uphold their cultural values and maintain their connection to their roots.
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@ Rajnath Singh € @rajnathsingh - Aug 21

Leaving for Washington. India and the United States share a
Comprehensive Global Strategic Partnership. Looking forward to meet my
friend @SecDef Austin. Will discuss areas of strategic interests, while
seeking to strengthen defence cooperation.
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&% Rajnath Singh

W @rajnathsingh

Visited the Arlington National Cemetery in Washington today. Paid my
respects at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldiers.




&% Rajnath Singh v}
W ©@rajnathsingh

Excellent meeting with my dear friend @SecDef Lloyd Austin. We
reviewed the existing defence cooperation activities and discussed ways
to deepen it further.

The signing of Security of Supply Arrangements and the agreement for
positioning of Indian officers at key US commands are pathbreaking

developments.

Last edited 10:25 PM - Aug 23, 2024 - 34.2K Views
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Explained: The two new US-India
agreements, signed as part of growing
defence ties

Under SOSA, the US and India will provide reciprocal priority support for goods and services that
promote national defence. The Memorandum of Agreement on the Assignment of Liaison Officers will
post Indian armed forces officers in key strategic US Commandes.

Written by Amrita Nayak Dutta
New Delhi | Updated: August 27,2024 16:34 IST
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India and the US have signed a Security of Supply
Arrangement (SOSA) and Memorandum of Agreement
regarding the Assignment of Liaison Officers, the latest in a
series of bilateral military agreements that have enhanced
defence and security cooperation between the two countries
over the past decade.

During Defence Minister Rajnath Singh’'s four-day official
visit that concluded on Sunday (August 25), the partner
nations agreed to advance priority co-production projects
including jet engines, unmanned platforms, munitions, and
ground mobility systems under the 2023 US-India Roadmap
for Defence Industrial Cooperation.






India and the US have signed

India and the US have signed a Security of

two new agreements: Supply Arrangement (SOSA) and Memorandum

of Agreement regarding the Assignment of
Liaison Officers, the latest in a series of bilateral
military agreements that have enhanced defence

1. Security of Supply and security cooperation between the two

countries over the past decade.

Arrangement (SOSA) and

2. Memorandum of Agreement
regarding Assignment of
Liaison Officers.




About Security of Supply Arrangement (SOSA):

The Security of Supply Arrangement (SOSA) is a key agreement recently
signed between the United States and India. It is legally non-binding.

.SOSA commits both countries to provide reciprocal priority support for
critical goods and services for national defense.

-The agreement enables rapid acquisition of necessary industrial
resources to address supply chain disruptions, ensuring national security
needs are met.

-With India as the 18th SOSA partner, the agreement underscores a
strategic effort to fortify the defense supply chain between the two nations.

.In addition, the U.S. Department of Defense is working on a legally binding
Reciprocal Defence Procurement (RDP) Agreement with India to enhance
defense cooperation and equipment standardization.



About Memorandum of Agreement on the Assignment of Liaison
Officers:

This agreement is the second significant pact between India and the
U.S. It involves the deployment of Indian armed forces officers to key
U.S. strategic commands.

1. The first Indian Liaison Officer will be stationed at the U.S. Special
Operations Command headquarters in Florida.

22 The placement aims to foster closer cooperation, enhance mutual
understanding, and improve integrated operational capabilities
between the two militaries.

3. This initiative bolsters strategic ties and operational synergy to
address common security challenges.



Liaison Officer:

A liaison officer is a professional who connects people and organizations to
facilitate communication and coordination. ¢ They may also help
organizations use resources more efficiently or use each other's services. @
Liaison officers may work for organizations, governments, community groups,
or other entities. ¢ Their responsibilities can vary depending on their
employer, but they may include: ¢

« Communication: Acting as a contact point for people within or outside their
organization, and facilitating meetings and cooperation &

« Networking: Linking people with resources and identifying communication
problems &

« Technical expertise: Sharing their organization's expertise on a subject matter &

Liaison officers may also be part of a public relations team. ¢



U.S. Special Operations Command
U.S. Transportation Command
U.S. Strategic Command
U.S. Cyber Command




GEOSHORTS

Reciprocal Defence Procurement Agreement

India and the US are discussing a Reciprocal Defense Procurement (RDP)
Agreement, which would allow US companies to operate more freely in India
and facilitate closer collaboration between the two countries’ defense

industries. ¢

India - US Defence Cooperation







SOSA vs. RDP: Key Differences
SOSA:
* Focuses on maintaining the defense supply chain during crises.

e Ensures that essential defense supplies continue to be available in emergency situations.

RDP:
e Establishes a legally binding framework for defense cooperation.

e Requires prioritization of defense orders, enabling greater joint production and technological

collaboration between the involved countries.






World's Top Ten World's Top Ten
Arms Importers Arms Exporters

US remained top arms exporter
India remained largest importer during 2018-22

during 2018-22 (Global share of exports)

(Globai share of imports) United States France China

40% N% 3.2%

India Egypt Pakistan

1% 4.5% 3.7%

Germany Spain

4_2 % 2.6%

Italy
S.Korea Japan 3 8%

Sanidi Arabla 3.I% 3.5% 32% | 2om
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Source: The Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI)

UAE 2.7 0/ 0 Graphic: Dipu Rai, Sarfaraz




India Imports from USA
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India Exports to United States

India Exports to United States was US$75.81 Billion during 2023, according to the United Nations COMTRADE
database on international trade. India Exports to United States - data, historical chart and statistics - was last
updated on August of 2024.

] 5Y 10Y 25Y MAX Ir Compare + @ Export & AP :
2023 76.9B
75.88
70.8B
64.6B
58.4B
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INDIA-RUSSIA TRADE

The bilateral trade between India and Russia during 2022-23 amounted to US$ 49.36 billion.

Indian exports amounted to US$ 3.14 billion while imports from Russia amounted to US$ 46.21 billion.

During April-May 2023-24, India’s trade with Russia saw a 161.22% increment compared with the same period last year.

MAJOR IMPORTED ITEMS BY INDIA FROM RUSSIA

India imported 983 commodities from Russia in FY23.
Imports from Russia to India stood at US$ 46.21 billion in 2022-23.

India's imports from Russia include petroleum; crude (US$ 31.02 billion), coal, coke, and briquettes (US$ 4.82 billion), fertilizers manufacturers (US$ 3.04 billion),
petroleum products (US$ 2.96 billion), pearl, precious and semi-precious stones (US$ 1.19 billion), vegetable oils (US$ 1.00 billion), etc. during 2022-23.

Imports from Russia to India stood at US$ 40.5 billion from April-November 2023-24.

India’s imports from Russia include mineral fuels, mineral oils, and products of their distillation (US$ 36 billion), animal or vegetable fats and oils (US$ 863 million),
fertilizers manufacturers (US$ 1.4 billion), pearl, precious and semi-precious stones (US$ 725 million), inorganic chemicals (US$ 75 million), etc. during April-
November 2023-24.



India, Russia to boost bilateral
trade to $100 billion by 2030

At 22nd Annual Summit, Modi and Putin 2

>¢ on cooperation in sectors such as energy, infrastructure development and

agriculture; discussions also held on improving connectivity and using national currencies to circumvent Western sanctions

Suhasini Haidar
MOSCOW

ndia and Russia
agreed to increase bi-
lateral trade to $100
billion dollars by 2030, in-
cluding the use of national
currencies to circumvent
Western sanctions, as
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin sat
down for the 22nd Annual
Summit here on Tuesday.
The leaders agreed to a
cooperation statement on
projects in Russia's Far
East that Mr. Putin has
been focused on develop-
ing. A joint vision state-
ment on trade and eco-
nomic cooperation by the
end of the decade looked
at nine issues including the
elimination of non-tariff
barriers, the development
of a “bilateral settlement
system using national cur-
rencies”, ironing out cus-
toms procedures and using
new connectivity routes,
including the Chennai-Vla-
divostok maritime route
and Northern Sea Route
and the International
North-South  Transport
Corridor via Iran, invest-
ments in the energy sector
including nuclear energy,

S

In tandem: Pnme Minister Narendra Modi with Russian President Vladimir Putin dunng a meeting at

the Kremlin in Moscow on Tuesday. REUTERS

infrastructure  develop-
ment and investment pro-
motion as “priority areas”.
In addition, India and
Russia signed a number of
MoUs between institutions
on climate change, polar
research, legal arbitration
and pharmaceutical certifi-
cation and other issues.
Earlier, addressing
about 500 members of the
Indian diaspora in Russia,
Mr. Modi announced that
Russia had agreed to In-
dia’s request to open con-
sulates in Kazan and Yeka-

terinburg to help facilitate
services for the growing
community.

The bilateral trade tar-
get set by the leaders
should be reasonably easy
to achieve, given that, al-
ready, trade stands at
around $65 billion, mostly
because of the surge in In-
dia’s imports of Russian
crude at discount after the
invasion of Ukraine led to
the oil sanctions by the U.S.
and Europe. In his preli-
minary comments, Mr. Pu-
tin said Russia-India trade

grew by 66% last year and
20% just in the first quarter
of 2024.

Achieving the target
would catapult the busi-
ness relationship to levels
of trade India currently has
only with bigger econo-
mies such as the U.S., Chi-
na and the European
Union.

Asked about the target,
Foreign Secretary Vinay
Kwatra said it was “an ex-
pression of the ambition by
the two leaders for the larg-
er economic relationship

which includes the trade
relationship”, and said that
Mr. Modi particularly
stressed broad-basing the
trade basket of goods bet-
ween the two countries.
The focus on economic
issues was a shift from pre-
vious Annual Summits
where military supplies
and the defence and stra-

Officials said that the
two leaders discussed the
delay in defence supplies,
and have committed to ex-
ploring more areas of co-
production of defence
equipment such as the In-
dia-Russia joint venture for
assault rifles that could fill
the domestic gap as well as
facilitate export to other
countries.

The Prime Minister ac-
cepted Russia’s highest ci-
vilian honour, the Order of
St Andrew the Apostle, an
award that had been an-
nounced by President Pu-
tin in 2019, but could only
be presented now. He also
invited Mr. Modi to return
in a few months to the Rus-
sian city of Kazan where he
will host the first “Extend-
ed BRICS” summit.



INDIA-US RELATIONSHIP OVERVIEW

The confluence of common factors like democratic values, Shared areas of Interests,
Stand against terrorism makes India and US enjoy a comprehensive strategic partnership.

I

$ 128.55 billion Largest Export 3" largest defence $28 billion
Bilateral trade in destination (i (~f‘1’gF)’|,'elr dia’ India maintains a
2022-23 (increase of US is the major ! < i b trade surplus with
3" largest defence the US
7.65% over 2021-22) export hub supplier after
for Indian goods. Russia (~45%)
and France (~29%)

@ US recognized India as a “Major Defence Partner” in 2016.

® US Defence agreements like
o Logistics Exchange Memorandum of Association (LEMOA), 2016

o Communications Compatibility and Security Agreement (COMCASA), 2018
o Industrial Security Agreement 2019
o Basic Exchange and Cooperation Agreement (BECA) 2020 are signed with India

® Bilateral military exercises like Yudh Abhyaas, Vajra prahar, Malabar, RIMPAC etc. are
conducted between the two countries.

® Indian diaspora in US is around 4.9 Million and they form the second largest immigrant
group in US after the Mexicans

@ People to People ties




INDIA-US PARSINERSHIP

Economic Relations € "3

® US became India's biggest trading partner in 2022-23 followed
by China and UAE

@ The bilateral trade has increased by 7.65% in 2022-23
(compared to 2021-22)

Defence Cooperation

@ India-US Defence Acceleration Ecosystem (INDUS-X), 2023: Start-ups
and tech companies to collaborate on the co-development and
co-production of advanced technologies

@ Fighter Jet Deal, 2023: GE's F414 engine technology and manufacturing

will be transferred for India's Tejas Mk2 jet, enhancing its indigenous capabilities

@ Defence Technology and Trade Initiative (DTTI), 2012: To facilitate
collaboration in defence manufacturing, research and development,
and technology transfer

@® New Framework for India-US Defence Relations, 2005: Updated
for 10 years in 2015

Science & Technology

@ Initiative on Critical and Emerging Technologies (iCET), 2022: Cooperation
on CETs in areas including Al, quantum computing, semiconductors
and wireless telecommunications

@ Critical Minerals Partnership: Recently, India joined the US-led Minerals
Security Partnership (MSP) to boost global critical energy and minerals
supply chains

@ Collaboration in Space: NASA to train ISRO astronauts, aiming for a
joint International Space Station (ISS) mission in 2024

® Artemis Accord: A US-led alliance seeking to facilitate international
collaboration in planetary exploration and research; signed by India

® NASA-ISRO Synthetic Aperture Radar (NISAR): For understanding
changes in Earth's ecosystems and other environmental changes

Givil Nuclear Deal €103

@ Civil Nuclear Cooperation: Bilateral civil nuclear cooperation
agreement signed in October 2008

Energy & Climate Change €]

@ Joint Clean Energy Research and Development Centre (JCERDC),
2010: To promote clean energy innovations by teams of scientists
from India and the United States

® Clean Energy Agenda 2030 Partnership: Launched at the Leaders
climate summit 2021

@ Global Biofuel Alliance (India, Brazil and US), 2023: Aimed
at facilitating cooperation and intensifying the use of
sustainable biofuels, including in the transportation sector

@ Counter-Terrorism Cooperation Initiative, 2010: To expand

collaboration on counter-terrorism, information sharing and
capacity building

Four Foundational Agreements:

I General Security of Military Information Agreement (GSOMIA),
2002: Allows militaries to share intelligence gathered by them

Industrial Security Annex, 2019 is a part of GSOMIA

Both countries gain access to designated military facilities for

Logistics Exchange Memorandum of Agreement (LEMOA), 2016:
refuelling and replenishment.

2018: A legal framework for the transfer of highly sensitive

I Communication Compatibility and Security Agreement (COMCASA),
communication security equipment from the US to India

(BECA), 2020: Allow both countries to share geospatial and satellite

I Basic Exchange and Cooperation Agreement for Geospatial Intelligence
data with each other

In 2015, both countries issued Delhi Declaration of Friendship and adopted a
Joint Strategic Vision for Asia-Pacific and the Indian Ocean Region

Popular Visa Among Indians include H-1B, L. Indian citizens set to become
largest foreign student community in the US (20% growth in 2022)

()

Drishti IAS




INDIA - US TIES

STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP ACROSS SECTORS NE T

TECHNOLOGY

p The Indo-US Quantum Coordination
Mechanism

p AS2-million grant programme for
jointdevelopment of Al

p Jointly funded research projects
on cybersecurity

p Adoption of the Defense Industrial
Cooperation Roadmap

p Adefence acceleration platform for
jointtech innovation

ENERGY TRANSITION

p An India-US multibillion-dollar
investment fund for green tech

b India to co-lead multilateral
Hydrogen Breakthrough Agenda
to boost availability of low-carbon
hydrogen globally

(HAPTER IN
INDIA-US
TIES

p Mutual resolution of six WTO
trade disputes

p India now part ofthe Minerals
Security Partnership

) Nasa, Isroto develop strategic

framework for human spaceflight
by the end 0f2023

IMMIGRATION

p New US consulatesin Bengaluru
and Ahmedabad; an Indian consulate
in Seattle

AVIATION

p Boeingtoinvest$100 mntotrain
31,000 pilotsin India in 20 years
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Trust Deficit

* |n the past, there has been a trust deficit between India and the
U.S., with Indians feeling that the U.S. has not always supported
India and has instead supported Pakistan.

* The U.S. has flagged issues related to terrorism, human rights, and
democracy in India. However, the two countries can become

stronger together by building on their strategic partnership.






Way Forward:

 Address Diplomatic Concerns: India and the US should
resolve tensions by addressing issues related to
democracy and strategic cooperation, with a focus on
initiatives like the iCET.

 India’s Role as a Global Bridge: India can leverage its
leadership in forums like the G20 and SCO to bridge gaps
between the West and developing nations.

 Enhance Counterterrorism Cooperation: Strengthen
efforts on counterterrorism, particularly in managing a
Taliban-led Afghanistan and pressuring Pakistan to curb
support for terrorist groups.



Focus on Emerging Technologies and AIl: Increase
collaboration on emerging technologies and Al
emphasising data regulation, information sharing, and
privacy for national security.

Advance Multilateral Coordination: Prioritise
coordination in forums like the Quad and I2U2 to address
international strategic issues.

Boost Economic Engagement: Enhance trade, investment,
and technological cooperation, with initiatives like iCET
driving economic growth and market access.



=% Rajnath Singh & @rajnathsingh - Aug 24
WW Delighted to meet the National Security Advisor of the United States
@jakesullivan and share perspectives on key strategic matters of mutual

interest.
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‘IC 814 The Kandahar Hijack’ among top
Google search trends after Netflix releases

the series

IC 814 The Kandahar Hijack: The six-episode series tells the harrowing story of terror, crisis, and
heroism as it chronicles the fear faced by passengers and crew trapped at 30,000 feet.

ADVERTISEMENT

By: Express Web Desk
o “NewsGuard
Updated: August 29, 2024 15:26 IST ' G

5 SThe IndianEXPRESS
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IC 814 The Kandahar Hijack:

‘IC 814 The Kandahar Hijack’ is among the top search topics on Google as
over 20Kk searches were made with a spike of 200 per cent on the topicin 16
hours.

The search shot up after ‘IC 814 The Kandahar Hijack’ was released on
Thursday on Netflix, creating excitement among the audience ever since its
announcement. The six-episode series tells the harrowing story of terror,
crisis, and heroism as it chronicles the fear faced by passengers and crew
trapped at 30,000 feet.

The series which is directed and created by Anubhav Sinha, is based on the true
gripping story of India’s longest hijacking that took place in 1999 and shook
the entire nation. The week-long IC 814 hijacking in December 1999 brought
the nation to a standstill. Terrorists hijacked the plane after it took off from
Kathmandu in Nepal, after which it landed in Amritsar, and then in Lahore.



THE CAST OF

A NETFLIX SERIES

THE KANDAHAR HIJACK
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Flight Name:™ Indian /\illJlL-t awa U.(a—l(.. 6l4

Flight Type:  Indian Air s A300

Route: Tribhuvan Infernaﬂonal Airport in Kathmandu, Nepal to
Indira Gandhi International Airport in Delhi

Date: 24 December 1999




DURATION: DECEMBER 24, 1999- DECEMBER 31,1999

AIRCRAFT: INDIAN AIRLINES FLIGHT 814 (IC 814), AIRBUS A300B2-101

FLIGHT OF

17:30 IST: The Airbus A300 is hijacked upon
entering Indian airspace. Hijackers demand
it be flown to Lahore

19:00 IST: Refused permission to
land in Lahore by authorities.

Low on fuel IC 814 lands instead in
Amritsar. No rescue operation is undertaken
while the plane departs after 40 minutes

By SUDEEP PAUL
and SAURABH SINGH

FEAR =

DECEMBER 24-25:
16:30 IST: IC 814 takes off from Kathmandu Airport, two hours behind schedule 20:00 IST: The plane is finally allowed to land in Lahore.

After refuelling the flight is allowed to leave after India’s
request to have the plane grounded is denied by Pakistan

01:30IST: IC 814 lands in Dubai, at the Al Minhad Air Base,

Indian Ambassador to UAE, KC Singh, and Asoke
Mukherjee, Consul General in Dubai, are not allowed to
enter the air base till the aircraft is allowed to leave

Meanwhile, 27 passengers and the body of Rupin Katyal,
) killed by the hijackers, are released
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IA Flight 814 takes off from Kathmandu at 1615 (IST) hours on

December 24, 1999. Air traffic control is reported as asserting

that shots were heard on the plane.
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Pakistan Foreign Office called India to say they
were outraged the plane had landed in Lahore

Soon after the hijacked plane touched down in Lahore, a Foreign Office official called the
Indian mission to say they were outraged that the plane had landed in Pakistan.

Andivan Barhane - o A
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REUTERS

Jaswant Singh (left) and Wakil Ahmed Muttawakil at Kandahar airport on December 31,1999
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fiee s e - Masood Azhar
{

» Founded Jaish-e-Muhammed in o
2000, which gained notoriety for P
its alleged role in the 2001 Indian
Parliament attack and 2008

Mumbai attacks, and the 2019
Pulwama Attack which led to the
death of 44 CRPF personnel.




Ahmed Omar Saeed Sheikh - )

» Sheikh had been imprisoned in
connection with the 1994 Kidnappings
of Western tourists in India, went on to
murder Daniel Pearl and also allegedly
played a significant role in planning,
the attacks in the United
States.

» He was arrested in 2002 by
Pakistani authorities for

the abduction and

murder of



Mushtaq Ahmed Zargar -

» He has played an active role
since release in trdining Islami
militants in Pakistan occupied

Jammu & Kashmir.




ROLE OF PAKISTAN and ISI

* The then-IB chief Ajit Doval claimed that the hijackers were
getting active ISl support in Kandahar

* ISI had removed all the pressure the Indians were trying to
put on the hijackers - that their safe exit was guaranteed and
they had no need to negotiate an escape route.

* Relatives of the 3 terrorists were brought to Kandahar to
‘identify’ them.
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